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Re: Brendan Dassey
Manitowoc County Case No. 06-CF-88

Dear Mr. Fremgen:

Thank you for referring Brendan Dassey, a 17-year-old white single
male, for psychological evaluation. Brendan was informed of the
purpose of the present evaluation, that it was being conducted with
regard to his pending legal charges, that he did not have to answer
any questions that he chose not to answer, and that a report would
be sent toc you regarding the present assessment, Brendan
appeared to understand the purpose of the present evaluation and
consented to being assessed.
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Prior to discussing the results of the current evaluation, it is
necessary to emphasize that no scientifically wvalid assessment
procedure exists for a psychologist or other mental health
professional to determine if a confession is true or false. The
determination obviously is ultimately made by and is in the purview
of the trier of fact. Nevertheless, the psychologist becomes
potentially most useful when discussing psychological characteristics
that increase the defendant’'s risk far potentially uttering a false
confession or succumbing to police influence. The purposg of the
present evaluation was to determine whether such characteristics
were present for Brendan.

A number of psychological factors need to be considered when
evaluating whether a defendant presented with an increased risk to
give a false confession or to succumb to police influence.

For example, research shows that intelligence is related to
acquiescence and suagestibitity., In addition, other cognitive
variables such as impaired memory are also correlated with
suggestibility. Research further shows that various personallty
factors are associated with suggestibility and they include passivity,
anxiety, avoidance, and social withdrawal. Sleep deprivation is also
correlated with suggestibility, and research also has shown that the
lack of prior criminal convictions is correlated with increased
suggestibility. Finally, it is important to point ocut that research has
shown that adolescents and especially children are significantly more

suggestible than are adulis, They are significantly more responsive
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