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(1) T
rial counsel asked M

ark W
iegert, "[B

rendan] could have had preexisting know
ledge a

b
o

u
l th

a
t gun hanging up th

e
re

 in the bedroom
, couldn't he?" (R

. 4/21!07. 57.) 
H

ow
ever, counsel never m

ade this argum
ent during closing argum

ents and never established that this inform
ation w

as w
idely dissem

inated in the m
edia. 

(2) T
rial counsel asked W

iegert, "Isn't it true, D
etective, th

a
t th

e
 first person, during the co

u
rse

 o
f this exchange w

ith B
rendan on the 1

st, w
ho even m

entioned h
e

r being shot in the 
head, w

as you?" 
(R

. 4121/07. 28.) C
ounsel n

e
ve

r m
ade th

is point during closing argum
ent, n

o
r did he e

ve
r allude to th

e
 lengths th

a
tth

e
 detectives had to go through 

to g
e

t B
rendan to a

d
o

p
t th

e
ir claim

 th
a

t T
e

re
sa

 w
as shot. 

F
urther, no m

ention w
as m

a
d

e
 o

f th
e

 fact th
a

l!h
e

 officers w
ere first to

 m
ention th

a
t T

eresa w
as shot in the side o

f the head. 

(3) T
rial co

u
n

sel a
s

k
e

d
 W

ieg
ert, "'lsn't it tru

e th
at p

rio
r to

 th
at p

h
rase, 'a h

u
m

an
 b

o
d

y,' b
ein

g
 u

ttered
 b

y A
g

e
n

t F
assb

en
d

er, th
at B

ren
d

an
 D

a
s

s
e

y
 n

e
v

e
r said

 an
yth

in
g

 ab
o

u
t seein

g
 

a hum
an body [in the fire]?" (R

. 4/20!07. 78.) T
his point w

as n
o

t m
a

d
e

 in closing argum
ents and no m

ention w
as m

a
d

e
 o

f the fact th
a

t th
is p

ie
ce

 o
f inform

ation 
w

as w
id

ely p
u

b
licized

 in th
e

 m
ed

ia. 

(4) D
uring closing argum

ent, trial counsel stated: "W
h

a
t did he d

o
 under the hood? [T

he interrogators w
ere] th

e
 first ones th

a
t brought this up." 

(R
. 4!25!07. 127.) 

W
iegert w

as never cross-exam
ined about this fact. 

(5) 
T

rial counsel asked W
iegert, "If [B

rendan] w
a

s o
ve

r there tending the fire
 and h

e
 sa

w
 S

teve h
a

d
 a cu

t finger, d
o

e
s that surprise you?" 

(R
 4/21/07. 61.) 

N
e

ith
e

r this a
rg

u
m

e
n

t n
o

r the fa
ct th

a
t the m

edia publicized A
very's cu

t fin
g

e
r w

a
s m

entioned during closing argum
ents. 

*B
rendan testified about his ow

n inn
oce

nt pre-existing know
ledge o

f th
e

se
 fa

cts a
t trial, but his attorneys n

e
ve

r raised his pre-existing know
ledge as a contam

ination argum
ent 

in
d

ep
en

d
en

t o
f B

ren
d

an
's testim

o
n

y. 


