IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN
GREEN BAY DIVISION

ANDREW L. COLBORN,
Plaintiff,
VS. Civil No.: 19-CV-484
NETFLIX, INC.; CHROME MEDIA LLC,
F/K/A SYNTHESIS FILMS LLC; LAURA
RICCIARDI; AND MOIRA DEMOS,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF REMOVAL

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1332(a)(1), 1441(a), and 1446, Netflix, Inc. (“Netflix”),
Chrome Media LLC, Laura Ricciardi and Moira Demos (collectively, “Putative Defendants™"),
by their undersigned counsel, hereby file this Notice of Removal of the above-captioned action
from the Circuit Court for Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, to the United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and in support of this Notice, aver as follows:

1. On or about December 17, 2018, Andrew L. Colborn (“Plaintiff”) filed an action
captioned Andrew L. Colborn v. Netflix, Inc., Chrome Media LLC, Synthesis Films, LLC, Laura
Ricciardi, Moira Demos, Lisa Nishimura, Adam Del Deo and Mary Manhardt in the Circuit
Court for Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, which was docketed as Case No. 2018CV000561. A
true and correct copy of the original Complaint and Summons as served on Netflix is attached

hereto as Exhibit A.

! Chrome Media LLC, Laura Ricciardi, and Moira Demos appear specially in this matter for the sole purpose
of removing the case to federal court and do not by filing this notice of removal waive any defense or objection
available to them based on lack of personal jurisdiction, insufficient process or insufficient service of process.
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2. On or about March 4, 2019, Plaintiff filed an amended complaint in Case
No. 2018CV000561 captioned Andrew L. Colborn v. Netflix, Inc., Chrome Media LLC, f/k/a
Synthesis Films LLC, Laura Ricciardi, and Moira Demos in the Circuit Court for Manitowoc
County, Wisconsin. A true and correct copy of the Amended Complaint and Amended
Summons as served on Netflix is attached hereto as Exhibit B.

3. On March 5, 2019, Plaintiff served on CT Corp., Netflix’s agent for service of
process in Wisconsin, the original Summons and Complaint and the Amended Summons and
Amended Complaint. No service on any Putative Defendant of either the original Summons and
Complaint or the Amended Summons and Complaint occurred before this date.

4. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b), all Putative Defendants are timely filing this

Notice of Removal within thirty (30) days of service of the Complaint and Amended Complaint

upon Netflix.

5. No Putative Defendant has answered, moved, or otherwise responded to the
Complaint.

6. Copies of all process, pleadings, and orders that have been received by Netflix are

filed herewith. To the best of the Putative Defendants’ knowledge, information and belief, other
than the Summons and Complaint, and Amended Summons and Amended Complaint, no other
process, pleadings, or orders have been filed.

7. For jurisdictional purposes, Plaintiff is a citizen of the State of Wisconsin. See
Ex. B (Amended Complaint) 9 1 (stating Plaintiff resides in Manitowoc County, Wisconsin).

8. The Amended Complaint purports to name four defendants: Netflix, Inc.;

Chrome Media LLC, f/k/a Synthesis Films LLC; Laura Ricciardi; and Moira Demos.
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a. Netflix, Inc. is a corporation organized under the laws of the state of Delaware
which, as the Amended Complaint states, Ex. B. q 2, has its principal place of
business in Los Gatos, California and therefore is a citizen of Delaware and
California for jurisdictional purposes.

b. Chrome Media LLC is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the
state of New York which, as the Amended Complaint states, id. 9 3, has its
principal place of business in the state of California. The members of Chrome
Media are Laura Ricciardi and Moira Demos, both of whom are resident and
domiciled in California. See Ex. B 96 & 7. Therefore, Chrome Media is a
citizen of New York and California for jurisdictional purposes.

c. Laura Ricciardi is a natural person who is resident and domiciled in California
and therefore is a citizen of California for jurisdictional purposes. See Ex. B q 6.

d. Moira Demos is a natural person who is resident and domiciled in California and
therefore is a citizen of California for jurisdictional purposes. See Ex. B 9 7.

0. The Amended Complaint seeks “general damages; compensatory damages;
special damages, including but not limited to, lost wages; and punitive damages,” id. 9 54, 66,
72, an amount in controversy that exceeds $75,000. See also id. 99 57, 70-72.

10. This Court has original jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C.

§ 1332(a) because there is complete diversity of citizenship among the parties and the amount in
controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs.

1. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a), the United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Wisconsin is the proper venue for removal jurisdiction because it embraces

Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, the place where this action is pending.
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12.  Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), written notice of the filing of this Notice of
Removal is being forwarded to counsel of record for Plaintiff, as well as to the Clerk of the
Circuit Court of Manitowoc County, Wisconsin. A true and correct copy of the Notice of Filing
of Notice of Removal (without exhibits) is attached hereto as Exhibit C.

13. By filing this Notice of Removal, Putative Defendants do not waive any defenses
that may be available to them.

WHEREFORE, Netflix, Inc., Chrome Media LLC, Laura Ricciardi and Moira Demos
respectfully request that the entire court action under case number 2018CV000561 in the Circuit
Court for Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, be removed to the United States District Court for the
Eastern District of Wisconsin for all further proceedings.

Dated: April 3, 2019. Respectfully submitted,
s/ James A. Friedman
James A. Friedman, SBN 1020756
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
One East Main Street
Suite 500
Madison, WI 53703-3300
T: (608) 284-2617

F. (608) 257-0609
jfriedman@gklaw.com

Lee Levine

Matthew E. Kelley

Ballard Spahr LLP

1909 K Street, NW, Suite 1200
Washington, D.C. 20006-1157
T: (202) 508-1110

F: (202) 661-2299
levinel@ballardspahr.com
kelleym(@ballardspahr.com
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Leita Walker

Ballard Spahr LLP

2000 IDS Center, 80 South 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2119

T: (612) 371-6222

F: (612)371-3207
walkerl@ballardspahr.com

Counsel for Putative Defendants Netflix, Inc.; Chrome
Media LLC; Laura Ricciardi; and Moira Demos
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on the 3rd day of April, 2019, I electronically filed the foregoing
Notice of Removal with the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system, and provided copies via
electronic mail and U.S. mail to the following counsel of record:

George Burnett

Law Firm of Conway, Olejniczak & Jerry, S.C.
231 South Adams Street

Green Bay, WI 54305-3200

GB@]Icojlaw.com

Michael C. Griesbach
Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
P.O. Box 2047

Manitowoc, WI 54221-2047
attymgriesbach@gmail.com

April Rockstead Barker
Schott, Bublitz & Engel, S.C.
640 West Moreland Boulevard
Waukesha, WI 53188-2433
abarker@sbe-law.com

Counsel for Plaintiff Andrew L. Colborn

s/ James A. Friedman

James A. Friedman
20424816.1
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FILED
. 12-17-2018
o : Clerk of Circuit Court
‘ Manitowoc County, Wi
For Qifefeiti3800561
STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY
ANDREW L COLBORN,
Plaintiff, ¢
V.
Case No.
SUMMONS
NETFLIX, INC.
CHROME MEDIA, LLC
SYNTHESIS FILMS, LLC
LAURA RICCIARDI
MOIRA DEMOS
LISA NISHIMURA
ADAM DEL DEO
MARY MANHARDT
Defendants.

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to each person named above as a Defendant:

You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff named above has filed a lawsuit or other legal action against
you. The complaint, which is attached, states the nature and basis of the legal action.

Within 45 days of receiving this summons, you must respond with a written answer, as that term is
used in chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes, to the complaint. The court‘ may reject or disregard an
answer that does not follow the requirements of the statutes. The answer must be sent or delivered to the
Court, whose address is 1010 S. 8™ Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220, and to Plaintiff's attm:ney, Griesbach
Law Offices, LLC, whose address is PO Box 2047, Manitowoc, W1 54221-2047. For e-filing procedure,

see https://www.wicourts.gov/ecourts/efilecircuit/rules.htm. You may have an attorney represent you.
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If you do not provide a proper answer within 45 days, the Court may grant judgment against you for
the award of money or other legal action requested in the complaint, and you may lose your right to object
to anything that is or may be incorrect in the complaint. A judgment may be e;nforced as provided by law.
A judgment awarding money may become a lien against any real estate you own now or in the future, and

may also be enforced by garnishment or seizure of property.

Electronically signed by:

Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
By: Attorney Michael C Griesbach
State Bar #01012799

Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
PO Box 2047

Manitowoc, WI 54221-2047
(920) 320-1358
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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY

ANDREW L COLBORN,
Plaintiff,
Case No.

COMPLAINT
NETFLIX, INC. (Civil Action)

CHROME MEDIA, LLC
SYNTHESIS FILMS, LLC
LAURA RICCIARDI
MOIRA DEMOS

LISA NISHIMURA
ADAM DEL DEO

MARY MANHARDT

Defendants.

FILED

12-17-2018

Clerk of Circuit Court
Manitowoc County, Wi

For Qfi)xfe/a15000561

Plaintiff, Andrew L Colbom, by and through his attorneys, Griesbach Law Offices, LLC, by Attorney Michael C

Griesbach, alleges and states as follows:

Statement of Facts

i. Plaintiff, Andrew L Colborn, is a former Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Office police officer. Plaintiff

retived in March of 2018 after serving twenty-six years in public service. At no time during his cmployment at the

Manitowoc County Sheriff's Office (hereinafter, MTSO) did plaintiff serve as a public official, as that term is

defined in defamation law.

1
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2. Defendant Chrome Media, LLC is an independent film production company founded by
defendants Laura Ricciardi and Moira Demos in 2006.

3. Defendant Netflix, Inc. is an online distributor of original and syndicated television and movie
content with an estimated 117 million subscribers worldwide.

4, On October 31, 2005 twenty-five year old freelance photographer Teresa Halbach was brutally
murdered at the Avery Salvage Yard in rural Manitowoc County, Wisconsin. Overwhelming physical and
circumstantial evidence proves that Steven Avery and his sixteen year old nephew, Brendan Dassey, were
the perpetrators of the crime. Neither plaintiff nor any.other law enforcement officer pl@nted evidence or
in any other way attempted to frame Avery or Dassey for Halbach’s murder. Separate juries returned
guilty verdicts against each of them in 2007, and their convictions remain unreversed after numerous
appeals.

5.. In 1985, two decades before murdering Halbach, Avery was wrongly convicted of physically and
sexually assaulting a woman on a remote stretch of Lake Michigan shoreline in Manitowoc County.
Avery served eighteen years of a thirty-two year prison sentence before DNA testing revealed that
another man was the assailant. Under new leadership, the Manitowoc County District Attorney’s office
promptly stipulated to Avery’s release.

6. On December 18, 2015, defendant Netflix released for worldwide distribution a ten part
documentary series entitled, “Making a Murderer” (hereinafter, MAM). The series purports to objectively
and accurately recount Avery and Dassey’s arrest and conviction for Halbach’s murder. Within 35 days of
its release, 19.3 million viewers had watched MAM worldwide. In a January 16, 2016 article, Forbes
magazine columnist Paul Tassi described the program as “Netflix's most significant show ever.” MAM
has remained in the national and intemational spotlight since its debut with renewed interest upon the
recent release of “Making a Murderer Part 2.” The original series and its seque! continue to be marketed
worldwide and remain available on Netflix for subscribers today.

7. Defendants Ricciardi, Demos, Nishimura, and Del Deo are the executive producers of MAM.

Defendants Manhardt and Demos are its editors. Defendant Netflix, Inc. is the film’s distributor.

2
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Defendant Chrome Media, LLC and Synthesis Films, LLC are independent film production companies
owned by Ricciardi and Demos.

8. Upon information and belief, each of the defendants, separately and severally, assisted in the
creation, editing, production, distribution and marketing of the final version of the series, which was
primarily filmed in the state of Wisconsin, and most extensively in Manitowoc County.

9. MAM was and continues to be marketed as a non-fiction documentary. No disclaimer appears in
any of the ten episodes notifying viewers that the series is anything but an actual and accurate portrayal of
events. In news and entertainment media interviews since the program’s release, defendants Ricciardi and
Demos have repeatedly avowed that they were unbiased and objective in their re-telling of events, holding
the film out as a non-fiction piece. MAM won 4 Emmy Awards, including “outstanding directing for
nonfiction programming” and “outstanding writing for nonfiction programming.” It also won the 2017
Cinema Eye Honors Award for “outstanding achievement in nonfiction films made for television.”

10. At no time during plaintif©s employment at MTSO did he serve as a spokesperson for the
department. Declining dozens of media requests for interviews, plaintiff has refrained from public
comment and has in no other way injected himself into the controversy surrounding the Avery case and
the release of MAM. As such, he is neither a “public figure” nor a “limited purpose public figure,” as
those terms are defined in defamation law.

11. Pertinent and significant aspects of MAM are not true as represented and are, instead, false and
defamatory toward plaintiff and others. Material and significant facts known to the defendants were
omitted and distorted. Despite overwhelming evidence proving Avery and Dassey’s guilt and the utter
absence of evidence supporting defendant’s accusations of police misconduct, defendants falsely led
viewers to the inescapable conclusion that plaintiff and others planted evidence to frame Avery for
Halbach’s murder. Defendants omitted, distorted, and falsified material and significant facts in an effort
to portray plaintiff as a corrupt police officer who planted evidence to frame an innocent man. Defendants
did so with actual malice and in order to make the film more profitable and more successful in the eyes of

their peers, sacrificing and defaming the plaintiff’s character and reputation in the process.
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Plaintiff’s call to dispatch

12. On November 3, 2005, Teresa Halbach’s mother reported to the Calumet County Sheriff’s
Department that her daughter was missing. Police in Calumet County believed that Teresa’s last known
whereabouts were 'either at the George Zipperer residence or the Avery Salvage Yard, both located in
Manitowoc County. Halbach had been assigned by her employer, Auto Trader Magazine, to take photos
of vehicles that were for sale at each location on October 31, 2005, the last day she had been seen.
Calumet County Officers requested assistance from MTSO since Halbach’s last known whereabouts were
in Manitowoc County.

13. On November 3, 2005, in response to Calumet County’s request for assistance, plaintiff drove to
the Avery Salvage Yard and the Zipperer residence to investigate Halbach’s disappearance. Plaintiff
called dispatch to confirm the make, model, and license plate number of the missing person’s vehicle as
he had done in hundreds of other cases during his career. Neither plaintiff nor any other police officer had
contact with Halbach’s vehicle on November 3}-d or at any other time prior to November 5th, when it was
discovered at the Avery Salvage Ya;d by a volunteer search party.

14. A central part of Avery’s defense at trial was that plaintiff and other Manitowoc officers planted
Halbach’s SUV at the Avery Salvage Yard where Avery resided in a house trailer. With plaintiff on the
stand, Avery’s attorneys played portions of his call to dispatch in an effort to convince jurors that he came
upon the SUV at an undisclosed location on November 3rd, two days before it was found at the salvage
yard. Cross examining plaintiff about the contents of the call, Avery’s attorneys suggested that plaintiff
was looking directly at Halbach’s vehicle when he called dispatch. The claim is entirely baseless and
false, and defendants knew of its falsity.

15. A side by side comparison of the trial transcript with the scene as depicted in episode 5 of MAM
reveals that defendants Ricciardi and Demo, in concert with other named defendants, heavily edited
portions of plaintiff’s testimony in order to manipulate viewers to falsely conclude that he and other
officers planted Halbach’s SUV at the salvage yard. Among other distortions, defendants removed

plaintiff's affirmative answer to one question and inserted it as his answer to a separate question. At the
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actual trial, the second question remained unanswered after the Court sustained an objection by the state.
MAM’s rendition of the testimony is as follows:

Avery’s Attorney: “Well, you can understand how someone listening to that might think that you were
calling in a license plate that you were looking at on the back end of a 1999 Toyota?”

Plaintiff: “Yes.”
In the actual trial, the Court sustained the state’s objection, and defense counsel rephrased it as follows:

Avery’s Attorney: “This call sounded like hundreds of other license plate or registration checks you have
done through dispatch before?”

Plaintiff answered in the affirmative, “Yes.”
Trial Transcript, Day 7, p 213

Defendants omitted the plaintiff’s affirmative answer to the second question and inserted it into his non-
answer to the first. Their manipulation of this crucial line of testimony falsely conveyed to viewers that
plaintiff located Halbach’s SUV somewhere other than at the salvage yard days earlier and likely assisted
other law enforcement officers plant it there at a later time. The impression is false and gave to viewers
the exact opposite impression of what plaintiff was asked and how he responded at trial.

16. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos in concert with other named defendants omitted additional trial
testimony from plaintiff about the routine nature of his call to dispatch. When asked by the prosecutor on
redirect examination: “Mr. Strang (defense counsel) asked whether or not it was common for you to
check up on other agencies, or perhaps I’m-I"m mis-phrasing that, but when you are assisting another
agency, do you commonly verify information that's provided by another agency?” Plaintiff answered:
“All the time. I'm just trying to get -- you know, a lot of times when you are driving a car, you can't stop
and take notes, so I'm trying to get things in my head. And by calling the dispatch center and running that
plate again, it got it in my head who that vehicle belonged to and what type of vehicle that plate is
associated with.”

Trial Transcript, Day 7, p 213

MAM failed to include this exchange.
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17. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos omitted from plaintiff’s call to dispatch his words, "see if it
comes back to [inaudible].” The phrase was included in the actual recording of the call as well as the
recording played at trial. (Trial Trans, Day 7, p 181). Upon information and belief, defendants omitted the
phrase because it supports a non-nefarious interpretation of the reason for plaintiff’s call.

18. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos strategically spliced "reaction” shots of plaintiff appearing
nervous and apprehensive at trial into other portions of his testimony where he did not appear nervous or
apprehensive in fact. The edits were part of defendants® overall attempt to manipulate viewers to falsely
conclude that plaintiff and other Manitowoc County officers planted Halbach’s SUV at the salvage yard.
MAM, Episode 5.

19. Upon information and belief, defendants Ricciardi and Demos filmed the entire trial and were
aware of the full line of questionir;g concerning plaintiff’s call to dispatch, as well as its significance.
With malicious intent, defendants chose to fabricate plaintiff’s testimony by splicing and omitting those
portions that were not consistent with their misleading and false account of the facts. In truth, plaintiff did
not discover Halbach’s SUV at another location and help others plant it on Avery’s property. MAM’s
aspersions that he did are false and have caused irreparable harm t6 his reputation worldwide.

20. In order to enhance the significance of plaintiff’s alleged off-sight discovery and subsequent
planting of Halbach’s vehicle, defendants manipulated facts to convince viewers that MTSO officers,
possibly including the plaintiff, secreted Avery’s blood from a vial still kept in evidence from his
wrongful conviction case, and planted it in Halbach’s car. Defendants dramatically re-enacted the vial’s
“discovery” in the Clerk’s office by accompanying one of Avery’s lawyers to film the retrieval of the vial.
MAM Episode 4 contains a close-up shot of the blood vial with a small hole on top of its rubber stopper
while Avery’s attorneys rejoice in a “gotcha” moment. In truth, a hole in a blood vial’s rubber stopéer is
not indicative of evidence tampering; it is made in the ordinary course of drawing a blcod specimen from
a person and storing it in a vial. The hypodermic needle hole in this case was made when a specimen of
Avery’s blood was drawn by a phiebotomist and stored in the vial in connection with a 1996 post-

conviction motion in his wrongful conviction case. The procedure necessarily resulted in the creation of a
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hole in the rubber stopper. The phlebotomist who drew the specimen from Avery in 1996 was prepared to
testify that’s what happened in this instance. Having attended the trial in its entirety, defendants Ricciardi
and Demos were aware of the routine nature of the hole on the vial’s rubber stopper and that the
phlebotomist who drew the specimen from Avery was prepared to testify. Defendants manipulated the
facts and the significance of the blood vial’s discovery as part of their overall effort to convince viewers

that plaintiff and other county law enforcement officers framed Avery for the murder.

The Key

21. Defendants, separately and severally, with actual malice, led viewers to the inescapable but false
conclusion that plaintiff and MTSO Lt. James Lenk planted the ignition key for Halbach’s SUV in
Avery’s bedroom. They did so by splicing trial testimony, omitting other testimony, and failing to include
essential photographic evidence that would have given viewers a complete view of what occurred.

22. On November 8, 2005, three days after Halbach’s vehicle was discovered at the salvage yard,
plaintiff and MTSO Investigator James Lenk, both evidence technicians, were assigned to search Avery’s
bedroom for evidence more remotely connected to the crime, including pornographic material. Plaintiff
and Lenk were accompanied by Calumet County Deputy Daniel Kucharski. A previous search of the
room on November §, 2005 yielded hand cuffs and leg irons, apparent sex toys, and pornographic
materials in a bookcase that were not collected at that time. After plaintiff roughly returned a large binder,
Lenk and plaintiff discovered the ignition key for Halbach’s SUV on the carpeted floor next to the
bookcase. At trial plaintiff, Lenk, and Kucharski each offered a reasonable explanation as to how the key
was missed on the earlier search and miscellaneous entries. All three testified they believed the key had
fallen from a crack in the particle board backing of the bookcase when plaintiff roughly returned the
binder into the bookcase. They believed Avery hid the key there with plans to retrieve it later and dispose
of the SUV.

Plaintiff: Trial Trans Day 7, p 132; Lenk: Trial Trans Day 8, p 14; Kucharski: Trial Trans Day 9, p 55
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23. On information and belief, defendants Ricciardi and Demos were present during this testimony
and viewed certain photographs clearly showing the crack in the back of the bookcase. The photographs
were not shown to viewers of MAM. In addition, testimony from officer Tyson, the accompanying officer
from the initial search on 11/05/2005, was spliced in order to maximize suspicion that the key was planted
and minimize a plausible explanation for how it came to be found. Jerome Buting, one of Avery’s
attorneys, asked officer Tyson the following question:

“Had you ever, in any other search in your entire career, had to act like a babysitter, or a watchdog, for
the officers who were conducting a search?”

Officer Tyson replied, “I did not treat this as if | was babysitting.”

Trial Trans Day 7, p 25, lines 7-11

Defendants Ricciardi and Demos replaced Tyson’s answer with his negative response, “No,” to a separate
question in order to give viewers the exact opposite impression of what Tyson in fact conveyed.

(MAM, Episode 7)

24. Upon information and belief, defendants Ricciardi and Demos filmed the entire trial and were
aware of the full line of questioning concerning the circumstances of plaintiff and Lenk finding Halbach’s
ignition key in Avery’s bedroom, as well as its significance. They chose to fabricate testimony by splicing
or omitting those portions not consistent with their false and defamatory account of the facts. In truth,
plaintiff and Lenk did not plant the key, and MAM’s aspersions that they did are false and have caused

irreparable harm to plaintiff’s reputation.

1994 or 1995 telephone call and subsequent cover-up
25. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos, acting separately and in concert with the other defendants, led
viewers to falsely conclude that plaintiff learned of Avery’s 1985 wrongful conviction approximately
eight years before he was released, but covered it up. By doing so, defendants created a false motive for
plaintiff to plant evidence, making their central but false claim that plaintiff and other police officers

framed Avery more believable.
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26. In 1994 or 1995, while working as a corrections officer at the Manitowoc County Jail during
normal business hours, plaintiff answered a telephone call from a detective in another jurisdiction. The
detective asked to speak with a Manitowoc County detective about a sexual assault that occurred many
years earlier in Manitowoc County. A jail inmate told a fellow inmate that he was responsible for a sexual
assault for which another man was convicted. Plaintiff does not believe the caller mentioned the name of
the man convicted or the name of the victim in the Manitowoc County assault. If he did, plaintiff was
wholly unfamiliar with the names.

27. Plaintiff had no reason to and did not know about Avery’s 1985 sexual assault conviction when
he received the phone call from the detective. He was not employed by MTSO until 1992, when he was
hired as a corrections officer at the Manitowoc County Jail, which was and remains a separate division
within MTSO. As a corrections officer, plaintiff was not a sworn law enforcement officer and had no
authority to conduct investigations, much less dated criminal activity for which a conviction had already
been obtained. Doing so would have been a violation of department policy. Accordingly, plaintiff
transferred the call to the detective division after giving the caller the number in case the call went
unanswered or was lost in the transfer. Plaintiff subsequently heard that higher-ups at MTSO had given
assurances that the right man had been convicted. Plaintiff had no reason to think otherwise until Avery
was exonerated by DNA testing in 2003. Given all of the above circumstances, there was no reason for
plaintiff to prepare a written report about the call at the time.

28. Plaintiff first tearned of Avery’s wrongful conviction in September of 2003 when Avery was
exonerated by DNA testing. At that time plaintiff recalled the 1994 or 1995 telephone call and surmised it
may have been related to the Avery case. At the direction of Sheriff Ken Petersen, plaintiff prepared a
written statement memorializing the call as part of Petersen’s effort to provide a complete, accurate, and
transparent account of the circumstances surrounding Avery’s wrongful conviction for consideration by
the Wisconsin Attorney General in her independent review. Plaintiff’s written statement was promptly

delivered to the Attorney General along with all other documents pertaining to her review.
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29. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos strategically spliced and omitted portions of plaintiff’s trial
testimony as set forth in Exhibit A, incorporated by reference herein, to distort the facts and nature of the
1994 or 1995 telephone call. These omissions and distortions led viewers to falsely conclude that plaintiff
bears responsibility for seven or eight of Avery’s 18 years of wrongful imprisonment, providing him with
a motive to frame Avery for Halbach’s murder.

30. For the same purposes, defendants Ricciardi and Demos included in the second episode of MAM
an interview of Steven Glynn, one of Avery’s attorneys in his wrongful conviction lawsuit,. Glynn
expresses dismay that plaintiff did not prepare a report concerning the call he received in 1994 or 1995
until Avery was exonerated in 2003. Glynn then mistakenly tells viewers that plaintiff’s written statement
was kept hidden in a sheriff’s department safe in 2003 as part of plaintiff and MTSO’s effort to cover up
their knowledge of Avery’s wrongful conviction.

31. Upon information and belief, defendants knew plaintiff’s written report concerning the phone call
was not left in the sheriff’s safe but chose to include Glynn’s mistaken belief in order to further their false
narrative. Defendants included extensive excerpts of videotaped depositions in Avery’s wrongful
conviction lawsuit in MAM and, upon information and belief, reviewed the depositions from the lawsuit
in their entirety to determine which portions to include. The depositions included extensive questioning of
plaintiff, Sheriff Petersen, and others concerning the 1994 or 1995 telephone call and plaintiff’s
documentation of same in 2003. No reasonable person could have concluded from a review of the
depositions and the trial testimony that there was anything nefarious about plaintiff’s response to the call
or his documentation of same after Avery was exonerated. Nor could any reasonable person have
concluded that plaintiff’s report was left hidden in a safe as part of a cover-up for MTSO wrongdoing.
Yet defendants distorted the facts to provide viewers a false motive for plaintiff to plant evidence and

frame Avery for Halbach’s murder.

MAM?’s omission and distortion of material, significant evidence and facts
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32. Defendants, separately and severally, and with actual malice, omitted the following

evidence and facts as part of their effort to lead viewers to falsely conclude that plaintiff and

others framed Avery for Halbach’s murder. Upon information and belief, defendants Ricciardi

and Demos were present for all court proceedings, including pretrial motions and the entire trial,

where all of this information was revealed. Had these material, significant and known facts been

included in MAM, a reasonable viewer would have found Avery’s guilt obvious and would not

have concluded that plaintiff and other law enforcement officers planted evidence to frame him:

Avery’s DNA was located on the hood latch of Halbach’s vehicle.

Halbach’s cell phone, camera, and PDA computer devices were found in a burn barrel on
Avery's property. Several hours after Halbach’s arrival at the salvage yard, Avery’s
nephew, witnessed Avery carrying a plastic bag and placing it in the burn barrel where
Halbach’s electronics were later found. In addition, a family friend, observed smoke and
smell of plastic coming from the same burn barrel. The witness along with Avery’s
brother, stated that Avery had changed clothes and showered and was acting strange.

The bullet containing Halbach’s DNA was linked to the specific firearm hung on a wall
over Avery's bed.

Avery called Halbach’s employer, Auto Trader magazine, on the day she was murdered
and asked them to send a.photographer to take a photo of a car he said he was listing for
sale in their magazine. Avery asked the receptionist to send “the same photographer” they
sent last time. Halbach’s co-workers stated that she had been somewhat concerned by
Avery’s approaching her wearing nothing but a towel on at least two of her appointments
with him. Avery placed direct calls to Halbach’s cell phone before she arrived using *67
to hide his identity.

In the early evening, after Halbach’s appointment, Avery’s brother, Earl, observed Avery
near his truck and trailer with Avery’s snowmobile on top. Earl found it strange that
Avery would remove the snowmobile from the trailer and put it in his garage since Earl’s
understanding was that Avery was going to take the snowmobile to a dealer and sell it.
When asked by police about the Suzuki, Earl Avery stated it had been outside the garage
a few days earlier. Avery’s accomplice told police that Avery shot Halbach in his garage.

Avery gave several different statements about his interaction with Halbach on the day she
was murdered. First, that she never arrived for her appointment with him; second, that
she did, but he only saw her through a window in his trailer home and did not speak with
her; third, that she came inside where he paid her, and, finally, that he went outside to her
car and paid her for the photo shoot.
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Avery has a history of extreme violence and sexual aggression against women, including
beating, strangulation, death threats, attempted abduction at gunpoint, and rape.

33. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos, separately and in concert with the remaining

defendants and with reckless disregard for the truth, blatantly and absurdly distorted the nature of

three of Avery’s prior crimes. Had the true nature of his past crimes been accurately portrayed, a

reasonable viewer would have been less likely to accept defendants’ wholly false narrative that

plaintiff and other local police officers framed Avery for Halbach’s murder. Upon information

and belief, defendants Ricciardi and Demos had access to the police reports and criminal

complaints associated with each of these crimes and knew of their contents.

Avery was convicted of animal abuse when he was 20 years old. Police reports indicate
that he and another party poured gas and oil on the family’s pet cat, intentionally threw it
in a bonfire, and watched it burn to death. In Episode 1 of MAM, defendants portrayed
the incident as an accident and at worse, a childhood prank.

In 1986, Avery received a six-year prison sentence on convictions for endangering safety
by conduct regardless of life and felon in possession of a firearm in connection with his
running a woman’s car off the road, holding her at gun point and ordering her into his car
with the apparent intent to rape her. MAM omitted significant details and used edited
portions of depositions to cast Avery as a victim and the victim as a villain for spreading
rumors about him.

On September 4, 2004, approximately a year before murdering Halbach, Avery was
arrested for assaulting his fiancé, Jodi Stachowski. On information and belief, Defendants
Ricciardi and Demos had access to the police reports concerning the incident and knew of
their contents. The reports indicate that Avery shoved Stachowski causing her to fall into
a chair and hit her head. Avery then struck her numerous times and threatened to kill her.
When Stachowski tried calling 911, Avery ripped the phone out of the wall before she
could report the assault. Avery began strangling her and as she lost consciousness he
dragged her outside to his vehicle. When Stachowski regained consciousness, Avery said:
“1 should get the gun and kill you.”

Upon information and belief, Ricciardi and Demos had access to and reviewed the police
reports concerning Avery’s arrest for assaulting Stachowski. They knew what Stachowski
had reported to police, but they chose to omit it because it did not fit with their false
characterization of Avery as a harmless individual unlikely to commit a murder. To
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further their storyline, they portrayed Stachowski as unafraid and supportive of Avery
while knowing she was anything but.

Claims for Relief

Count 1 — Defamation

34.  Defendants, separately and severally, acting with actual malice committed the
tortious acts of defamation, libel, and slander against plaintiff by their creation, production,
distribution, publication, and broadcast of the documentary, "Making a Murderer.” Defendants
manipulated and falsified specific facts as described in paragraphs 1 — 33 above and incorporated
by reference herein in order to falsely accuse plaintiff and other MTSO officers of planting
evidence to frame an innocent man, or to make the case stronger against a guilty one. Defendants
knew or had reason to know of the falsity of the statements, yet knowingly and intentionally, or
with reckless disregard for the truth, made them anyhow. Defendants’ rendition of the facts and
circumstances surrounding the Avery case is false in nature and false in how it was presented.

35. Defendants, separately and severally, offered more than mere opinions, but
definitive declarations of fact provable as either true or false, and thus claimable under
defamation law. Defendant’s tortious conduct cannot be shielded by the methodology they
employed in the telling of their fabricated story. Presenting selectively edited and spliced trial
and deposition testimony, excluding facts and evidence that contradict their false narrative, and
including only one-sided biased interviews that cast police and prosecutors as villains and Avery
and his attorneys as heroes, amount to a statement of fact no less and more insidious than if the
defendants had told the falsehoods themselves.

36.  As adirect consequence of the defendants’ defamatory conduct, individually and
in concert with each other, plaintiff’s reputation has been irreparably harmed. Devoted husband,

parent, decorated United States Air Force veteran, and dedicated public servant, plaintiff enjoyed
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an impeccable professional reputation prior to December 18, 2015 when MAM first aired.
During the intervening three years, plaintiff has been subject to worldwide ridicule, contempt
and disdain as a result of the baseless and false assertions in MAM that he planted evidence to
frame an innocent man or strengthen the case against a guilty one.

37. A Google search of plaintiff°s name prior to MAM’s debut would have revealed
two nondescript news articles about routine local crime. The same search now yields more than
1.8 million hits, nearly all of them painting plaintiff in a negative light. 732 YouTube videos
about plaintiff’s perceived nefarious role in the Avery case have been produced.

38.  National and international news and entertainment media have published
hundreds of articles, television and radio segments adopting the defendants’ foregone but false
conclusion that plaintiff and other Manitowoc County police officers planted evidence. Social
media, including Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Reddit is replete with threats and insults
directed at plaintiff because of the baseless accusations against plaintiff forced upon viewers of
MAM. Countless tweets, memes, and insulting and threatening social media posts portraying
plaintiff as a corrupt police officer and prime mover in framing Avery have been posted online.

39.  Defendants, separately and severally, failed to mitigate damages by refusing to
take notice of critical analysis in the aftermath of MAM’s release. Thorough, careful, and
objective analysis by some members of the public and a few journalists revealed that the series
had badly distorted the facts. Upon information and belief, defendants were aware of the critical
analysis and could have mitigated the harm to plaintiff's reputation by admitting their distortions
and omissions of fact when the above mentioned articles were published and in the sequel to the

original series, “Making a Murderer Part 2.” Instead, with actual malice, defendants doubled
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down by distorting and omitting additional facts to bolster their pre-ordained conclusion that

plaintiff participated in the framing of Avery.

Count 2: Intentional infliction of emotional distress

40. Defendants, separately and severally, by extreme and outrageous conduct as set
forth in paragraphs 1 to 33 above and incorporated by reference herein, intentionally caused
severe emotional distress to plaintiff. Defendants could and should have reasonably foreseen that
their false rendering of plaintiff as a corrupt police officer who helped frame an innocent man
would lead to popular outrage and threats, resulting in extreme emotional distress.

41. As adirect consequence of defendants’ tortious conduct, plaintiff has received
serious and ongoing threats to his and his family’s safety, resulting in extreme anxiety on a daily
basis with long-term, if not permanent harm to nearly every aspect of his life. Recorded
telephone threats alone fill the capacity of 28 compact discs. Avery sﬁpathizem have threatened
to kill plaintiff and members of his family, kidnap and sodomize him and gang rape his wife.
Photographs of plaintiff’s children have been posted online by hateful viewers under the spell of
MAM. Repeat late night telephone calls to plaintiff’s residence were commonplace in the
aftermath of MAM ’s release, with callers screaming profanities and threatening to do physical
harm. Defendants’ tortious conduct has changed nearly every aspect of plaintiff’s life, from
travel plans to whether and where he and his wife go out to eat. Constantly on alert for danger to
his family’s safety whenever they leave their home, plaintiff suffers from extreme exhaustion

and anxiety.

Count 3: Negligence
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42.  As producers, editors, and distributers of a non-fiction documentary, defendants
breached their duty to confirm factual assertions and not wholly misrepresent the truth.
Defendants, separately and severally, have breached that duty as stated in paragraphs 1-33 above
and incorporated by reference herein.

43.  As aproximate result of defendants’ negligence, plaintiff has suffered
humiliation, mental anguish, and extreme emotional and physical distress and has been injured in
mind and body. Among special damages suffered by the plaintiff are loss of wages and other

expenses incurred to protect his family’s safety.

Wherefore, plaintiff demands retraction and honest clarification of the erroneous and
false statements and depictions described above to clear his good name and restore peace of
mind; plaintiff further demands judgment against defendants, separately and severally, for their
to'rti'ous acts of defamation, intentional infliction of emotional distress, and negligence as stated

above. Plaintiff demands a jury trial.

Electronically signed by:
Griesbach Law Offices, LLC

By: Attorney Michael C Griesbach
State Bar #01012799

Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
PO Box 2047

Manitowoc, WI 54221-2047
(920) 320-1358
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EXHIBIT A
“Making a Murderer’s” Distortion of Plaintiff's Testimony Concerning the 1994/1995
Telephone Call

Key:
Black/Bold: trial testimony accurately portrayed in sequence in “Making a Murder”

Black-strikethrough: spliced testimony in “Making a Murder”
Red—testimony omitted in “Making a Murder”

Direct examination by District Attorney Kenneth KRATZ:
KRATZ: Sergeant Colborn, you were asked, as | understand, as part of a civil lawsuit, to provide

what's called a deposition. Can you tell the jury what you were asked about?

COLBORN: In 1994 or '95, | had received a telephone call when | was working in my capacity as
a corrections officer in the Manitowoc County jail. The telephone call was from somebody who
identified himself as a detective and began telling me that somebody who had committed an
assault in Manitowoc County was in their custody and we may have somebody in our jail on
that assault charge that... may not have done it. Uh, I told this individual you're probably gonna
want to speak to a detective and | transferred the call to a detective.

KRATZ: That's it? That's your connection to Mr. Avery?
COLBORN: Yes, sir.

KRATZ: Well, let me ask you this, Sergeant Colborn, do you even know whether that call was
about Mr. Steven Avery?

COLBORN: No, sir.

KRATZ: Well, did that cause you enough embarrassment and enough angst that you obtained
and planted blood so that it would be found and Mr. Avery would be wrongfully accused of a
homicide case?

COLBORN: No, sir.

KRATZ: Have you ever planted any evidence against Mr. Avery?
| have to say that this is the first time my integrity has ever been questioned and, no, | have not.

KRATZ: That's all | have for Sergeant Colborn, Judge. Thank you

Cross Examination by Attorney Strang:
STRANG: Did you ever write a report about that?

COLBORN: No, +did-net sir.

STRANG: Well, actually you did, didn't you? It was about eight years later, wasn't it?

) 1
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COLBORN: | wrote a statement on it. Yes, sir.

STRANG: You wrote that statement in 2003, the-day-afterSteven-Avery-finaly-walked-out-of
pﬂsen-d;dn-t-yeu?- after Sherlff Peterson suggested that maybe you should?

COLBORN: Yes, sir.
STRANG: You wrote that statement in 2003, about the 1994 or 1995 telephone call?

COLBORN: Yes.

STRANG: You wrote that statement in 2003, the day after Steven Avery finally walked out of
prison, didn't you?

COLBORN: | don't know what day Steve was released from prison, but | wrote the statement in
2003.

STRANG: September 12, 2003 sound right?
COLBORN: | said, | don't know the date that | wrote the statement, but | know it was in 2003.

STRANG: Well, 1 think | do know the date you wrote it and I'm a happy to show it to you. What
do you know as Exhibit 213?

'COLBORN: That's the statement | wrote after speaking with Detect -- or Sheriff Peterson.
Redirect:

KRATZ: Sergeant COLBORN, back in 1994 or '95, if you would've written a report... what
would it have been about?

COLBORN: That is why | didn’t do one, | don’t know what it would have been about, that |
received a call and transferred it to the Detective Division. If | wrote a report about every call
that came in, | would spend my whole day writing reports.

KRATZ: Did this person ever identify the individual that they were talking about?

COLBORN: No, sir. There were no names given.
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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY

ANDREW L COLBORN,
Plaintiff,

Case No. 2018 CV 561

AMENDED SUMMONS
ETFLIX, IN
: inchester Circle

Los Gatos, CA 95032,

CHROME MEDIA, LLC, formerly known as g
SYNTHESIS FILMS, LLC, et 7 e
15821 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 500 K ﬁ
Encino, CA 91436 %
LAURA RICCIARDI and y /
MOIRA DEMOS

Defendants.

FILED

03-04-2019

Clerk of Circult Court
Manitowoc County, Wi

2018CV000561

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to each person named above as a Defendant:

You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff named above has filed a lawsuit or other

legal action against you. The complaint, which is attached, states the nature and basis of the

legal action.

Within 45 days of receiving this summons, you must respond with a written answer, as

that term is used in chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes, to the complaint. The court may

reject or disregard an answer that docs not follow the requirements of the statutes. The answer

must be sent or delivered to the Court, whose address is 1010 S. 8" Street, Manitowoc, WI

54220, and to Plaintiff’s attorneys, Law Firm of, Conway, Olejniczak &-Jerry, S.C., whose

address is 231 South Adams Street, P.O. Box 23200, Green Bay, Wisconsin, 54305-3200;
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Griesbach Law Offices, LLC, whose address is P.O. Box 2047, Manitowoc, Wisconsin
54221-2047; and Schott, Bublitz & Engel, S.C., whose address is 640 W. Moreland Blvd.,
Waukesha, WI 53188-2433. For e-filing procedure, see
https://www.wicourts.gov/ecourts/efilecircuit/rules.htm. You may have an attorney represent
you.

If you do not provide a proper answer within 45 days, the Court may grant judgment
against you for the award of money or other legal action requested in the complaint, and you may
lose your right to object to anything that is or may be incorrect in the complaint. A judgment
may be enforced as provided by law. A judgment awarding money may become a lien against
any real estate you own now or in the future, and may also be enforced by garnishment or seizure
of property.

Dated this 4" day of March, 2019.

LAW FIRM OF CONWAY, OLEINICZAK & JERRY, S.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff, Andrew L. Colborn

By: Electronically signed by George Burnett
George Bumett

POST OFFICE ADDRESS:
231 S. Adams Street

Green Bay, WI 54301

P.0. Box 23200

Green Bay, W1 54305-3200
Phone: (920) 437-0476

Fax: (920) 437-2868

State Bar No. 1005964
#3041117_2
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GRIESBACH LAW OFFICES, LLC

By: Electronically signed by Michael C. Griesbach
Attorney Michael C. Griesbach
State Bar No. 01012799
Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
PO Box 2047
Manitowoc, Wi 54221-2047
(920) 320-1358

SCHOTT, BUBLITZ & ENGEL, S.C.

By: Electronically signed by April Rockstead Barker
April Rockstead Barker
State Bar No. 1026163
Schott, Bublitz & Engel, S.C.
640 W. Moreland Blvd.
Waukesha, WI 53188-2433
(262)-827-1700
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" 03-04-2019
Clerk of Circuit Court
Manitowoc County, Wi

2018CV000561

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY

ANDREW L COLBORN,
Plaintiff,
Case No. 2018 CV 561
AMENDED COMPLAINT
NETFLIX, INC.
100 Winchester Circle
Los Gatos, CA 95032,
CHROME MEDIA, LLC, formerly known as
SYNTHESIS FILMS, LLC,
15821 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 500
Encino, CA 91436
LAURA RICCIARDI and
MOIRA DEMOS

Defendants.

Plaintiff, Andrew L Colborn, by and through his attorneys, the Law Firm of Conway,
Olejniczak & Jerry, S.C., Griesbach Law Offices, LL.C, and Schott, Bublitz and Engel, S.C., as
and for his Amended Complaint against the above-named Defendants, alleges and shows the
Court as follows:

Parties
1. Plaintiff, Andrew L. Colborn, is an adult residing in Manitowoc County, Wisconsin.
2. Netflix, Inc. is a foreign corporation authorized to do business in the state of Wisconsin
with a principal place of business located at 100 Winchester Circle, Los Gatos, California 95032.
3. Chrome Media, LLC is a foreign corporation domiciled in New York with a principal

place of business located at 15821 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 500, Encino, California 91436.
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4. Chrome Media, LLC is an independent film production company founded by Defendants
Laura Ricciardi and Moira Demos in 2006.

5. Chrome Media, LLC was formerly known as Synthesis Films, LLC.

6. Laura Ricciardi is an adult residing in California.

7. Moira Demos is an adult residing in California.

8. Defendants Laura Ricciardi and Moira Demos have ownership interest in Chrome
Media, LLC, formerly known as Synthesis Films, LLC. They also are executive producers of
“Making a Murderer 1” and “Making a Murderer 2" and filmed said production while attending

the trial of Steven Avery in Manitowoc County.

Statement of the Facts

9. Plaintiff Andrew L. Colborn was employed as a corrections officer with the Manitowoc
County Sheriff's Department from 1992 through 1996.

10. In his capacity as a corrections officer, he was a non-sworn, non-law enforcement officer
and had responsibility for security of the jail.

11. Beginning in 1996, Plaintiff Andrew L. Colborn became a sworn law enforcement
officer employed with the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department.

12. For the years 2005 through 2007 and at all times material hereto between 2005 and
2007, Plaintiff Andrew L. Colborn was a patrol Sergeant with the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s
Department (hereinafter “MTS0O”). Plaintiff Andrew L. Colborn was also a trained evidence
technician.

13. On October 31, 2005, 25-year-old freelance photographer, Teresa Halbach, was brutally
murdered at the Avery Salvage Yard in rural Manitowoc County, Wisconsin. Overwhelming

physical and circumstantial evidence proves that Steven Avery and his 16-year-old nephew,
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Brendan Dassey, were the perpetrators of the crime. Neither Plaintiff nor any other law
enforcement officer planted evidence or in any other way attempted to frame Avery or Dassey
for Halbach’s murder. Separate juries returned guilty verdicts against each of them in 2007 and
their convictions remain unreversed after numerous appeals.

14. In 1985, two decades before murdering Halbach, Avery was wrongfully convicted of
physically and sexually assaulting a woman on a remote stretch of Lake Michigan’s shoreline in
Manitowoc County. Avery served 18 years of a 32-year prison sentence before DNA testing
revealed that another man was the assailant. Under new leadership, the Manitowoc County
District Attorney’s office promptly stipulated to Avery’s release.

15. On December 18, 2015, Defendant Netflix released for worldwide distribution a ten-part
documentary series entitled, “Making a Murderer” (hereinafter, MAM). The series purports to
objectively and accurately recount Avery and Dassey’s arrest and conviction for Halbach’s
murder. Within 35 days of its release, 19.3 million viewers had watched MAM worldwide. In a
January 16, 2016 article, Forbes magazine columnist Paul Tassi described the program as
“Netflix’s most significant show ever.” MAM has remained in the national and international
spotlight since its debut with renewed interest upon the recent release of “Making a Murderer
Part 2.” The original series and its sequel continue to be marketed worldwide and remain
available on Netflix for subscribers today.

16. MAM was and continues to be marketed as a non-fiction documentary. No disclaimer
appears in any of the ten episodes notifying viewers that the series is anything but an actual and
accurate portrayal of events. In news and entertainment media interviews since the program’s
release, Defendants Ricciardi and Demos have repeatedly avowed that they were unbiased and

objective in their re-telling of events, holding the film out as a non-fiction piece. MAM won
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four Emmy Awards, including “outstanding directing for nonfiction programming” and
“outstanding writing for nonfiction programming.” It also won the 2017 Cinema Eye Honors
Award for “outstanding achievement in nonfiction films made for television.”

17. At no time during plaintiff’s employment at MTSO did he serve as a spoi(esperson for
the department. Declining dozens of media requests for interviews, plaintiff has refrained from
public comment and has in no other way injected himself into the controversy surrounding the
Avery case and the release of MAM. As such, he is neither a “public figure” nor a “limited
purpose public figure,” as those terms are defined in defamation law.

18. Pertinent and significant aspects of MAM are not true as represented and are, instead,
false and defamatory toward Plaintiff and others. Material and significant facts known to the
Defendants were omitted and distorted. Despite overwhelming evidence proving Avery and
Dassey’s guilt and the utter absence of evidence supporting Defendant’s accusations of police
misconduct, Defendants falsely led viewers to the inescapable conclusion that Plaintiff and
others planted evidence to frame Avery for Halbach’s murder. Defendants omitted, distorted,
and falsified material and significant facts in an effort to portray Plaintiff as a corrupt police
officer who planted evidence to frame an innocent man. Defendants did so with actual malice
and in order to make the film more profitable and more successful in the eyes of their peers,
sacrificing and defaming the Plaintiff’s character and reputation in the process.

19. Attached as Exhibit A, incorporated herein by reference, are excerpts from Making a
Murdercr Episodes 1 — 10 which depict numerous inaccuracies in facts and theretore defame
plaintiff. . These are in addition to defamatory statements that are further described below.

20. Attached as Exhibit B, and incorporated herein by reference, is a transcription of

excerpts of Plaintiff’s trial testimony that were included in MAM Episodes 5 and 7 but that were
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significantly altered, as indicated on the exhibit, so as to present a false impression of Plaintiff’s
testimony and to falsely put words in his mouth and omit others.
1994 or 1995 Telephone Call and Subsequent Alleged Cover-Up

21. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos, acting jointly and in concert with the other
Defendants, led viewers to falsely conclude that Plaintiff learned of Avery’s 1985 wrongful
conviction approximately eight years before he was released, but covered it up. By doing so,
Defendants created a false motive for Plaintiff to plant evidence, making their central but false
claim that Plaintiff and other police officers framed Avery more believable.

22. In 1994 or 1995, while working as a corrections officer at the Manitowoc County Jail
during normal business hours, Plaintiff answered a telephone call from a detective in another
jurisdiction. The detective asked to speak with a Manitowoc County detective about an assault
that occurred many years earlier in Manitowoc County. A jail inmate supposedly had told a
fellow inmate that he was responsible for an assault for which another man was convicted.
Plaintiff does not believe the caller mentioned the name of the man convicted or the name of the
victim in the Manitowoc County assault. If he did, Plaintiff was wholly unfamiliar with the
names.

23. Plaintiff had no reason to and did not know about Avery’s 1985 sexual assault
conviction when he received the phone call from the detective. He was not employed by MTSO
until 1992, when he was hired as a corrections officer at the Manitowoc County Jail, which was
and remains a separate division within MTSO. As a corrections officer, Plaintiff was not a
sworn law enforcement officer and had no authority to conduct investigations, much less dated
criminal activity for \;vhich a conviction had aiready been obtained. Doing so would have been a

violation of department policy. Accordingly, Plaintiff transferred the call to the Investigations
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Unit after giving the caller the number in case the call went unanswered or was lost in the
transfer. Plaintiff subsequently heard that higher-ups at MTSO had given assurances that the
right man had been convicted. Plaintiff had no reason to think otherwise until Avery was
exonerated by DNA testing in 2003. Given all of the above circumstances, there was no reason
for Plaintiff to prepare a written report about the call at the time.

24, Plaintiff first learned of Avery’s wrongful conviction in September of 2003 when Avery
was exonerated by DNA testing. At that time Plaintiff recalled the 1994 or 1995 telephone call
and surmised it may have been related to the Avery case. At the direction of Sheriff Ken
Petersen, Plaintiff prepared a written statement memorializing the call as part of Petersen’s effort
to provide a complete, accurate, and transparent account of the circumstances surrounding
Avery’s wrongful conviction for consideration by the Wisconsin Attorney General in her
independent review. Plaintiff’s written statement was promptly delivered to the Attorney
General along with all other doguments pertaining to her review.

25. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos strategically spliced and omitted portions of Plaintiff’s
trial testimony as set forth in Exhibit A and B, incorporated by reference herein, to distort the
. facts and nature of the 1994 or 1995 telephone call. These omissions and distortions led viewers
to falsely conclude that Plaintiff bears responsibility for seven or eight of Avery’s 18 years of
wrongful imprisonment, providing him with a motive to frame Avery for Halbach’s murder.

26. For the same purposes, Defendants Ricciardi and Demos included in the second episode
of MAM an interview of Steven Glynn, one of Avery’s attorneys in his wrongtul conviction
lawsuit. Glynn expresses dismay that Plaintiff did not prepare a report concerning the call he
received in 1994 or 1995 until Avery was exonerated in 2003. Glynn then mistakenly tells

viewers that Plaintiff’s written statement was kept hidden in a Sheriff’s department safe in 2003
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as part of Plaintiff and MTSO’s effort to cover up their knowledge of Avery’s wrongful
conviction, when in fact the statement had been delivered to the attorney general promptly after
it was prepared.

27. Upon information and belief, Defendants knew Plaintiff’s written report concerning the
phone call was not left in the Sheriff’s safe but chose to include Glynn’s mi.;staken belief in order
to further their false narrative. Defendants included extensive excerpts of videotaped depositions
in Avery’s wrongful conviction lawsuit in MAM and, upon information and belief, reviewed the
depositions from the lawsuit in their entirety to determine which portions to include. The
depositions included extensive questioning of Plaintiff, Sheriff Petersen, and others concerning
the 1994 or 1995 telephone call and Plaintiff’s documentation of same in 2003. No reasonable
person.could have concluded from a review of the depositions and the trial testimony that there
was anything nefarious about Plaintiff’s response to the call or his documentation of same after
Avery was exonerated. Nor could any reasonable person have concluded that Plaintiff’s report
was left hidden in a safe as part of a cover-up for MTSO wrongdoing. Yet Defendants distorted
the facts to provide viewers a false motive for Plaintiff to plant evidence and frame Avery for
Halbach’s murder.

Plaintiff’s Call to Dispatch

28. On November 3, 2005, Teresa Halbach’s mother reported to the Calumet County
Sheriff’s Department that her daughter was missing. Police in Calumet County believed that
Teresa's last known whereabouts were either at the George Zipperer residence or the Avery
Sali/age Yard, both located in Manitowoc County. Halbach had been assigned by her employer,

Auto Trader Magazine, to take photos of vehicles that were for sale at each location on October

=

Case 1:19-cv-00484-BHL Filed 04/03/19 Page 11 of 61 Document 1-2



Case 2018CV000561 Document 13 Filed 03-04-2019 Page 11 of 56

31, 2008, the last day she had been seen. Calumet County officers requested assistance from
MTSO since Halbach’s last known whereabouts were in Manitowoc County.

29. On November 3, 2003, Plaintiff Andrew Colborn was working a regular shift as a patrol

sergeant with the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department when he received a call from

" Calumet County requesting assistance with a missing person. That evening, Plaintiff was asked
to check out two potential residences where Halbach reportedly had been, “the Avery Salvage
Yard and the Zipperer residence.”

30. On November 3, 2005, Plaintiff calted dispatch to confirm the make and model and
license plate number of the missing person’s vehicle as he had done in hundreds of other cases
during his career. Neither Plaintiff nor any other police officer had contact with Halbach’s
vehicle on November 3%, or any other time prior to November 5™ when it was discovered at the
Avery Salvage Yard by a volunteer search party.

31. A central part of Avery’s defense at trial was that Plaintiff and other Manitowoc officers
planted Halbach’s SUV at the Avery Salvage Yard where Avery resided in a house trailer. With
Plaintiff on the stand, Avery’s attorneys played portions of his call to dispatch in an effort to
convince jurors that he came upon the SUV at an undisclosed location on November 34, two
days before it was found at the salvage yard. Cross examining Plaintiff about the contents of the
call, Avery’s attorneys suggested that Plaintiff was looking directly at Halbach’s vehicle when he
called dispatch. The claim is entirely baseless and false, and Defendants knew of its falsity.

32. A side by side comparison of the trial transcript with the scene as depicted in episode 5
of MAM reveals that Defendants Ricciardi and Demo, in concert with other named D;efendants,
heavily edited portions of Plaintiff’s testimony in order to manipulate viewers to falsely conclude

that he and other officers planted Halbach’s SUV at the salvage yard. Among other distortions,
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Defendants removed Plaintiffs affirmative answer to one question and inserted it as his answer
to a separate question. At the actual trial, the second question remained unanswered after the
Court sustained an objection by the state. MAM’s rendition of the testimony is as follows:

Avery’s Attomney: “Well, you can understand how someone listening to that might think that
you were calling in a license plate that you were looking at on the back end of a 1999 Toyota?”

Plaintiff: “Yes.”

In the actual trial, the Court sustained the state’s objection, and defense counsel rephrased it as
follows:

Avery’s Attorney: “This call sounded like hundreds of other license plate or registration checks
you have done through dispatch before?”

Plaintiff answered in the affirmative, “Yes.”
Trial Transcript, Day 7, p 186-187

Defendants omitted the Plaintiff’s affirmative answer to the second question and inserted it into
his non-answer to the first. Their manipulation of this crucial line of testimony falsely conveyed
to viewers that Plaintiff located Halbach’s SUV somewhere other than at the salvage yard days
earlier and likely assisted other law enforcement officers plant it there at a later time. The
impression is false and gave to viewers the exact opposite impression of what Plaintiff was asked
and how he responded at trial.

33. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos in concert with other named Defendants omitted
additional trial testimony from Plaintiff about the routine nature of his call to dispatch. When
asked by the prosecutor on redirect examination: “Mr.‘ Strang (defense counsel) asked whether
or not it was common for you to check up on other agencies, or perhaps I’m—I’m mis-phrasing
that, but when you are assisting another agency, do you com.monly verify information that’s
provided by another agency?” Plaintiff answered: “All the time. I’m just trying to get — you

know, a lot of times when you are driving a car, you can’t stop and take notes, so I’'m trying to
-9.
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get things in my head. And by calling the dispatch center and running that plate again, it got it in
my head who that vehicle belonged to and what type of vehicle that plate is associated with.”
(Trial Transcript, Day 7, p 213). MAM failed to include this exchange.

34. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos omitted from Plaintiff’s call to dispatch his words, “see
if it comes back to [inaudible].” The phrase was included in the actual recording of the call as
well as the recording played at trial. (Trial Trans, Day 7, p 181). Upon information and belief,
Defendants omitted the phrase because it supports a reasonable interpretation of the reason for
Plaintiff’s call that contradicts the impressions the defendants intended to make.

35. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos strategically spliced “reaction™ shots of plaintiff
appearing nervous and apprehensive at trial into other portions of his testimony where he did not
appear nervous or apprehensive in fact. The edits were part of defendants’ overall attempt to
manipulate viewers to falsely conclude that plaintiff and other Manitowoc County officers
planted Halbach’s SUV at the salvage yard. MAM, Episode 5. In addition, Defendants also
included in MAM Episode 5 an out-of-court interview with Avery defense attorney Jerome
Buting in which he states, “If they would be willing to go to that length of planting the key,
which [ think the jury’s going to get . . .. By including this in the broadcast, Defendants
presented it as a foregone conclusion that the police, allegedly including Plaintiff, planted the
key at Avery’s residence.

36. Upon information and belief, Defendants Ricciardi and Demos filmed the entire trial and
were aware of the full line of questioning concerning Plaintiff’s call to dispatch, as well as its
significance. With malicious intent, Defendants chose to fabricate Plaintiff’s testimony by
splicing and omitting those portions that were not consistent with their misleading and false

account of the facts. In truth, Plaintiff did not discover Halbach’s SUV at another location and
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help others plant it on Avery’s property. MAM'’s aspersions that he did are false and have
caused irreparable harm to Plaintiff’s reputation worldwide.

37. Defendants also included a portion of an interrogation of Steven Avery in which the
interrogating officer says to Avery, “So Tammy told you that somebody told her that a cop put
that vehicle -- Theresa’s vehicle -- out on your propei‘ty? Avery responds, “Yeah.” The scene
then cuts immediately to a visual of Plaintiff about to testify in Court, implying that he is the
“cop” who allegedly planted Halbach’s vehicle on Avery’s property. MAM, Episode 5.

38. In order to enhance the significance of plaintiff’s alleged off-sight discovery and
subsequent planting of Halbach’s vehicle, defendants manipulated facts to convince viewers that
MTSO officers, possibly including the plaintiff, secreted Avery’s blood from a vial still kept in
evidence from his wrongful conviction case, and planted it in Halbach’s car. Defendants
dramatically re-enacted the vial’s “discovery” in the Clerk’s office by accompanying one of
Avery’s lawyers to film the retrieval of the vial. MAM Episode 4 contain§ a close-up shot of the
blood vial with a small hole on top of its rubber stopper while Avery’s attorneys rejoice in a
“gotcha™ moment. In truth, a hole in a blood vial’s rubber stopper is not indicative of evidence
tampering; it is made in the ordinary course of drawing a blood specimen from a person and
storing it in a vial. The hypodermic needle hole in this case was made when a specimen of
Avery’s blood was drawn by a phlebotomist and stored in the vial in connection with a 1996
post-conviction m;)tion in his wrongful conviction case. The procedure necessarily resulted in
the creation of a holc in the rubber stopper. The phlebotomist who drew the specimen trom
Avery in 1996 was prepared to testify that’s what happened in this instance. Having attended the
trial in its entirety, defendants Ricciardi and Demos were aware of the routine nature of the hole

on the vial’s rubber stopper and that the phlebotomist who drew the specimen from Avery was

-11-

Case 1:19-cv-00484-BHL Filed 04/03/19 Page 15 of 61 Document 1-2



Case 2018CV000561 Document 13 Filed 03-04-2019 Page 15 of 56

prepared to testify. Defendants manipulated the facts and the significance of the blood vial’s
discovery as part of their overall effort to convince viewers that plaintiff and other county law
enforcement officers framed Avery for the murder.

The Key

39. Defendants, jointly and severally, with actual malice, led viewers to the inescapable but
false conclusion that Plaintiff and MTSO Lt. James Lenk planted the ignition key for Halbach’s
SUV in Avery’s bedroom. They did so by splicing trial testimony, omitting other testimony, and
failing to include essential photographic evidence that would have given viewers a complete
view of what occurred.

40. On November 8, 2005, three days after Halbach’s vehicle was discovered at the salvage
yard, Plaintiff and MTSO Investigator James Lenk, both evidence technicians, were assigned to
search Avery’s bedroom for evidence more remotely connected to the crime, including
pornographic material. Plaintiff and Lenk were accompanied by Calumet County Deputy Daniel
Kucharski. A previous search of the room on November 5, 2005 yielded handcuffs and leg
irons, apparent sex toys, and pornographic materials in a bookcase, but not all items were
collected at that time.

41. On November 8, 2005 after materials were returned to the bookcase, the ignition key for
Halbach’s SUV was found on the carpeted floor next to the bookcase. At trial, Plaintiff, Lenk,
and Kucharski each offered a reasonable explanation as to how the key was missed on the earlier
scarch and miscellancous entries. All three testified they believed the key had tallen from a
crack in the particle board Backing of the bookcase when materials were returned into the

bookcase. They believed Avery hid the key there with plans to retrieve it later and dispose of the
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SUV. (Plaintiff: Trial Trans Day 7, p 132; Lenk: Trial Trans Day 8, p 14; Kucharski: Trial
Trans Day 9, p 55).

42. On information and belief, Defendants Ricciardi and Demos were present during this
testimony and viewed certain photographs clearly showing the crack in the back of the bookcase.
The photographs were not shown to viewers of MAM. In addition, testimony from officer
Tyson, the accompanying officer from the initial search on 11/05/2005, was spliced in order to
maximize suspicion that the key was planted and minimize a plausible explanation for how it
came to be found. Jerome Buting, one of Avery’s attorneys, asked officer Tyson the following
question:

“Had you ever, in any other search in your entire career, had to act like a babysitter, or a
watchdog, for the officers who were conducting a search?”

Officer Tyson replied, “I did not treat this as if | was babysitting.” (Trial Trans Day 7, p 25, lines
7-11).

Defendants Ricciardi and Demos replaced Tyson’s answer with his negative response, “No,” to a
separate question in order to give viewers the exact opposite impression of what Tyson in fact
conveyed. (MAM, Episode 7).

43. Upon information and belief, Defendants Ricciardi and Demos filmed the entire trial and
were aware of the full line of questioning conceming the circumstances of Plaintiff and Lenk
finding Halbach’s ignition key in Avery’s bedroom, as well as its significance. They chose to
fabricate testimony by splicing or omitting those portions not consistent with their false and
defamatory account of the facts. In truth, Plaintiff and Lenk did not plant the key, and MAM’s

aspersions that they did are false and have caused irreparable harm to Plaintiff’s reputation.
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MAM?’s Omission and Distortion of Material, Significant Evidence and Facts

44, Defendants, jointly and severally, and with actual malice, omitted the following

evidence and facts as part of their effort to lead viewers to falsely conclude that plaintiff and

others framed Avery for Halbach’s murder. Upon information and belief, defendants Ricciardi

and Demos were present for all court proceedings, including pretrial motions and the entire trial,

where all of this information was revealed. Had these material, significant and known facts been

included in MAM, a reasonable viewer would have found Avery’s guilt obvious and would not

have concluded that plaintiff and other law enforcement officers planted evidence to frame him:

Avery’s DNA was located on the hood latch of Halbach’s vehicle.

Halbach’s cell phone, camera, and PDA computer devices were found in a burn barrel on
Avery’s property. Several hours after Halbach’s arrival at the salvage yard, Avery’s
nephew witnessed Avery carrying a plastic bag and placing it in the burn barrel where
Halbach’s electronics were later found. In addition, a family friend observed smoke and
smell of plastic coming from the same burn barrel. The witness, along with Avery’s
brother, stated that Avery had changed clothes and showered and was acting strange.

The bullet containing Halbach’s DNA was linked to the specific firearm hung on a wall
over Avery’s bed.

Avery called Halbach’s employer, Auto Trader magazine, on the day she was murdered
and asked them to send a photographer to take a photo of a car he said he was listing for
sale in their magazine. Avery asked the receptionist to send “the same photographer” they
sent last time. Halbach’s co-workers stated that she had been somewhat concerned by
Avery’s approaching her wearing nothing but a towel on at least two of her appointments
with him. Avery placed direct calls to Halbach’s cell phone before she arrived using *67
to hide his identity.

In the early evening, after Halbach’s appointment, Avery’s brother, Earl, observed Avery
near his truck and trailer with Avery’s snowmobile on top. Earl found it strange that
Avery would remove the snowmobile from the trailer and put it in his garage since Earl’s
understanding was that Avery was going to take the snowmobile to a dealer and sell it.
When asked by police about the Suzuki, Earl Avery stated it had been outside the garage
a few days earlier. Avery’s accomplice told police that Avery shot Halbach in his garage.

Avery gave several different statements about his interaction with Halbach on the day she
was murdered. First, that she never arrived for her appointment with him; second, that
she did, but he only saw her through a window in his trailer home and did not speak with
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her; third, that she came inside where he paid her; and, finally, that he went outside to her
car and paid her for the photo shoot.

Avery has a history of extreme violence and sexual aggression against women, including
beating, strangulation, death threats, attempted abduction at gunpoint, and allegations of
rape.

45. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos, jointly and in concert with the remaining defendants

and with reckless disregard for the truth, blatantly and absurdly distorted the nature of three of

Avery’s prior crimes. Had the true nature of his past crimes been accurately portrayed, a

reasonable viewer would have been less likely to accept defendants’ wholly false narrative that

plaintiff and other local police officers framed Avery for Halbach’s murder. Upon information

and belief, defendants Ricciardi and Demos had access to the police reports and criminal

complaints associated with each of these crimes and knew of their contents.

Avery was convicted of animal abuse when he was 20 years old. Police reports indicate
that he and another party poured gas and oil on the family’s pet cat, intentionally threw it
in a bonfire, and watched it burn to death. In Episode 1 of MAM, defendants portrayed
the incident as an accident and at worst, a childhood prank.

In 1986, Avery received a six-year prison sentence on convictions for endangering safety
by conduct regardless of life and felon in possession of a firearm in connection with his
running a woman’s car off the road, holding her at gun point and ordering her into his car
with the apparent intent to rape her. MAM omitted significant details and used edited
portions of depositions to cast Avery as a victim and the victim as a villain for spreading
rumors about him.

On September 4, 2004, approximately a year before murdering Halbach, Avery was
arrested for assaulting his fiancé, Jodi Stachowski. On information and belief, Defendants
Ricciardi and Demos had access to the police reports concerning the incident and knew of
their contents. The reports indicate that Avery shoved Stachowski causing her to fall into
a chair and hit her head. Avery then struck her numerous times and threatened to kill her.
When Stachowski tried calling 911, Avery ripped the phone out of the wall before she
could report the assault. Avery began strangling her and as she lost consciousness he
dragged her outside to his vehicle. When Stachowski regained consciousness, Avery said:
“I should get the gun and kill you.”

Upon information and belief, Ricciardi and Demos had access to and reviewed the police
reports concerning Avery’s arrest for assaulting Stachowski. They knew what Stachowski
had reported to police, but they chose to omit it because it did not fit with their false
characterization of Avery as a harmless individual unlikely to commit a murder. To
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further their storyline, they portrayed Stachowski as unafraid and supportive of Avery
while knowing she was anything but.

46. Defendants also presented material in such a way that the defense conspiracy theories
received the last, apparently unrefuted word, mixing in-court excerpts with out-of-court
statements by defense attorneys in an attempt to portray defense theories and speculation as
actual and unanswered facts. This includes but is not limited to the following:

e Jerome Buting (end of MAM 6): One of the things that the state argued is that it
would have taken a wide-ranging conspiracy of so many people to pull this off and
that there’s just no way this could be possible. But in fact, that’s not true. Really,
two people could have done this easily enough if they had the motive to do it.
Maybe one even. And the whole argument, well why would they risk doing this and
risk getting caught. You have to understand, they probably would have no fear of
ever being caught doing this. You know, who better than a police officer would
know how to frame somebody?

[cuts to video of James Lenk being sworn to testify] [theme music plays]
Claims for Relief
Count I — Defamation — Actual Malice

47. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations of Paragraphs 1 - 46, above, as though fully
set forth herein.

48. Defendants, jointly and severally, acting with actual malice, defamed, libeled and
slandered Plaintiff by their creation, production, distribution, publication, and broadcast of the
documentary, “Making a Murderer.”

49. Defendants’ false statements and communications about Plaintiff include, but are not

limited to, the following statements and communications in the “Making a Murderer” broadcasts:
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a) The statements described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B,
above.

b) The statements and communications made in the “Making a Murderer” broadcasts,
the transcripts of which are attached hereto as Exhibit A. These statements collectively
communicated to the viewing public the false assertion that Plaintiff was a participant in a
law enforcement conspiracy and scheme to frame Steven Avery for the murder of Teresa
Halbach. Defendants falsely stated and communicated through their broadcast that Plaintiff
planted evidence, including but not limited to, Teresa Halbach’s valet key, her vehicle, and
her bone fragments, her blood, and Avery’s blood and/or DNA, in order to frame allegedly
innocent Defendants or to strengthen their case against them.

c) The words expressly used in the broadcasts are made more defamatory to Plaintiff
because of the Defendants’ omission of information that was essential to a truthful depiction
of the facts, including, but not limited to, the facts that were omitted as described in
Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B, above. Among other things, Defendants
included in their broadcasts only one-sided biased interviews that cast police and prosecutors
as villains determined to prosecute and convict Avery for a crime that he did not commit and
cast Avery and his attorneys as heroes.

d) The statements described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B,
above, which were false because the statements do not accurately reflect the testimony or
events purported to be recounted by Defendants, as a result of ;he manipulation of the content
as described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B. Among other things,
Defendants selectively edited and spliced trial and deposition testimony and excluded facts

that contradicted their false statements and communications.
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50. Defendants knew or had reason to know that the statements were false, but made the
false statements and communications described above with actual malice, intentionally and
knowing that they were false or with reckless disregard for the statements and communications’
truth or falsity. The purported conspiracy and scheme described through Defendants’ false
statements and communications was the product of Defendants’ imagination and Defendants
knew that the statements and communications about the purported conspiracy and scheme were
false.

51. Defendants’ false statements and communications as described above are not mere
statements of opinion, but are definitive declarations of fact provable as either true or false.

52. Defendants’ false statements and communications as described above were
communicated and published to the viewing public in the United States of America and in
additional countries that subscribe to Netflix and/or to which Netflix publications are distributed.
According to published estimates; more than 19.3 million viewers watched the “Making a
Murderer” series within the first 35 days of its broadcast.

53. Defendants’ false statements and communications as described above were not
privileged or exceed the scope of any alleged privilege because the Defendants, and each of
them, intentionally and knowingly or with reckless disregard for the truth, communicated as facts
statements that were not truthful and accurate regarding the matters asserted and that went
beyond the statements contained in the record of any official proceedings. In addition,
Defendants added their own factual assertions and intermixed them with the records of official
proceedings in a manner that falsely portrayed the record of the proceedings, including, but not

limited to, in the manner described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B, above.
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54. Defendants’ false statements and communications tended to harm Plaintiff and actually
and irreparably harmed and damaged Plaintiff’s reputation, lowering him in the estimation of the
community and subjecting him to hostility, hatred and ridicule, and deterring third persons from
associated or dealing with him in, among others, the following respects:

a) Plaintiff is a devoted husband, parent, decorated United States Air Force veteran, and
dedicated public servant, and enjoyed an impeccable professional reputation prior to
December 18, 2015, when Defendants published their false statements and communications
about him. Since that time, Plaintiff has been subject to worldwide ridicule, contempt and
disdain as a result of the baseless and false assertions in Making of a Murderer.

b) A Google search of Plaintiff’s name prior to Defendants’ false statements and
communications about Plaintiff would have revealed two nondescript news articles about
routine local crime that plaintiff had a role in investigating. The same search now yields
more-than 1.8 million hits, nearly all of them painting Plaintiff in a negative light. 732
YouTube videos about Plaintiff’s perceived nefarious role in the Avery case have been
produced as a result of Defendants’ false statements and communications.

c¢) National and international news and entertainment media have published hundreds of
articles, television and radio segments adopting and republishing the Defendants’ false and
defamatory statements and communications about Plaintiff. Social media, including
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Reddit are replete with threats and insults directed at
Plaintiff because of the baseless accusations against Plaintiff made by Defendants.

Countless tweets, memes, and insulting and threatening social media posts portraying

Plaintiff as a corrupt police officer and cooperative in framing Avery have been posted

online.
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55. Defendants, jointly and severally, have compounded and aggravated the harm to
Plaintiff’s reputation by deliberately ignoring critical analysis in the aftermath of the release of
the Making of a Murderer broadcasts. Thorough, careful, and objective analysis by some
members of the public and a few journalists revealed that the series had badly distorted the facts.
Upon information and belief, Defendants were aware of the critical analysis and could have
taken action to prevent further harm to Plaintiff’s reputation by admitting their distortions and
omissions of fact when the above-mentioned articles were published and in the sequel to the
original series, “Making of a Murderer Part 2. Instead, with actual malice, Defendants doubled
down by distorting and omitting additional facts to bolster their pre-ordained conclusion that
Plaintiff participated in the alleged framing of Avery.

56. Defendants’ false statements and communications were made in an intentional disregard
for the Plaintiff’s rights and with ill will toward Plaintiff and as a result of other bad motives,
including, but not limited to, Defendants® determination to slant and distort the truth to
sensationalize the facts and circumstances surrounding the investigation of Teresa Halbach’s
murder and the trial of Steven Avery for her murder in order to exploit those events and
circumstances for Defendants® own economic benefit at the expense of the individuals who were
involved in the investigation and trial.

57. As a result of the damage to Plaintiff’s reputation that was caused by Defendants’ false
statements and communications about Plaintiff, Plaintiff is entitled to damages in a total amount
lo be determined at trial, including, but not limited to, general damages; compensatory damages;

special damages, including, but not limited to, lost wages; and punitive damages.
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Count II — Negligence (In the Alternative)

58. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations of Paragraphs | - 57, above, as though fully
set forth herein.

59. Defendants owed the Plaintiff a duty to exercise reasonable care when making and
communicating statements and communications about Plaintiff.

60. Defendants knew or had reason to know that the statements described in Paragraphs 25-
27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B, above were false, but, alternatively to the allegations set
forth in Paragraph 50, above, in making and communicating the statements and communications
about Plaintiff, Defendants breached their duty of care to Plaintiff by failing to exercise
reasonable care in ascertaining the truth or falsity of the statements and communications
described above.

61. Defendants’ false statements and communications as described above were
communicated and published to the viewing public in the United States of America and in
additional countries that subscribe to Netflix and/or to which Netflix publications are distributed,
as further described above.

62. Defendants’ failure to exercise reasonable care in making and communicating the
statements described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B caused damage and
harm to Plaintiff’s reputation as set forth in Paragraph 54 above. Additionally plaintiff has
suffered physical effects such as high blood pressure and anxiety.

63. Defendants' false statements and communications as described above were not
privileged or exceed the scope of any alleged privilege because the Defendants communicated as
facts statements that were not truthful and accurate regarding the matters asserted and that went

beyond the statements contained in the record of any official proceedings. In addition,
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b}

Defendants added their own factual assertions and intermixed them with the records of official
proceedings in a manner that falsely portrayed the record of the proceedings, including, but not
limited to, in the manner described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B, above.

64. Defendants knew or had reason to know that the statements were false, but made the
false statements and communications 'described above with actual malice, intentionally and
knowing that they were false or with reckless disregard for the statements and communications’
truth or falsity. The purported conspiracy and scheme described through Defendants’ false
statements and communications was the product of Defendants’ imagination and Defendants
knew that the statements and communications about the purported conspiracy and scheme were
false.

65. Defendants’ false statements and communications as described above were made in an
intentional disregard of Plaintiff’s rights.

66. As a result of the damage to Plaintiff’s reputation that was caused by Defendants’ false
statements and communications about Plaintiff, Plaintiff is entitled to damages in a total amount
to be determined at trial, including, but not limited to, general damages; compensatory damages;
and special damages, including, but not limited to, lost wages; personal / physical injury, and
punitive damages.

Count III - Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress

67. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations of Pa;-agraphs 1-66, above, as though fully
set forth hercin.

68. Defendants acted intentionally or recklessly in making the statements and

communications as described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B, above.
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69. Defendants’ actions and conduct as described above were extreme and outrageous.
Defendants could and should have reasonably foreseen that their false rendering of Plaintiff as a
corrupt police officer who allegedly helped frame an allegedly innocent man would lead to
popular outrage and threats, resulting in extreme emotional distress.

70. As a direct result of Defendants’ actions, conduct, communications and statements as
described above,

a) Plaintiff has received serious and ongoing threats to his and his family’s safety;

b) Plaintiff has been subject to recorded telephone threats, the sheer volume of which fill
the capacity of 28 compact discs;

¢) Plaintiff has received ;lumerous late-night telephone calls in which callers have
screamed profanities and threatened to do him physical harm;

d) Avery sympathizers have threatened to kill Plaintiff and members of his family,
kidnap and sodomize him and gang rape Plaintiff’s wife;

e) Photographs of Plaintiff’s children have been posted online by hateful viewers
influenced by Defendants’ communications and statements;

f) Plaintiff has had to be more cautious and guarded in nearly every aspect of his life,
including in making travel plans and where he and his wife can eat in public; and

g) Due to the threats of violence and the hostility against him that have been caused by

Defendants’ statements and communications, Plaintiff is required to maintain a state of A

hypervigilance at all times and to constantly be alert to potential danger to his tamily’s

safety.
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71. As a direct result of Defendants’ actions, conduct, communications, and statements and
the foreseeable consequences thereof, Plaintiff suffers and has suffered from severe emotional
distress and anxiety, and exhaustion.

72. As a result of the foregoing, Plaintiff is entitled to damages in a total amount to be
determined at trial, including, but not limited to, general damages; compensatory damages;
special damages, including but not limited to, lost wages; and punitive damages.
WHEREFORE, PLAINTIFF RESPECTFULLY REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING RELIEF:

A. Damage in a an amount to be determined at trial;

B. Attorneys’ fees and costs incurred in prosecuting this action; and

C. Such other and further relief as may be allowed by law.

Dated this 4™ day of March, 2019.

LAW FIRM OF CONWAY, OLEINICZAK & JERRY, S.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff, Andrew L. Colborn

By: Electronically signed by George Burnett
George Burnett

POST OFFICE ADDRESS:
231 S. Adams Street

Green Bay, WI 54301

P.O. Box 23200

Green Bay, WI 54305-3200
Phone: (920) 437-0476

Fax: (920) 437-2868

State Bar No. 1005964
#3041117_2
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GRIESBACH LAW OFFICES, LLC

By: Electronically signed by Michael C. Griesbach
Attorney Michael C. Griesbach
State Bar No. 01012799
Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
PO Box 2047
Manitowoc, W1 54221-2047
(920) 320-1358

SCHOTT, BUBLITZ & ENGEL, S.C.

By: Electronically signed by April Rockstead Barker
April Rockstead Barker
State Bar No. 1026163
Schott, Bublitz & Engel, S.C.
640 W. Moreland Blvd.
Waukesha, W1 53188-2433
(262)-827-1700
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SEASON 1 - EPISODE 1
Avery: They had the evidence back then that I didn’t do it. But nobody said anything....

Kim Ducat: They weren’t just gonna let Stevie out. They weren't gonna hand that man $36
million. They weren’t gonna be made a laughing stock, that’s for sure.

They just weren’t gonna do all that. And something in my gut said they’re not done with him.
Something’s gonna happen,. They’re not handing that kind of money over to Steve Avery.

(MAM shows photos including that of Plaintiff Andy Colborn testifying in the background
during the above excerpt, along with others alleged to be part of the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s
Department “conspiracy™).

SEASON 1 - EPISODE 2

Steve Glynn: The day of or the day after Steven’s release, law enforcement officers in
Manitowoc are writing memos to describe activity that had occurred almost ten years earlier.
They don’t do that unless they feel threatened.

Steve Glynn: We leamned during litigation something that we had absolutely no knowledge of
before the lawsuit got started. That 1995 was a very, very significant point in this thing.

[video deposition of plaintiff shown in background]

And that there is not only something to this idea that law enforcement had information about
somebody else, but there is serious meat on those bones, I mean serious meat. What we leam is
that while Steven Avery is sitting in prison, now for a decade, a telephone call comes in to the
Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department [image of report prepared by plaintiff is shown in
background] from another law enforcement agency which at least one of the other officers
involved in that process believed to be the Brown County Sheriff’s Department saying that they
had someone in custody who said that he had committed an assault in Manitowoc, and an assault
for which somebody was currently in prison.

[resumes footage from video deposition of plaintiff]

Glynn: You’ve gone over exhibit 138.
Plaintiff: Yes, sir.
Glynn: It describes you receiving a telephone call 1994 or 1995 from someone who

identified himself as a detective, correct?
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Plaintiff: Yes.

Glynn: The detective indicated that there was a person in custody who had made a
statement about a Manitowoc county offense, correct?

Plaintiff: Yes.

Glynn: And what that person in custody had said was that he had committed an assault in
Manitowoc County and someone else was in jail for it, correct?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.
[footage of Glynn speaking in an interview]

Glynn: Manitowoc doesn’t have huge numbers of major assaults where pcople go to prison and
certainly where people would still be in prison. Therc is a very distinct possibility, I would say
likelihood, that it’s Gregory Allen, [graphic shows in background depicting bullet point and a
developing timcline that states: 1995 ® Gregory Allen is arrested for sexual assault in Brown
County/Andrew Colborn receives call about inmate confession] it’s the Brown County Sheriff’s
Department that is in 1995 on the Gregory Allen case, that Gregory Allen has said something
about Steven Avery, and at a minimum, somebody ought to check this out.

[back to footage of plaintiff’s video deposition]
Glynn: I mean that’s a significant event.
Plaintiff: Right, that’s what stood out in my mind.

[back to interview with Glynn]

Glynn: The fellow who got that call was a guy named Colbert. And you might say that
there should be a record of him immediately making a report on this, there might be a record of
his immcdiately contacting a supervising officer, there might be a record of him contacting a
detective who handlcs sexual assault cases, ahh, there might be some record of it. But if you
thought any of those things, you’d be wrong, because there isn’t any record in 1995, 1996, 1997,
1998, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 [returns to image of graphic with years running from prior
timeline image and with Plaintiff’s image above it, and a statement after the year “2003” that
statcs “DNA evidence exonerates Steven Avery.”] Now 2003 is a year that has meaning
because that’s when Steven Avery got out. And the day he got out, or the day after, that’s when
Colburn decides to contact his superior officer, named Lenk. And Lenk tells him to write a
report. And they then go have contact with the Sheriff. Now, let’s just stop and think about that
for a minute. Why does that happen, why does it happen then, when it didn’t happen eight years
earlier? Um, ahh, I mean, I think I know the answer. I think the answer is pretty clearly these
people realized that they had screwed up big time. Colburn realized it, Lenk as his superior
realized it, and the Sheriff realized it. [images of plaintiff, Lenk, and thc Sheriff are shown] So
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Lenk tells Colburn to write a report, the Sheriff tells Lenk, “Get me the report,” the Sheriff puts
the report in a safe. That’s how much he cares about documenting this thing. Well, obviously
it doesn’t do anybody, it certainly docsn’t do Steve Avery any good to document that eight years
after the fact, because Steve Avery has been sitting in a cage for those cight years.

[This falsely implies that plaintiff did not advise any appropriate person within the MTSO of the
call when it came in 1995 and that Colbum belicved that he had “screwed up” and raised the
issue later in an attempt to cover up an carlier failure to do anything about the call, when in fact,
plaintiff did transfer the call to an appropriate individual within the MTSO.]

[footage of Lt. James Lenk testifying]

Glynn: This document didn’t begin to get prepared until after you had talked to Sheriff
Peterson. Is that a fair statement?

Lt. Lenk: Correct.

Glynn: This indicates that Colburn said he was informed by someone in 95 or 96 that the
case was already solved and the right person was arrested, true? [images of
report]

Lt. Lenk: True.

Glynn: Scrgeant Colburn couldn’t recall who it was who told him that the case had
already been solved, true?

Lt. Lenk: True. That’s what he told me.

Glynn; Did he have — did he make any gucsses about that or say, gee, it could have becn
this person, it could have been that person, I’'m not surc?

Lt. Lenk: He wasn’t surc.

[ switches to video deposition testimony of Sheriff Peterson; identificd as “Steven’s 1985
arresting officer”

Glynn: You recognize cxhibit 125.

Sheriff: That’s one of the Sheriff’s Department statement forms. And it looks like James
Lenk’s signaturc on it.

Glynn: Okay, and have you seen this document before?

Sheriff: No.

Glynn; Okay. And how about 138, which is the, well, you'tell me what it is.
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Sheriff: Ycah. That’s another one of our statement forms uh, looks like it was filled out
by Andrew Colburn.

[close up of Plaintiff’s signature on the form]

Glynn: And again, have you seen that document before today?
Sheriff: No.
Avery: A lot of pcoplc told me to watch my back. Most of the time, I didn’t even

believe them. But then, sitting and doing depositions, I don’t know. It kind of changed my
mind. They werc covering something up. [showing close ups of the report prepared by plaintiff]
And they were still covering something up. Even with the sheriff who’s on there now — he’s
covering something up.

[switches to footage of plaintiff’s video deposition]

Glynn: Have you cver had any conversations with anybody else other than Sheriff
Peterson and Lictenant Lenk about the subject matter of exhibit 138? Ever discuss
it with anyone else, any other officers, any friends, any family?

Plaintiff: Not that I can specifically recall. I may have mentioned it to other people but 1
don’t recall doing it.

[Switches to video deposition of Mark Rohrer, Manitowoc County District Attorney]

Counscl: At the time that you received information from the crime lab telling you that
Gregory Allen was inculpated in the sexual assault of Mrs. Beernsten, did you
have conversation with any people in the Sheriff’s office?

Rohrer: Yes.
Counsel: Who were they?

Rohrer: Andy Colburn, and J im Lenk had information that he had received.
Counsel: Let me show what’s been marked as exhibit 124.

Rohrer: I’'m familiar with the document.

Counsel: Who's Douglass Jones?

Rohrer: Assistant District Attorney for Manitowoc County.

Counsel: All right. What is this memo, to your understanding?
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Rohrer:

1t speaks for itself. He had a telephone conversation with Gene Kusche about the
case.

[switches to video deposition testimony of Chief Deputy Eugenc Kusche])

Counsel:

Kusche:

Counscl:

Kusche:
Counsel:

Kusche:

Counsel:

Kusche:

Counsel:
told him?

Kusche:

Counsel:

Kusche:

Counsel:

This document reflects a conversation between you and Douglass Jones shortly
after it became public knowledge that Steven Avery had been exculpated and that
Gregory Allen had been inculpated right?

That’s correct.

All right. He says as he, Doug Jones, was trying to close thc conversation, you
told him that in 95 or 96 [cuts to graphic of chart showing Plaintiff’s photo under
photo of Sheriff Tom Kocourek] Andy Colburn had told Manitowoc County
Sheriff Tom Kocourek that an officer from Brown County had told Colburn [close
up on reports and Colburn’s name] that Allen and not Avery might’ve actually
committed the Bernstcen assault. Okay? Did you in fact tell that to Douglass
Jones?

Idon’t recall.
All right. Does seeing this document, 124, refresh your recollection?

My recollection of this conversation, which is not very strong, was that Colburn
made a comment to me about re-- getting some information. . . ..

Yeah . ... Okay the statement goes on and says, the next sentence says, Gene
stated, that’s you, that Colburn was told by Kocourek, something to the effect that
we already have the right guy, and he should not concern himself. Now, did
Colburn tell that to you?

Idon’trecall....

Do you have any reason to believe that Doug Jones would misrecord what you

No.

Then it goes on to say that Doug Jones asked you if this information was known.
Do you remember him asking that?

No.

Then it goes on to say that you said James Lenk . . . .was aware. Did you tell that
to Doug Jones?
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Kusche: If he put it there, I probably did.
Counsel: And what was the basis for your knowledge about that?
Kusche: It would have had to have been Andy Colburn.

[shows image of plaintiff from plaintiff’s video deposition]

Glynn: This was an unconscionable withholding of information that would have been of usc to
Steven Avery’s lawycrs, who were right at that time in the middle of litigation asserting based on
the fingernail scrapings that there may have been somebody else involved in this. If that
information had come to light in 1995, Steven Avery would have gotten out in 1995. So they
cost Steven Avery cight years of his life. This is as close to a conspiracy of silence as I think you
could find in a case.

Kelly: Did you provide this information to the attorney general’s office?

Rohrer: Yes. My recollection says I believe we did.

Kelly: And who’s “we”?

Rohrer: Mike Griesbach and I when we went to Madison.

Kelly: But this memo is, was drafted after you had been to Madison.

Rohrer: I'm not sure the date we were in Madison.

Kelly: You’re saying you told that information to the attorney general’s office?

Rohrer: We passcd everything we had obtained to the attorney general’s office.

Kelly: Ok, well, neither this memo nor anything about Colborn and Lenk is in any of the

records that were provided to the attorney general’s office. I can tell you that.

[rotating footage of Manitowoc County officials and others, including plaintiff, appears in
background]

Walt Kelly: October of 2005, from the perspective of the Manitowoc County government and
their defense lawyers, I belicve they all knew that they were in the most serious kind of trouble.
That there was a very grave prospect of a very, very substantial verdict.

Manitowoc County, and the Sheriff and the District attorney are arguably covered by insurance
policies and there’s a good half dozcn insurance policies. However, the insurers have taken the
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position that because of the nature of the allegations against the County, the Sheriff and the DA,
the policies do not cover, which would mean that Manitowoc County itself, and the sheriff and
thc DA, would be on the hook for those damages in that civil suit.

Glynn: We don’t need to have somebody tell us that this is going to have an cffect on law
enforcement.  Of course it has an effect on law enforcement. Are you kidding me? I mean law
enforcement officers get uptight when there’s even a suggestion that they have said something
wrong in a courtroom. Imagine what it’s like when you’re going to say that you’re a liar, and
that you hid evidence, and that you deliberately prosecuted a person that you knew, or at least
had reason to know, wasn’t guilty of the crime? And putting all that aside, by the way, in terms
of your own professionalism, there’s a guy out there raping and beating women while they guy
that you put in prison is sitting in a cell. How’s that make you feel?

We were just on the absolute edge of getting ready to go after the named defendants in the case
with depositions when I get a call from Walt who tells mc that he has gotten a call from a
journalist asking if either of us would care to comment on the apparent intersection in life
between Steven Avery and a woman who has gone missing in the Manitowoc area who we later
leam to be Teresa Halbach.

[timeline is again displayed indicating dates of plaintiff’s and other’s depositions in proximity to
Halbach disappearance]

[news footage regarding Halbach’s disappcarance and information about her 1999 dark green
RAYV Toyota]

[news footage of Avery interview]

Avery:..... Anybody can go down the road at nighttime when everybody’s sleeping and just
drive in — my brother ain’t going to hear nothing,

Reporter: So who do you thirk did something with her?

Avery: I got no idea. If the County did something, or whatever and try to plant evidence on me
or something, I don’t know. 1wouldn’t put nothing past the county.

[cutting to footage of Ken Kratz press conference, then to footage of police on scene]

Spoken by Avery: All I can think is they’re trying to railroad me again.
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Avery: I ain’t been home, They’s been scarching. You know, how hard is it to put evidence in
the house or on the property? .. .. The. ... sheriff. .. was out to get me last time. How do I
know he ain’t got nothing to do with it this time? . . ..

[more news reports]

Avery: It all comes back — all these memories and everything else, and they’re just sketching me
out again. And decp down, it hurts.

[more news footage]

Avery: You know we're all victims, and they just won't leave us alone. They just keep it up and
keep itup. You know, a person can only take so much, you know. Right now, I got enough of
‘em. You know, they can go somewhere elsc and just leave us alone. Let us do our lifc and live

normal.
[footage of Avery being interrogated]

Avery: See, if somebody else plants that shit there, you ain’t going to see. ...

Officer: How does your DNA get inside of her truck?

Avery: My DNA ain’t. That’s becausc they got blood out of me. How much blood they got out
of me? Alotofblood.....

SEASON 1 ~ EPISODE 3

[Courtroom testimony — testimony by officers in Court regarding key, pictures of Colburn and
Lenk standing next to each other]

Unidentified woman/bar patron: I really do think he was framed. You know? There’s a lot
that points to where the Sheriff’s Department could’ve had something to do with it. And then I
don’t know if it’s true or not, but I also heard that Manitowoc County was not supposed to be
allowed in to search, and they were in there and they searched. And that’s who found the key
apparcntly after the third day was the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Deparment. So I mean, like I
said, none of it really adds up.

Unidentified man/bar patron: I only have one word, from the cops on up: corruption. [ mean, big
time. I mean, if people dig far enough, they’ll see that.

Unidentified woman/bar patron: I don’t carc what anybody says, that’s a lot of money to pay out
from here in Manitowoc County. It’s a small area and I really, truly believe the county didn’t
have the funds to pay it out, so somehow, some way, I don't care if they hate me, that somchow
some way something got set up I don’t care who it was And they can say, “Oh, you really
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believe the Manitowoc County police department and the FBI and everybody came in and they
set this all up just to have Steven Avery guilty of this thing? Yes I do. I'm sorry, yes I do.

[footage of interview with Sheriff Tom Kocourek regarding settlement with County; switches to
footage of phone call between Avery and his sister]

Avcry: This way, they figure they just got away with it, they can do it again. . ... You know it
ain’t gonna stop ‘cm.

[interview of Dean Strang after he is rctained for Avery]

Strang: Ididn’t see them plant evidence with my own two eyes. [ didn’t seeit. ButdoI
understand how human beings might be tempted to plant evidence under the circumstances in
which thc Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department found itsclf after Steven’s cxoneration, of
the lawsuit, of the Avery commission, of the governor hugging Steven, and holding him up as an
example of the criminal justice system gone wrong? Do I have any difficulty understanding
what human emotions might have driven police officers to want to augment or confirm their
beliefs that he must have killed Teresa Halbach? I don’t have any difficulty understanding thosc
human emotions at all.

[interview of Jerry Buting]

Buting: So, you’ve got motivation of the officers to want to get him. And then when lo and
behold there’s this woman who disappears and one of the last people she saw was Steven Avery.
.. now we've got him. A-ha. We knew it. They conclude that he’s guilty, right off the bat.
And they thought, “We’rc going to make sure he’s convicted.” And they helped it along by
planting his blood in the RAV4 and by planting that key in his bedroom.”

SEASON 1-- EPISODE 4

Pete Bactz: . . . .But they came up and represented that they only DNA found on that key was
Steven Avery’s. That is patently ridiculous. Any crevices, anything else in that key would have
retained her DNA. And for them to be able to say only Steven’s DNA is on this indicates to me
that that key was scrubbed clean and his DNA was place on it.

Buting: Some would — might think, “Well, you know, we -- our hands werc tied. You know?
That you got a client who's saying that he’s being framed. Publicly, that’s kind of the defense
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you'd better go with or you’re contradicting your own client. But it really wasn’t that way here.
The defense was raised because we think the evidence pointed that way. Here’s what we saw.
The Rav 4, the victim’s RAYV 4 is found on the AverySalvage Yard property — a ridiculous place
to leave it if he was the killcr. There was a crusher on the property . . . Second, his blood was
found inside the vehicle, but only in a few areas. Spots, so to speak. There was evidence that he
had a cut on his finger, but what didn’t make sense was that there was no fingerprints of avery’s
at all in or on the vehicle. That would mean, if Avcry was the killer he had to have had glovcs.
But if he’s got gloves on, how could he be actively bleeding and leaving his blood behind?. .. ..
So it looked to us like maybe his argument that “If my blood is in that vchicle somebody planted
it there,” maybe the evidencc was pointing that way.

[Fox 11 report on Avery’s “Framing defense”)

[Brendan Dassey scgments]

Buting interview: Sheriff Peterson was the arrcsting officcr of Avery in 1985. He’s now the
head of that office and clearly, clcarly has a strong dislike for Avery. If the very top guy has this
kind of attitude about Avery and that kind of personal involvement in the case of Avery, that’s
gonna to permeate the department, the whole department. If not, at least it’s going to permeate
the upper echclon that’s close to_him, and that would include the licutenants and the sergeants.

[showing photos in a hierarchy, including Sheriff Peterson and others, and plaintiff’s photo, the
lower levels of which are shown in brighter color to stand out)

[discussion of involvement of Lenk in Avery’s 1985 case; then shows examination of 1985 case
file, leading up to blood vial examination]

Buting (on the phone to Strang): Let me tell you. This is a red-letter day for the defense. It
could not have been better. The seal was clearly broken on the outside of the box and inside the
box is a Styofoam kit. The seal is broken in that. We pulled the Styrofoam halves apart and
there in all of its glory was a test tube that said Steven Avery, inmate number, everything on it.
The blood is liquid. And get this, right in the ccnter of the top of the tube is a little tiny hole.
Just about the size of a hypodermic needle. . . . . And I spoke with a LabCorp person already who
told me they don’t do that. ... .. Think about it, Dean. If LabCorp didn’t stick the needle
_ through the top, then who did? Some officer went into that filc, opened it up, took a sample of
Steve Avery’s blood and planted it in the RAV4,

SEASON 1 - EPISODE §

Buting; Somebody knew that [the RAV 4] was there before they ever went in there. I'm
convinced of it.
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[Cuts to footage of interrogation of Avery]
Avery: What about this cop?
Tammy told me that....

She told me that she’d heard that a cop put it out there and planted evidence.
Officer: Put what out there?

Avery: That vehicle.

Officer: And that’s Theresa’s vehicle?

Avery: Yeah.

Officer: So Tammy told you that somebody told her that a cop put that vehicle --

Theresa’s vehicle -- out on your property?

Avery: Ycah.

[Cuts to footage of plaintiff about to testify, including their splicing in testimony that replaced a
lack of an answer to a question by Strang regarding the call to dispatch about the license plate, as
described in Paragraph 32 of the Amended Complaint]

SEASON 1 - EPISODE 6

Jerry Buting: One of the things that the state argued is that it would have taken a wide-ranging
conspiracy of so many people to pull this off and that there’s just no way this could be possible.
But in fact, that’s not true. Really, two people could have done this easily enough if they had the
motive to do it. Maybe one even. And the whole argument, well why would they risk doing
this and risk getting caught. You have to understand, they probably would have no fear of ever
being caught doing this. You know, who better than a police officer would know how to frame
somebody?

[cuts to video of James Lenk being sworn to testify]

SEASON1 - EPISODE 7

Allen Avery: They had Steve picked as far as I'm concerned right away. They set him up.
Right from the beginning. . ...

They didn’t find nothing down by his trailer for 3-4 days. Then all the sudden stuff starts. “Oh,
we found this and we found that.” And then the Manitowoc cops found the key. They weren’t
supposed to be investigating this at all, right?
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[switches to trial testimony regarding the discovery of the key and defens¢’s attempt to show that
it was planted]

Buting, talking with Strang out of Court: It’s not enough to just get the key. He wants Avery’s
DNA on that. And so he is gonna wait until it is the right timc. And there is a Calumet County
deputy with him on all of their searches.

Strang: Yep. There is, somewhere near.
Buting: Somewhere nearby, and he was just waiting for the right timc . . . when he could do it.

Strang: That key docs not fall from you, know, in betwecn the backboard and the frame of that
little bookcase.

Buting: No. And find its way undemeath a pair of slippers.

Buting: And if we get them thinking, look, if the guy’s capable of planting a key, who’s to say
he’s not capable of planting blood?

Strang: Blood’s easy.
Buting: Yesh.

Strang: Blood’s easy.
Buting: Blood’s easy.

Buting: The bottom line is, they knew their boss had just recused the department and turned over
Icad authority in this investigation to the neighboring department because of that lawsuit. They
were deposed in the lawsuit. They didn’t tell, you know . . ..

[cut to footage of Lenk being examined in Court by Strang about his alleged conflict of interest;
then cut to footage of Avery’s mother cooking with subtitled audio of Steven Avery talking]

Avery: I'm in the same situation that I was before. Just of couple of them wanting to nail me.
And the other ones didn’t. But nobody speaks up. I gotta go through this over and over.

[shows image of Plaintiff waiting to testify]
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Avery (continuing) Sometimes I just wonder, I don’t know. It’s just hard to take all in, you
know?

[Switching to shot of Plaintiff standing in Court waiting to testify, then Avery appcaring to look
at Plaintiff and looking sad, then segment with Kratz examining Plaintiff in Court, then Strang
cxamining Plaintiff]

Pete Baetz (Strang and Buting’s investigator):

The Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department had, by their own admission, in fact, they’re the
first ones that brought it up, that there was a conflict of interest there. And a conflict of interest
in the investigation of a crime is probably the most serious violation any investigating agency
can make, because it brings into question their credibility in actions throughout the case. If1
had to guess, I would say that they declarcd it a conflict of intcrest to dot the I's and cross the t's.
They didn’t implement the proccdure that would follow a conflict of interest and that is quite
simply to totally back off. They continued their active role in the investigation. They developed
most of the evidence and when they took on that role that they shouldn’t have, they also
committed themselves to proving Steven Avery had committed the crime.

[Switching to news conference footage:]

Reporter: Sgt. Colburn was up there for quite some time today. This is a gentleman who I think
has been a law enforcement officer for 13 years. He puts on a uniform and badge and gun every

day and goes to work and tries to do his best. 'We're all here, we're putting this on tv, this guy’s *

gonna go homc and listen to his son maybe cry about how everybody in school made fun of him
because his dad’s a bad cop.

Strang: This was a hard day, and there’ve been some hard days for Sgt. Colbumn. But any pain,
any burden that he’s bearing pales in comparison to what the State of Wisconsin and the peoplc
working for it have inflicted on Steven Avery and his family. And right now, Steven Avery
needs Jerry Buting and Dean Strang and anybody out there who believes in him, badly. We do
believe in him. And we are willing to do hard things to advance his cause. And he’s been saying
since November 2005 that somcone must have planted his blood if it’s in that car.

Reporter: But my question is though, if you were going to put somebody on the stand and
accuse that person of a conspiracy, Mr, Kratz kind of made it sound like you should be able to
offer some proof that this planting actually took place.

Strang: You’re hearing the evidence of the conspiracy. And I've sat in many a federal
courtroom and heard federal prosecutors prove a conspiracy on less than we’ve heard already
here and that you will hear by the end of this trial.
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[trial examination of Fassbender regarding sign-in sheet at the scene and examination of Lenk;
switches to footage of Avery phone call with his mother]

Avery’s mother: It secems suspicious.

Avery: Yeah.

Avery's mother: Them people ain’t gonna get away with everything,.
Avery: No. No. That’s why Kratz is worried about it.
Avery’s mother: Yeah.

Avery: Yeah, he’s scared now.

Avery’s mother: Oh yeah?

Avery: Well, why wouldn’t he be?

[shows other segments regarding EDTA testing by FBI]

Buting (speaking in his car): Look how quickly they got the FBI to retool their instruments,
recalibrate everything, do these internal validation studies they’re going to claim, um, and get
results within a matter of weeks. A few weeks. On a test that they haven’t done for 10 years.
And yet, the crime lab has, in 2002, evidence in its lab that Steven Avery is innocent, and it sits
for a year before it gets tested. It shows the imbalance between the individual and the power of
the government. The full force of which they’re trying to bring to bear on this man. Why? Why
in this case? Because we have accused — and the evidence suspiciously points.to — framing by
one of them. And when you do that, “you do so at your peril,” as the state would say, you know?

Again, it’s not like they think they’re framing an innocent man. But they are.
SEASON 1 - EPISODE 8

Buting: ...... This could be done by two officers. Really one officer. The one officer who
keeps coming up, Lieutenant Lenk, whose name’s on the evidence transmittal from the 1985 case
just a couple years earlier. Licutenant Lenk, who shows up on November 5* without logging in.
Lieutenant Lenk, who finds the magic key. Licuteannt Lenk who, four months later, four months
after Manitowoc no longer is needed, with no legitimate reason, is back at that scene on March
1%, and what’s found the nest day? The magic bullet. (photos of Lenk and Colborn)

Kratz: This isn’t just two guys. It’s Jim Lenk and it’s Andy Colborn. Their livelihood, their
reputations, their families, everything in their 20 plus years of law enforcement are on the line
when some lawyer accuses them of misconduct. Not just any misconduct, but planting evidence
in a murder case. And this vial planting defensc is absolutely ludicrous. We only had to call one
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witness who scientifically could tell you that there is absolutely no way that vial of blood was
used to plant.

Strang: Would Lieutenant Lenk lie? Would he lie as a sworn law enforcement officer? Well all
I can tell you is he did twice and you heard it. Here he says he arrives at 2:00. When he’s asked
under oath before, it’s 6:30 or 7:00. This isn’t 15 minutes off folks. It’s under oath and it’s a
difference of four and a half or five hours. At that time of the year, November 2005, it’s the
difference between broad deylight and pitch black. He was under oath. If and when police
officers plant cvidence, they are not doing it to frame an innocent man. They’re doing it because
they believe the man is guilty. They’re not doing it to frame an innocent man. They’re doing it
to ensure the conviction of someone they’ve decided is guilty.

Kratz: If you buy Mr. Strang’s argument that they were trying to make sure that a guilty person
was found guilty, then assigning accountability to the murder of Teresa Halbach shouldn’t matter
whether or not that key was planted. )

In other words, can you set that aside and decide, is there enough other evidence or is the key the
only thing that points to Mr. Avery? That key, in the big picture, in the big scheme of things
here, means very little,

Buting: We do not and never have claimed that the policc killed Teresa Halbach. However, the
person or persons who did knew exactly who the police would really want to blame.

‘Kratz: Despite Mr. Buting standing up here and saying “Look, folks, we’re not saying that the
cops killed Teresa Halbach. Now what we’re saying is that somebody else skillfully exploited
law enforcement bias,” as if therc’s somebody smart enough out there that could do that. But
when you scrape one layer of this manure off the topsoil, you'll realize that the cops had to kill
her. Now, are you, as the jury, in order to find Mr. Avery not guilty, willing to say that your
cops, that your Manitowoc County sheriff’s deputies, Lieutenant Lenk, Sergeant Colborn, came
across a 25 year old photographer, killer her, mutilated her, burned her bones, all to sct up and
frame Mr. Avery? You've gotta be willing to say that. You’ve gotta make that leap.

SEASON1 - EPISODE 9

Buting: Well if they framed Steven Avery, the question is — is Brendan’s case a whole charade
too? Imean that’s ultimatcly gonna be the question.

#3053787
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MAM takes testimony out of context, omits inconvenient portions of responses, splices testimony within
questions and answers in order to make for better drama, to make the defense cross-examination of
plaintiff look more devastating, to make the direct examination of plaintiff look more scant and absent
of detail, and to make plaintiff look less credible. This is in what is billed as a “documentary.”

The following is presented as seamless uninterrupted questioning and testimony at trial; the
bracketed/highlighted information has been omitted as compared with the trial transcript {Day 7).

Boldface text shows or describes text that appears to have been added.

[Initial question ~ not found in the transcript as it appears]*

Kratz: Did Mr. Avery have a response for you?

Plaintiff: fYes, he said that she had been there)

Kratz: Did he tell you what day she had been there?

Plaintiff: | think | might have told him that, what day that she should have been out there. | don’t
Tecall if we mentioned a date, but | do remember asking him what time she had been
out there!

Kratz: Did M. Avery recall this young woman?,

Plaintiff: Yes.

Kratz: Did he name her for you?,

Plaintiff: No!

Kratz: Did he tell you what she had done at his property that day?]

Plaintiff: He said that she was taking some pictures of a van that his sister was selling.

[Krata: Mr. Avery tell you how long the van had been on his property?

Plaintiff: He said 5 or 10 minutes)

Kratz: Did you inquire of Mr. Avery whether or not he had personal contact with this woman
on the date she was out there?)

Plaintiff: | asked Mr. Avery if she had said where she was going. And he said, | never talked to
her. She was only here 5 or 10 minutes and she left.

Kratz: But he never talked to her?

Plaintiff: That's what he told me, he never talked to her.

! From unknown source
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Plaintiff: That’s what he told me, he never talked to her.

[Omits nearly 50 pages of testimony, cutting from the above response at p. 76 to p. 122 of the trial
transcript.)

Kratz: Let’s move on then to [the 8™, which would be Tuesday] the 8" of November [were yg'
asked to return to the property?)

[omits 28 lines of testimony on that page (page 122) and three lines of testimony on page 123 regarding
the context of Plaintiff's assignment to go back to the property on the 8"]

Kratz: Did you have occasion to enter Steven Avery’s bedroom on the 8% of November?
Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

Kratz: Who did you enter that bedroom with.

Plaintiff: Deputy Kucharski and Lieutenant Lenk.

[omits 21 lines of testimony on page 123, all of page 124, and 16 lines of testimony on 125 describing in
gdetail the search in the bedroom on November 8}

Kratz: In performing that search, Sergeant Colburn, did you move or manipulate this piece of
furniture [at afl}?

[Omlts Plaintiff's direct response (“Yes, sir. ") and four remaining lines of testimony on that page {page’
[.jl_J and six lines of testlmony at the top of page 126 with additional information about
the movement of the piece of furniture]

[Kratz: If you can describe that further, | don’t know if you can do it with your words, or show
‘Us with your hands, how you did it?]

Plaintiff: | will be the first to admit, [ wasn't any too gentle, as we were, you know, getting
exasperated.] I handled it rather roughly, twisting it, shaking it, pulling it.

{Omits the remaining lines of testimony on Lines 11-25 on page 126, except for the word “Sergeant,
from page 126, line 15; omits all of pages 127-28; omits lines 1-19 and part of fine 20 on

page 129]

Kratz: Sergeant,2[. . . . .Do you recognize this image, that is]® did® you see this image on the 8%
of November?

Plaintiff: Yes.

2 From page 126, line 15
3 Omits pages of testimony as indicated above, then omits these first words from p. 129, line 20

4 Remainder of sentence is from p. 129, lines 20-21
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-

[Kratz:

Can you describe that moment, or that event, for the jury, please)

Plaintiff:

As | had mentioned earlier, Lieutenant Lenk had exited — That is the door coming into

the bedroom; he had gone through the door to get a bigger container.) | was searching
the desk here, Deputy Kucharski was sitting on the bed, [which also isn't in the
photograph, but it is in very close proximity to this piece of furniture, the bookcase,)
filling out paperwork.

Lieutenant Lenk [got about right here, his feet would have been right here, so he was in
the room, and] said something to the effect of, [there's a key on the floor here, or))
look, there’s a key. [1 don’t know what his exactv_m'i)'i-a-g?was but he identified that
there was a key on the floor]

1 turned around, as 1 wasn’t very far away, | turned around and looked and 1 observed

this key, lying right where it is. And | observed this key had this biack rubberized or
plastic end on it, which they dmh?t’s a newer mode! car key, due to
that plastic or rubberized end. And i also observed that embossed on there was a
Tayocmbn)

And we told Deputy Kucharski, get a photograph of this, right away, which he did, which

Kratz:

is this photograph. (did not take this_ihotog@p_h_:'

By the way, as you and Deputy Kucharski and Lieutenant Lenk observed this, did any of

-the three of you approach or to_uch this piece of evidence at that time?

Plaintiff:

1 may have been standing in this area here, you know. This piece of furniture is only 2

and a half, 3 feet tall, maybe. _So I could easily see over it to see the key)

1 did not approach the key. _Lieutenant Lenk did not come into the room. Deputy

Kucharski photographed the key from, you know, from whatever angle this picture was

faken at._That’s as close as we got)

Kratz:

My question, again, was) did either yourself, Lieutenant Lenk, or Deputy Kucharski [prior;

Plaintiff:
Kratz:

Plaintiff:

2o this photo was taken] touch that key?

No, sir.

Why not?

I think all three of us knew at the same time that [there was a very good chance, seeing
a Toyota emblem embossed on that key, knowing that Teresa Halbach’s vehicle was a
T—Tmmma,ﬂm] this was a very important piece of evidence. And, you know, none of us
were going to taint that.

Case 1:19-cv-00484-BHL Filed 04/03/19 Page 47 of 61 Document 1-2




Case 2018CV000561 Document 13 Filed 03-04-2019 Page 47 of 56

Kratz: Let me ask you, Sergeant Colburn, you guys, you specifically, Lieutenant Lenk, and now,
Deputy Kucharski, had been in this room for quite some time before this key appears in
this position, isn’t that right?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir)

Kratz: Did this surprise you, that you saw this key there?

Plaintiff: Yes, | was very surprised)

Kratz: Did the three of you talk about that, we hadn’t seen it before, anything like that?

Plaintiff: 11 believe | said to myself, damn, how did | miss that!

Kratz: Now, other than the bedroom slippers being pushed to the side, had anything else
changed, other than the pulling out and twisting and the jostling of the cabinet?

Plaintiff: As we looked at the cabinet, it appeared that in the process of stuffing everything back

into the cabinet, we had separated the back of the cabinet, the small piece of paneling

that would be the back of the cabinet, from the frame of the cabinet itself)

fomits another two lines of testimony on this page {page 132), all of pages 133-34, and the first four

Kratz:

fines of page 135}

Sergeant.Colburn -,

{omits approximately 3 % pages of testimony, resuming on page 138, at line 20]

You were asked, as | understand, as part of a civil lawsuit, to provide what’s called a
deposition, §to be questioned by some lawyers; is that right]?

Kratz:
Plaintiff: Yes, sir}
Kratz: Do you recall when that occurred?

[omits 15 additional lines of testimony]

Kratz:

Plaintiff:

Can you tell the jury what you were asked about?

In 1994 or ’95 | had received a telephone call when | was working as my capacity as a
corrections officer in the Manitowoc County Jail. Telephone call was from somebody
who identified himself as a detective. [And | answered the phone, Manitowot Countﬁ
Bail, Officer Colburn.

Apparently, this person’s assumption was that | was a police officer, not a corrections

officer], and began telling me that he had [received information that) somebody who
had committed an assault, in Manitowoc County, was in their custody, and we may have
somebody in our jail, on that assault charge, that may not have done it.

4
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Kratz:

Plaintiff:

I told this individual, you are probably going to want to speak to a detective, and |
transferred the call to a detective [, to the Detective Division, at the Manitowac County,
Sheriff’s Department. That's the extent of my testimony.)

That's it? That's your connection to Mr. Avery?

Yes, sir.

[The above testimony stops at page 140, line 13; the next section below is from the Redirect

Kratz:

Plaintiff:

examination at page 213 of the transcript]

Let me ask you this, [as you sit here today,) Sergeant Colburn, do you even know
whether that call was about Mr. Steven Avery?

No, {1 don’t] The word “sir” does not appear here in the transcript but appears in the
broadcast, indicating a different answer was spliced in here, likely for the visual effect
of the spliced-in segment.

(The testimony immediately preceding the above question on page 213, in re-direct, is as follows:

Kratz:

Did this person ever identify the individual that they were tatking about?

Plaintiff:

No sir._There were no names given.]

[After the spliced-in section from re-direct, the next portion — again, while appearing to have seamlessly

followed the prior testimony — is again taken from the direct examination at page 140]

Kratz: Well, did that cause you enough embarrassment and enough angst [in which to set up
Mr. Avery for a charge of murder?

Plaintiff: Nol

Kratz: Did that depaosition cause you such problems from within your department] that you
obtained and planted blood, so that it would be found and Mr. Avery would be
wrongfully accused of a homicide case?

Plaintiff: No, sir.

Kratz: Have you ever planted any evidence against Mr. Avery?

{Plaintiff: That’s ridiculous, no | have not!

Kratz: Have you ever planted any evidence against anybody in the course of your law
enforcement career?}

Plaintiff: I have to say that this is the first time my integrity has ever been questioned and, no, |

have not.
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. Kratz: That’s all | have for Sergeant Colburn, Judge.
Court: Mr. Strang.
Cross-Examination
Strang: This is the first time your integrity has been questioned?
Plaintiff: As it applies to being a police officer, yes.
Strang: Okay. And it's not the first time Mr. Avery’s has been, so | have some questions for you.

[omits 30 pages of testimony, including discussion of PlaintifP’s background and his training as an

evidence technician]

Strang: November 3, 2005, when you learned [from Mr. Wiegert that) Teresa Halbach was
missing, was just [about exactly, to the day) three weeks after your deposition in Steven
Avery’s lawsuit?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[omits 10 lines of testimony]

Strang: As shift commander, you could have assigned anyone in road patrol to go out to the
address on Avery Road?

Plaintiff: Yes.

Strang: You chose to do it yourself?

Plaintiff: Yes.

Strang: Did you go alone?

Plaintiff: Yes, | did.

fomits 23 lines of testimony on pages 172-73]

Strang: When, sir, did you first make a written report of anything having to do with the
November 3, 2005, meeting with Mr. Avery?

Plaintiff: June of ‘06 | believe.
Strang: Does June 29, 2006 sound correct?
Plaintiff: Yes.

[omits more than 23 pages of testimony, from page 174, fine 2 to page 198, line 11}

6
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Strang: That is, it was almost 8 months after that first conversation with Steven Avery, the first
conversation with him in the investigation, that you wrote down what you say he said to
you, back on November 3?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[Here, the broadcast cuts to an interview with Pete Baetz, the defense investigator, who asserts that the
Manitowoc County Sheriff's Office failed to properly handle a conflict of interest, callin_g:
their credibility into question)

'[&pposedly seamless trial testimony continues thereafter, starting at page 194 (four pages prior to the
page containing the testimony that immediately preceded the Baetz interview)}

Strang: So you’re in the house on November 5, November 6, November 7, November 8, true?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[skips forward more than another page, to p. 196, again, without any indication that it is anything other,
than seamless]

Strang: [From Calumet County?] There was no time that you went in Mr. Avery’s home [during
November of 2005) when you were not also with Lieutenant Lenk?

Plaintiff: [Not that 1 recall.] A response of “No, sir” is replaced here ~ the second time that
answer has replaced a differently worded response. It appears that perhaps the use
of the same or similar “No, sir” responses in response to multiple guestions, with the
same or similar inflection, would make Plaintiff look less credible.

{Three additional lines of testimony omitted.]

Strang: This case, would you describe as the largest investigation in which you personally had
participated as a law enforcement officer?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[Six additional lines of testimony omitted]

Strang: {You now know that the] law enforcement agencies involved [principally Calumet
County Sheriff's Department and the Division of Criminal Investigation] have generated
[hundreds or) thousands of pages of police reports?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

Strang: Your total contribution [to those reports] is what, a little bit under a half page (as of;
November 8, 2005)?

Plaintiff: {That's) correct fsir)!}
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.
.

. [Strang: And then about another page as of June 29, 2006?,
Plaintiff: Correct.]
Strang: The report that you filed [on, or shortly after, November 8, 2005,) makes no mention of
the Toyota key?
Plaintiff: That's correct, sir.

[The above exchange leaves viewers with the impression that Plaintiff prepared only one-half page of
total report content and omits another half a page that he also contributed on a
different date; the preceding edits omit statements about Calumet County’s

" involvement, apparent to downplay that fact]

fomits another nine lines of testimony]

Strang: Were there things that you did not want to commit to paper, in a report?

Plaintiff: No, sir.

[omits another 19 lines of testimony, including the lines that were spliced in prior to the Pete Baetz
interview referenced above)

Strang: [Well, about 8 months, but then, again,] while we’re on Steven Avery and your reports
about him, that phone call, {the phone call you took way back in 1994 or 1995, when
you were working in the @l_,] the phone call where a detective from another law
enforcement agency told you may have the wrong guy in jail, that one?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

Strang: Did you ever write a report about that?

Plaintiff: No, I did not, sir. [Boldface words are not in the transcript.]

Strang: Well, actually you did, didn’t you? It was about 8 years later, wasn't it?

Plaintiff: | wrote a statement on it, yes, Sir.

Strang: You wrote a statement [after Sheriff Peterson suggested that maybe you should?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir}

Strang: You wrote that statement] in 2003, about the 1994 or 1995 telephone call?

Plaintiff: Yes.

Strang: [You wrote that statement in 2003,] the day after Steven Avery finally walked out of
prison, didn’t you?
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Plaintiff: I don’t know what day Steve was released from prison, but | wrote the statement in
2003.

[15 lines of testimony omitted)

Strang: That’s all | have.

[Discussion between the Court and counsel is omitted prior to the start of redirect]

Redirect Examination

Kratz: Sergeant Colburn, [just a very few follow-up questions. Mr. Strang asked you if you had
{vritten a report about that telephone call that you had sometime in 1994 or '95; do you
remember that question?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir!

Kratz: Do you remember your response?

Plaintiff: My response was, no, that | did not write a report about it.

Kratz: As you look back,] back in 1994 or ‘95, if you would have written a report, what would it
have been about?

Plaintiff: [That is why | didnt do one,] | don’t know what it would have been about, [that |

received a call and transferred it to the Detective Division.] If | wrote a report about
every call that came in, | would spend my whole day writing reports.

{Kratz: Did this person ever identify the individual that they were talking about?
Plaintiff: No, sir. There were no names given.]
Kratz: _ Letme ask you this, [as you sit here today), Sergeant Colburn, do you even know

whether that call was about Mr. Steven Avery?

Plaintiff: No, [I don't] The word “sir” is inserted here.

[More than two pages of additional re-direct is omitted]

Recross Examination

Strang: How many calls have you ever gotten in your law enforcement career, from another
police officer, suggesting you had the wrong guy in jail?

Plaintiff: I don’t know. | can’t recall any others.

Strang: That's all | have.

Case 1:19-cv-00484-BHL Filed 04/03/19 Page 53 of 61 Document 1-2




Case 2018CV000561 Document 13 Filed 03-04-2019 Page 53 of 56

The following exchange of Attorney Strang’s cross-examination of Plaintiff is also altered as follows,
although it is presented, again, as seamless testimony, in Episode 5 of MAM:

Strang: One of the things the road patro! officers [under your supervision] frequently do, is [Iook
for cars that appear out of place?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

Strang: Or if they made a traffic stop, they will inquire about the license plate or the registration
plates on an automobile?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir!

Strang: And they will] call into dispatch and give the dispatcher the license plate number of a car

they have stopped, or a car that looks out of place for some reason, correct?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

Strang: And the dispatcher {, very quickly these days, with his or her computer screen,] can get
information about who — to whom a license plate is registered?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

{12 lines of testimony omitted}

Strang: If the car is abandoned or there’s nobody in the car, the registration tells you who the
owner presumably is?

Plaintiff; Yes, sir.

(5 lines of testimony omitted]

Strang: All right. I'm going to ask you to listen, if you would, to a short phone call.

judge.]
[playing from phone call]
Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department. This is Lynn.
Lynn.
Hi, Andy.

Can you run Sam William Henry 582

10
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[Approximately 27 lines of transcript omitted here, including some of the call to dispatch}

Okay. Shows that she’s a missing person. And it lists to Teresa Halbach,
Okay.

Okay. Is that what you’re looking for, Andy?

‘99 Toyota.

Yup.

Okay. Thank you.

You’re so welcome. Bye, bye.

[Approximately 13 lines omitted]

Strang: What you're asking the dispatcher [, whose name is Lynn,] is to run a plate that’s Sam
William Henry 582, did | hear that correctly?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[Four lines omitted]

Strang: Sam William Henry would be SWH-582.

Plaintiff: Yes.

Strang: This license plate?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[Five lines of transcript omitted]

Strang:
Plaintiff:
Strang:
Plaintiff:
Strang:

Plaintiff:

And the dispatcher tells you that the plate comes back to a missing person or woman?

Yes, sir.

Teresa Halbach [rest of question omitted]

Yes, sir.
And then you tell the dispatcher, Oh, ‘99 Toyota?

No, | thought she told me that.

(call replayed, except that (MAM omits the first 15 lines of call, which were replayed at trial]

[Strang:

Actually you who suggests this is a2 99 Toyota?

11
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Plaintiff: 1asked if it was a "99 Toyota, yes!

Strang: And the dispatcher confirmed that?,

Plaintiff: Yes.]

Strang: Were you looking at these plates when you called them in?

Plaintiff: No, sir.

[Strang: And your best guess is that you called them in on November 3, 20052,

Plaintiff: Yesi

{instead of the above exchang‘g_h__‘me broadcasqt splices in the following exchange from two pages earlier,
in the transcript, at page 182}

Strang: Do you have any recollection of making that phone call?

Plaintiff: {It would have had to have been 11/03/05 or;~ I'm guessing 11/03/05.

fsplices back to Plaintiff's answer to a different question on page 184]

Plaintiff: @, probably after | received a phone call from investigator Wiegert letting me know
that there was a missing person.

Strang: Investigator Wiegert, did he give you the license plate number for Teresa Halbach when
he called you?

Plaintiff: {1 don’t remember the entire content of our conversation but, obviously, he must have
been because | was asking the dispatcher to run the plate for me.f

fomits approximately 35 fines of testimony and cuts to answer to a different question that appears on

Plaintiff: No, | just don’t remember the exact content of our conversation then.

Strang: But -

Plaintiff: He had to have given it to me, because | wouldn’t have had the number any other way.
Strang: Well, and you can understand how someone listening to that might think that you were

calling in a license plate that you were looking at on the back of a 1999 Toyota [; from
fistening to that tape, you can understand why someone might think that, can’t you]?

{sustained objection omitted]

[Strang: This call sounded like hundreds of other license plate or registration checks you have,
e
done through dispatch before?]

12
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Plaintiff: Yes.

Strang: But there’s no way you should have been looking at Teresa Halbach’s license plate on
November 3, on the back end of a 1999 Toyota?

{sustained objection omitted]

[Strang:-There's no way you should have beeny is there?]

Plaintiff: | shouldn’t have been and | was not looking at the license plate.

Strang: Because you are aware now that the first time that Toyota was reported found was two
days later on November 8?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

13
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FILED
STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY :3-04-2019  Court
i T lerk of Circuit Cou
Andrew.L Colborn vs. Nefflix, Inc. et al E|ectﬁ:t'if= :|Img Moufowoe Couy, Wi
2018CV000561

Case No. 2018CV000561
Class Code: Intentional Tort

NETFLIX, INC.

Case number 2018CV000561 was electronically filed with/converted by the Manltowoc
County Clerk of Circuit Court office. The electronic filing system is designed,t6 allow for
fast, reliable exchange of documents in court cases. )

Parties who register as electronic parties can file, receive and wew/documents online
through the court electronic filing website. A document filed electronlcally\has the same
legal effect as a document filed by traditional means. Electronic parties are résponsible
for serving non-electronic parties by traditional means: v

You may also register as an electronic party by following the |pstruct|ons found at
http://efiling.wicourts.gov/ and may withdraw a as an electromc party at any time. There
is a $ 20.00 fee to register as an eIectromc\party )

If you are not represented by anattorney andw\}ould like to register as an electronic
party, you will need to enter thé following code on the eFiling website while opting in as
an electronic party. \2

Pro Se opt-in cod /b;)WeG
WNZ
Unless you.register'as an electronic party, you will be served with traditional paper
gocuments by: othr pgrt:es and by the court. You must file and serve traditional paper
ocuments

Registration’is available to attorneys, self-represented individuals, and filing agents who
are\authonzed under Wis. Stat. 799.06(2). A user must register as an individual, not as
a law-firm, agency, corporation, or other group. Non-attorney individuals representmg
the interests of a business, such as garnishees, must file by traditional means or
through an attorney or fi Img agent. More information about who may participate in
electronic filing is found on the court website.

If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact the Clerk of Circuit Court at
920-683-4030. .

Manitowoc County Circuit Court
Date: March 4, 2019

GF-180(CCAP), 08/2017 Elactronic Filing Notice §801.18(S)(d), Wisconsin Statutes
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FILED
STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY g‘:'“:-z:’::  Count
: 3 3 R — erk of Circuit Cou
Andrew L Colborn vs. Netflix, Inc. et al Electronic Filing Manitowoe County, Wi
Notice
2018CV000561

Case No. 2018CV000561
Class Code: Intentional Tort

CHROME MEDIA, LLC

Case number 2018CV000561 was electronically filed with/converted by the Mamtowoc
County Clerk of Circuit Court office. The electronic filing system is designed,t6 allow for
fast, reliable exchange of documents in court cases.

Parties who register as electronic parties can file, receive and view- documents online
through the court electronic filing website. A document filed electronlcally\has the same
legal effect as a document filed by traditional means. Electronic parties are-résponsible
for serving non-electronic parties by traditional means: »

You may also register as an electronic party by,\followmg the l/nstructlons found at
http://efiling.wicourts.gov/ and may withdraw as.an eIectronlc party at any time. There
is a $ 20.00 fee to register as an electronic-party. 2

\
If you are not represented by an“attorney and:would like to register as an electronic
party, you will need to enterthé foIIowm{;}ode on the eFiling website while opting in as

an electronic party. \_~Z
Pro Se opt—m cod@t?es

e

Unless you reglstgr as an electronic party, you will be served with traditional paper
documents by other parties and by the court. You must file and serve traditional paper
‘documents

Registration'is available to attorneys, self-represented individuals, and filing agents who
are\authonzed under Wis. Stat. 799.06(2). A user must register as an individual, not as
a law-firf, agency, corporation, or other group. Non-attorney individuals representing
the interests of a business, such as garnishees, must file by traditional means or
through an attorney or fi ||ng agent. More information about who may participate in
electronic filing is found on the court website.

If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact the Clerk of Circuit Court at
920-683-4030.

Manitowoc County Circuit Court
Date: March 4, 2019

GF-180(CCAP), 06/2017 Electronic Filing Notice §801.18(5)(d), Wisconsin Statutes
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FILED
STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY 2?'0:-22::‘-;' t Court
5 % . . T erk of Circult Cou
Andrew L Colborn vs. Netflix, Inc. et al Elec“ﬁ::if: :|I|ng Manitowoc County, Wi
2018CV000561

Case No. 2018CV000561
Class Code: Intentional Tort

LAURA RICCIARDI

Case number 2018CV000561 was electronically filed with/converted by the Manitowoc
County Clerk of Circuit Court office. The electronic filing system is designed, to allow for
fast, reliable exchange of documents in court cases.

Parties who register as electronic parties can file, receive and view-documents online
through the court electronic filing website. A document filed eléctronically:has the same

legal effect as a document filed by traditional means. Electronic parties are-résponsible
for serving non-electronic parties by traditional means: o .

You may also register as an electronic party by following the i;%tructions found at
http://efiling.wicourts.gov/ and may withdraw as:an electronic party at any time. There

is a $ 20.00 fee to register as an electmﬁic~;{?n9.) —

% Vo . ;
if you are not represented by an“attorney and,would like to register as an electronic
party, you will need to enter;the followin{;}gde on the eFiling website while opting in as

an electronic part% \_=

Pro Se opt-in code: bad7e6
W\

Unless you register'as an ele
documents:by.other parties a

‘documeqts.\\% v
Registration is available to attorneys, self-represented individuals, and filing agents who
are‘authorized under Wis. Stat. 799.06(2). A user must register as an individual, not as
a law-firm, agency, corporation, or other group. Non-attorney individuals representing
the interests of a business, such as garnishees, must file by traditional means or
through an attorney or filing agent. More information about who may participate in
electronic filing is found on the court website.

(]

tronic party, you will be served with traditional paper
d by the court. You must file and serve traditional paper

=

If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact the Clerk of Circuit Court at
920-683-4030.

Manitowoc County Circuit Court
Date: March 4, 2019

GF-180(CCAP), 06/2017 Electronic Filing Notice §801.18(5)(d). Wisconsin Statutes
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FILED
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Case No. 2018CV000561
Class Code: Intentional Tort

MOIRA DEMOS

Case number 2018CV000561 was electronically filed with/converted by the Manitowac
County Clerk of Circuit Court office. The electronic filing system is designed,to allow for
fast, reliable exchange of documents in court cases.

Parties who register as electronic parties can file, receive and wew/documents online
through the court electronic filing website. A document filed electromcally\has the same
legal effect as a document filed by traditional means. Electronic parties are- responsnble
for serving non-electronic parties by traditional means:

You may also register as an electronic party by following the |pstruct|ons found at
http://efiling.wicourts.gov/ and may withdraw as an electronlc party at any time. There
is a $ 20.00 fee to register as an electronic-party. =

If you are not represented by an“attorney and\v\}puld like to register as an electronic

party, you will need to enter'thé following code on the eFiling website while opting in as
an electronic party. Nt

Pro Se opt-in codtm/:47e6
N

iy
Unless you register'as an electronic party, you will be served with traditional paper
gocuments by other partues and by the court. You must file and serve traditional paper
ocuments

Registrationis available to attorneys, self-represented individuals, and filing agents who

re\authonzed under Wis. Stat. 799.06(2). A user must register as an individual, not as
a law-firm, agency, corporation, or other group. Non-attorney individuals representing
the interests of a business, such as garnishees, must file by traditional means or
through an attorney or fi Img agent. More information about who may participate in
electronic filing is found on the court website.

If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact the Clerk of Circuit Court at
920-683-4030.

Manitowoc County Circuit Court
Date: March 4, 2019

GF-180{CCAP), 0672017 Elactronic Filing Notice §801.18(5)(d), Wisconsin Statutes
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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY

ANDREW L. COLBORN,
Plaintiff, Case No. 2018-CV-561
V.
NETFLIX, INC., CHROME MEDIA LLC, f/k/a
SYNTHESIS FILMS LLC, LAURA RICCIARDI,
and MOIRA DEMOS,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF FILING NOTICE OF REMOVAL

Please take notice that, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1332, 1441 and 1446, Putative
Defendants Netflix, Inc.; Chrome Media LLC; Laura Ricciardi; and Moira Demos have filed
contemporaneously with this filing a Notice of Removal in the United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Wisconsin, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A, and that said matter
shall now proceed in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin.

Dated: April 3, 2019. Respectfully submitted,

Electronically signed by James A. Friedman
James A. Friedman

Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.

One East Main Street

Suite 500

Madison, WI 53703-3300

T: (608) 284-2617

F. (608) 257-0609

jfriedman@gklaw.com

Counsel for Putative Defendants Netflix, Inc.;
Chrome Media LLC; Laura Ricciardi; and
Moira Demos
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on the 3rd day of April, 2019, I electronically filed the foregoing
Notice of Filing Notice of Removal with the Clerk of Court using the electronic filing system,
and provided copies via electronic mail and U.S. mail to the following counsel of record:

George Burnett

Law Firm of Conway, Olejniczak & Jerry, S.C.
231 South Adams Street

Green Bay, WI 54305-3200
GB@]Icojlaw.com

Michael C. Griesbach
Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
P.O. Box 2047

Manitowoc, WI 54221-2047
attymgriesbach@gmail.com

April Rockstead Barker
Schott, Bublitz & Engel, S.C.
640 West Moreland Boulevard
Waukesha, WI 53188-2433
abarker@sbe-law.com

Counsel for Plaintiff Andrew L. Colborn

Electronically signed by James A. Friedman

James A. Friedman
20425126.1
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FILED
. 12-17-2018
o : Clerk of Circuit Court
‘ Manitowoc County, Wi
For Qifefeiti3800561
STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY
ANDREW L COLBORN,
Plaintiff, ¢
V.
Case No.
SUMMONS
NETFLIX, INC.
CHROME MEDIA, LLC
SYNTHESIS FILMS, LLC
LAURA RICCIARDI
MOIRA DEMOS
LISA NISHIMURA
ADAM DEL DEO
MARY MANHARDT
Defendants.

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to each person named above as a Defendant:

You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff named above has filed a lawsuit or other legal action against
you. The complaint, which is attached, states the nature and basis of the legal action.

Within 45 days of receiving this summons, you must respond with a written answer, as that term is
used in chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes, to the complaint. The court‘ may reject or disregard an
answer that does not follow the requirements of the statutes. The answer must be sent or delivered to the
Court, whose address is 1010 S. 8™ Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220, and to Plaintiff's attm:ney, Griesbach
Law Offices, LLC, whose address is PO Box 2047, Manitowoc, W1 54221-2047. For e-filing procedure,

see https://www.wicourts.gov/ecourts/efilecircuit/rules.htm. You may have an attorney represent you.
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If you do not provide a proper answer within 45 days, the Court may grant judgment against you for
the award of money or other legal action requested in the complaint, and you may lose your right to object
to anything that is or may be incorrect in the complaint. A judgment may be e;nforced as provided by law.
A judgment awarding money may become a lien against any real estate you own now or in the future, and

may also be enforced by garnishment or seizure of property.

Electronically signed by:

Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
By: Attorney Michael C Griesbach
State Bar #01012799

Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
PO Box 2047

Manitowoc, WI 54221-2047
(920) 320-1358
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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY

ANDREW L COLBORN,
Plaintiff,
Case No.

COMPLAINT
NETFLIX, INC. (Civil Action)

CHROME MEDIA, LLC
SYNTHESIS FILMS, LLC
LAURA RICCIARDI
MOIRA DEMOS

LISA NISHIMURA
ADAM DEL DEO

MARY MANHARDT

Defendants.

FILED

12-17-2018

Clerk of Circuit Court
Manitowoc County, Wi

For Qfi)xfe/a15000561

Plaintiff, Andrew L Colbom, by and through his attorneys, Griesbach Law Offices, LLC, by Attorney Michael C

Griesbach, alleges and states as follows:

Statement of Facts

i. Plaintiff, Andrew L Colborn, is a former Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Office police officer. Plaintiff

retived in March of 2018 after serving twenty-six years in public service. At no time during his cmployment at the

Manitowoc County Sheriff's Office (hereinafter, MTSO) did plaintiff serve as a public official, as that term is

defined in defamation law.

1
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2. Defendant Chrome Media, LLC is an independent film production company founded by
defendants Laura Ricciardi and Moira Demos in 2006.

3. Defendant Netflix, Inc. is an online distributor of original and syndicated television and movie
content with an estimated 117 million subscribers worldwide.

4, On October 31, 2005 twenty-five year old freelance photographer Teresa Halbach was brutally
murdered at the Avery Salvage Yard in rural Manitowoc County, Wisconsin. Overwhelming physical and
circumstantial evidence proves that Steven Avery and his sixteen year old nephew, Brendan Dassey, were
the perpetrators of the crime. Neither plaintiff nor any.other law enforcement officer pl@nted evidence or
in any other way attempted to frame Avery or Dassey for Halbach’s murder. Separate juries returned
guilty verdicts against each of them in 2007, and their convictions remain unreversed after numerous
appeals.

5.. In 1985, two decades before murdering Halbach, Avery was wrongly convicted of physically and
sexually assaulting a woman on a remote stretch of Lake Michigan shoreline in Manitowoc County.
Avery served eighteen years of a thirty-two year prison sentence before DNA testing revealed that
another man was the assailant. Under new leadership, the Manitowoc County District Attorney’s office
promptly stipulated to Avery’s release.

6. On December 18, 2015, defendant Netflix released for worldwide distribution a ten part
documentary series entitled, “Making a Murderer” (hereinafter, MAM). The series purports to objectively
and accurately recount Avery and Dassey’s arrest and conviction for Halbach’s murder. Within 35 days of
its release, 19.3 million viewers had watched MAM worldwide. In a January 16, 2016 article, Forbes
magazine columnist Paul Tassi described the program as “Netflix's most significant show ever.” MAM
has remained in the national and intemational spotlight since its debut with renewed interest upon the
recent release of “Making a Murderer Part 2.” The original series and its seque! continue to be marketed
worldwide and remain available on Netflix for subscribers today.

7. Defendants Ricciardi, Demos, Nishimura, and Del Deo are the executive producers of MAM.

Defendants Manhardt and Demos are its editors. Defendant Netflix, Inc. is the film’s distributor.

2
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Defendant Chrome Media, LLC and Synthesis Films, LLC are independent film production companies
owned by Ricciardi and Demos.

8. Upon information and belief, each of the defendants, separately and severally, assisted in the
creation, editing, production, distribution and marketing of the final version of the series, which was
primarily filmed in the state of Wisconsin, and most extensively in Manitowoc County.

9. MAM was and continues to be marketed as a non-fiction documentary. No disclaimer appears in
any of the ten episodes notifying viewers that the series is anything but an actual and accurate portrayal of
events. In news and entertainment media interviews since the program’s release, defendants Ricciardi and
Demos have repeatedly avowed that they were unbiased and objective in their re-telling of events, holding
the film out as a non-fiction piece. MAM won 4 Emmy Awards, including “outstanding directing for
nonfiction programming” and “outstanding writing for nonfiction programming.” It also won the 2017
Cinema Eye Honors Award for “outstanding achievement in nonfiction films made for television.”

10. At no time during plaintif©s employment at MTSO did he serve as a spokesperson for the
department. Declining dozens of media requests for interviews, plaintiff has refrained from public
comment and has in no other way injected himself into the controversy surrounding the Avery case and
the release of MAM. As such, he is neither a “public figure” nor a “limited purpose public figure,” as
those terms are defined in defamation law.

11. Pertinent and significant aspects of MAM are not true as represented and are, instead, false and
defamatory toward plaintiff and others. Material and significant facts known to the defendants were
omitted and distorted. Despite overwhelming evidence proving Avery and Dassey’s guilt and the utter
absence of evidence supporting defendant’s accusations of police misconduct, defendants falsely led
viewers to the inescapable conclusion that plaintiff and others planted evidence to frame Avery for
Halbach’s murder. Defendants omitted, distorted, and falsified material and significant facts in an effort
to portray plaintiff as a corrupt police officer who planted evidence to frame an innocent man. Defendants
did so with actual malice and in order to make the film more profitable and more successful in the eyes of

their peers, sacrificing and defaming the plaintiff’s character and reputation in the process.

3
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Plaintiff’s call to dispatch

12. On November 3, 2005, Teresa Halbach’s mother reported to the Calumet County Sheriff’s
Department that her daughter was missing. Police in Calumet County believed that Teresa’s last known
whereabouts were 'either at the George Zipperer residence or the Avery Salvage Yard, both located in
Manitowoc County. Halbach had been assigned by her employer, Auto Trader Magazine, to take photos
of vehicles that were for sale at each location on October 31, 2005, the last day she had been seen.
Calumet County Officers requested assistance from MTSO since Halbach’s last known whereabouts were
in Manitowoc County.

13. On November 3, 2005, in response to Calumet County’s request for assistance, plaintiff drove to
the Avery Salvage Yard and the Zipperer residence to investigate Halbach’s disappearance. Plaintiff
called dispatch to confirm the make, model, and license plate number of the missing person’s vehicle as
he had done in hundreds of other cases during his career. Neither plaintiff nor any other police officer had
contact with Halbach’s vehicle on November 3}-d or at any other time prior to November 5th, when it was
discovered at the Avery Salvage Ya;d by a volunteer search party.

14. A central part of Avery’s defense at trial was that plaintiff and other Manitowoc officers planted
Halbach’s SUV at the Avery Salvage Yard where Avery resided in a house trailer. With plaintiff on the
stand, Avery’s attorneys played portions of his call to dispatch in an effort to convince jurors that he came
upon the SUV at an undisclosed location on November 3rd, two days before it was found at the salvage
yard. Cross examining plaintiff about the contents of the call, Avery’s attorneys suggested that plaintiff
was looking directly at Halbach’s vehicle when he called dispatch. The claim is entirely baseless and
false, and defendants knew of its falsity.

15. A side by side comparison of the trial transcript with the scene as depicted in episode 5 of MAM
reveals that defendants Ricciardi and Demo, in concert with other named defendants, heavily edited
portions of plaintiff’s testimony in order to manipulate viewers to falsely conclude that he and other
officers planted Halbach’s SUV at the salvage yard. Among other distortions, defendants removed

plaintiff's affirmative answer to one question and inserted it as his answer to a separate question. At the

4
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actual trial, the second question remained unanswered after the Court sustained an objection by the state.
MAM’s rendition of the testimony is as follows:

Avery’s Attorney: “Well, you can understand how someone listening to that might think that you were
calling in a license plate that you were looking at on the back end of a 1999 Toyota?”

Plaintiff: “Yes.”
In the actual trial, the Court sustained the state’s objection, and defense counsel rephrased it as follows:

Avery’s Attorney: “This call sounded like hundreds of other license plate or registration checks you have
done through dispatch before?”

Plaintiff answered in the affirmative, “Yes.”
Trial Transcript, Day 7, p 213

Defendants omitted the plaintiff’s affirmative answer to the second question and inserted it into his non-
answer to the first. Their manipulation of this crucial line of testimony falsely conveyed to viewers that
plaintiff located Halbach’s SUV somewhere other than at the salvage yard days earlier and likely assisted
other law enforcement officers plant it there at a later time. The impression is false and gave to viewers
the exact opposite impression of what plaintiff was asked and how he responded at trial.

16. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos in concert with other named defendants omitted additional trial
testimony from plaintiff about the routine nature of his call to dispatch. When asked by the prosecutor on
redirect examination: “Mr. Strang (defense counsel) asked whether or not it was common for you to
check up on other agencies, or perhaps I’m-I"m mis-phrasing that, but when you are assisting another
agency, do you commonly verify information that's provided by another agency?” Plaintiff answered:
“All the time. I'm just trying to get -- you know, a lot of times when you are driving a car, you can't stop
and take notes, so I'm trying to get things in my head. And by calling the dispatch center and running that
plate again, it got it in my head who that vehicle belonged to and what type of vehicle that plate is
associated with.”

Trial Transcript, Day 7, p 213

MAM failed to include this exchange.

5
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17. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos omitted from plaintiff’s call to dispatch his words, "see if it
comes back to [inaudible].” The phrase was included in the actual recording of the call as well as the
recording played at trial. (Trial Trans, Day 7, p 181). Upon information and belief, defendants omitted the
phrase because it supports a non-nefarious interpretation of the reason for plaintiff’s call.

18. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos strategically spliced "reaction” shots of plaintiff appearing
nervous and apprehensive at trial into other portions of his testimony where he did not appear nervous or
apprehensive in fact. The edits were part of defendants® overall attempt to manipulate viewers to falsely
conclude that plaintiff and other Manitowoc County officers planted Halbach’s SUV at the salvage yard.
MAM, Episode 5.

19. Upon information and belief, defendants Ricciardi and Demos filmed the entire trial and were
aware of the full line of questionir;g concerning plaintiff’s call to dispatch, as well as its significance.
With malicious intent, defendants chose to fabricate plaintiff’s testimony by splicing and omitting those
portions that were not consistent with their misleading and false account of the facts. In truth, plaintiff did
not discover Halbach’s SUV at another location and help others plant it on Avery’s property. MAM’s
aspersions that he did are false and have caused irreparable harm t6 his reputation worldwide.

20. In order to enhance the significance of plaintiff’s alleged off-sight discovery and subsequent
planting of Halbach’s vehicle, defendants manipulated facts to convince viewers that MTSO officers,
possibly including the plaintiff, secreted Avery’s blood from a vial still kept in evidence from his
wrongful conviction case, and planted it in Halbach’s car. Defendants dramatically re-enacted the vial’s
“discovery” in the Clerk’s office by accompanying one of Avery’s lawyers to film the retrieval of the vial.
MAM Episode 4 contains a close-up shot of the blood vial with a small hole on top of its rubber stopper
while Avery’s attorneys rejoice in a “gotcha” moment. In truth, a hole in a blood vial’s rubber stopéer is
not indicative of evidence tampering; it is made in the ordinary course of drawing a blcod specimen from
a person and storing it in a vial. The hypodermic needle hole in this case was made when a specimen of
Avery’s blood was drawn by a phiebotomist and stored in the vial in connection with a 1996 post-

conviction motion in his wrongful conviction case. The procedure necessarily resulted in the creation of a

6
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hole in the rubber stopper. The phlebotomist who drew the specimen from Avery in 1996 was prepared to
testify that’s what happened in this instance. Having attended the trial in its entirety, defendants Ricciardi
and Demos were aware of the routine nature of the hole on the vial’s rubber stopper and that the
phlebotomist who drew the specimen from Avery was prepared to testify. Defendants manipulated the
facts and the significance of the blood vial’s discovery as part of their overall effort to convince viewers

that plaintiff and other county law enforcement officers framed Avery for the murder.

The Key

21. Defendants, separately and severally, with actual malice, led viewers to the inescapable but false
conclusion that plaintiff and MTSO Lt. James Lenk planted the ignition key for Halbach’s SUV in
Avery’s bedroom. They did so by splicing trial testimony, omitting other testimony, and failing to include
essential photographic evidence that would have given viewers a complete view of what occurred.

22. On November 8, 2005, three days after Halbach’s vehicle was discovered at the salvage yard,
plaintiff and MTSO Investigator James Lenk, both evidence technicians, were assigned to search Avery’s
bedroom for evidence more remotely connected to the crime, including pornographic material. Plaintiff
and Lenk were accompanied by Calumet County Deputy Daniel Kucharski. A previous search of the
room on November §, 2005 yielded hand cuffs and leg irons, apparent sex toys, and pornographic
materials in a bookcase that were not collected at that time. After plaintiff roughly returned a large binder,
Lenk and plaintiff discovered the ignition key for Halbach’s SUV on the carpeted floor next to the
bookcase. At trial plaintiff, Lenk, and Kucharski each offered a reasonable explanation as to how the key
was missed on the earlier search and miscellaneous entries. All three testified they believed the key had
fallen from a crack in the particle board backing of the bookcase when plaintiff roughly returned the
binder into the bookcase. They believed Avery hid the key there with plans to retrieve it later and dispose
of the SUV.

Plaintiff: Trial Trans Day 7, p 132; Lenk: Trial Trans Day 8, p 14; Kucharski: Trial Trans Day 9, p 55

7
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23. On information and belief, defendants Ricciardi and Demos were present during this testimony
and viewed certain photographs clearly showing the crack in the back of the bookcase. The photographs
were not shown to viewers of MAM. In addition, testimony from officer Tyson, the accompanying officer
from the initial search on 11/05/2005, was spliced in order to maximize suspicion that the key was planted
and minimize a plausible explanation for how it came to be found. Jerome Buting, one of Avery’s
attorneys, asked officer Tyson the following question:

“Had you ever, in any other search in your entire career, had to act like a babysitter, or a watchdog, for
the officers who were conducting a search?”

Officer Tyson replied, “I did not treat this as if | was babysitting.”

Trial Trans Day 7, p 25, lines 7-11

Defendants Ricciardi and Demos replaced Tyson’s answer with his negative response, “No,” to a separate
question in order to give viewers the exact opposite impression of what Tyson in fact conveyed.

(MAM, Episode 7)

24. Upon information and belief, defendants Ricciardi and Demos filmed the entire trial and were
aware of the full line of questioning concerning the circumstances of plaintiff and Lenk finding Halbach’s
ignition key in Avery’s bedroom, as well as its significance. They chose to fabricate testimony by splicing
or omitting those portions not consistent with their false and defamatory account of the facts. In truth,
plaintiff and Lenk did not plant the key, and MAM’s aspersions that they did are false and have caused

irreparable harm to plaintiff’s reputation.

1994 or 1995 telephone call and subsequent cover-up
25. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos, acting separately and in concert with the other defendants, led
viewers to falsely conclude that plaintiff learned of Avery’s 1985 wrongful conviction approximately
eight years before he was released, but covered it up. By doing so, defendants created a false motive for
plaintiff to plant evidence, making their central but false claim that plaintiff and other police officers

framed Avery more believable.

8
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26. In 1994 or 1995, while working as a corrections officer at the Manitowoc County Jail during
normal business hours, plaintiff answered a telephone call from a detective in another jurisdiction. The
detective asked to speak with a Manitowoc County detective about a sexual assault that occurred many
years earlier in Manitowoc County. A jail inmate told a fellow inmate that he was responsible for a sexual
assault for which another man was convicted. Plaintiff does not believe the caller mentioned the name of
the man convicted or the name of the victim in the Manitowoc County assault. If he did, plaintiff was
wholly unfamiliar with the names.

27. Plaintiff had no reason to and did not know about Avery’s 1985 sexual assault conviction when
he received the phone call from the detective. He was not employed by MTSO until 1992, when he was
hired as a corrections officer at the Manitowoc County Jail, which was and remains a separate division
within MTSO. As a corrections officer, plaintiff was not a sworn law enforcement officer and had no
authority to conduct investigations, much less dated criminal activity for which a conviction had already
been obtained. Doing so would have been a violation of department policy. Accordingly, plaintiff
transferred the call to the detective division after giving the caller the number in case the call went
unanswered or was lost in the transfer. Plaintiff subsequently heard that higher-ups at MTSO had given
assurances that the right man had been convicted. Plaintiff had no reason to think otherwise until Avery
was exonerated by DNA testing in 2003. Given all of the above circumstances, there was no reason for
plaintiff to prepare a written report about the call at the time.

28. Plaintiff first tearned of Avery’s wrongful conviction in September of 2003 when Avery was
exonerated by DNA testing. At that time plaintiff recalled the 1994 or 1995 telephone call and surmised it
may have been related to the Avery case. At the direction of Sheriff Ken Petersen, plaintiff prepared a
written statement memorializing the call as part of Petersen’s effort to provide a complete, accurate, and
transparent account of the circumstances surrounding Avery’s wrongful conviction for consideration by
the Wisconsin Attorney General in her independent review. Plaintiff’s written statement was promptly

delivered to the Attorney General along with all other documents pertaining to her review.

9
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29. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos strategically spliced and omitted portions of plaintiff’s trial
testimony as set forth in Exhibit A, incorporated by reference herein, to distort the facts and nature of the
1994 or 1995 telephone call. These omissions and distortions led viewers to falsely conclude that plaintiff
bears responsibility for seven or eight of Avery’s 18 years of wrongful imprisonment, providing him with
a motive to frame Avery for Halbach’s murder.

30. For the same purposes, defendants Ricciardi and Demos included in the second episode of MAM
an interview of Steven Glynn, one of Avery’s attorneys in his wrongful conviction lawsuit,. Glynn
expresses dismay that plaintiff did not prepare a report concerning the call he received in 1994 or 1995
until Avery was exonerated in 2003. Glynn then mistakenly tells viewers that plaintiff’s written statement
was kept hidden in a sheriff’s department safe in 2003 as part of plaintiff and MTSO’s effort to cover up
their knowledge of Avery’s wrongful conviction.

31. Upon information and belief, defendants knew plaintiff’s written report concerning the phone call
was not left in the sheriff’s safe but chose to include Glynn’s mistaken belief in order to further their false
narrative. Defendants included extensive excerpts of videotaped depositions in Avery’s wrongful
conviction lawsuit in MAM and, upon information and belief, reviewed the depositions from the lawsuit
in their entirety to determine which portions to include. The depositions included extensive questioning of
plaintiff, Sheriff Petersen, and others concerning the 1994 or 1995 telephone call and plaintiff’s
documentation of same in 2003. No reasonable person could have concluded from a review of the
depositions and the trial testimony that there was anything nefarious about plaintiff’s response to the call
or his documentation of same after Avery was exonerated. Nor could any reasonable person have
concluded that plaintiff’s report was left hidden in a safe as part of a cover-up for MTSO wrongdoing.
Yet defendants distorted the facts to provide viewers a false motive for plaintiff to plant evidence and

frame Avery for Halbach’s murder.

MAM?’s omission and distortion of material, significant evidence and facts
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32. Defendants, separately and severally, and with actual malice, omitted the following

evidence and facts as part of their effort to lead viewers to falsely conclude that plaintiff and

others framed Avery for Halbach’s murder. Upon information and belief, defendants Ricciardi

and Demos were present for all court proceedings, including pretrial motions and the entire trial,

where all of this information was revealed. Had these material, significant and known facts been

included in MAM, a reasonable viewer would have found Avery’s guilt obvious and would not

have concluded that plaintiff and other law enforcement officers planted evidence to frame him:

Avery’s DNA was located on the hood latch of Halbach’s vehicle.

Halbach’s cell phone, camera, and PDA computer devices were found in a burn barrel on
Avery's property. Several hours after Halbach’s arrival at the salvage yard, Avery’s
nephew, witnessed Avery carrying a plastic bag and placing it in the burn barrel where
Halbach’s electronics were later found. In addition, a family friend, observed smoke and
smell of plastic coming from the same burn barrel. The witness along with Avery’s
brother, stated that Avery had changed clothes and showered and was acting strange.

The bullet containing Halbach’s DNA was linked to the specific firearm hung on a wall
over Avery's bed.

Avery called Halbach’s employer, Auto Trader magazine, on the day she was murdered
and asked them to send a.photographer to take a photo of a car he said he was listing for
sale in their magazine. Avery asked the receptionist to send “the same photographer” they
sent last time. Halbach’s co-workers stated that she had been somewhat concerned by
Avery’s approaching her wearing nothing but a towel on at least two of her appointments
with him. Avery placed direct calls to Halbach’s cell phone before she arrived using *67
to hide his identity.

In the early evening, after Halbach’s appointment, Avery’s brother, Earl, observed Avery
near his truck and trailer with Avery’s snowmobile on top. Earl found it strange that
Avery would remove the snowmobile from the trailer and put it in his garage since Earl’s
understanding was that Avery was going to take the snowmobile to a dealer and sell it.
When asked by police about the Suzuki, Earl Avery stated it had been outside the garage
a few days earlier. Avery’s accomplice told police that Avery shot Halbach in his garage.

Avery gave several different statements about his interaction with Halbach on the day she
was murdered. First, that she never arrived for her appointment with him; second, that
she did, but he only saw her through a window in his trailer home and did not speak with
her; third, that she came inside where he paid her, and, finally, that he went outside to her
car and paid her for the photo shoot.

11
Case 1:19-cv-00484-BHL Filed 04/03/19 Page 14 of 25 Document 1-1



Case 2018CV000561 Document 1 Filed 12-17-2018 Page 14 of 20

Avery has a history of extreme violence and sexual aggression against women, including
beating, strangulation, death threats, attempted abduction at gunpoint, and rape.

33. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos, separately and in concert with the remaining

defendants and with reckless disregard for the truth, blatantly and absurdly distorted the nature of

three of Avery’s prior crimes. Had the true nature of his past crimes been accurately portrayed, a

reasonable viewer would have been less likely to accept defendants’ wholly false narrative that

plaintiff and other local police officers framed Avery for Halbach’s murder. Upon information

and belief, defendants Ricciardi and Demos had access to the police reports and criminal

complaints associated with each of these crimes and knew of their contents.

Avery was convicted of animal abuse when he was 20 years old. Police reports indicate
that he and another party poured gas and oil on the family’s pet cat, intentionally threw it
in a bonfire, and watched it burn to death. In Episode 1 of MAM, defendants portrayed
the incident as an accident and at worse, a childhood prank.

In 1986, Avery received a six-year prison sentence on convictions for endangering safety
by conduct regardless of life and felon in possession of a firearm in connection with his
running a woman’s car off the road, holding her at gun point and ordering her into his car
with the apparent intent to rape her. MAM omitted significant details and used edited
portions of depositions to cast Avery as a victim and the victim as a villain for spreading
rumors about him.

On September 4, 2004, approximately a year before murdering Halbach, Avery was
arrested for assaulting his fiancé, Jodi Stachowski. On information and belief, Defendants
Ricciardi and Demos had access to the police reports concerning the incident and knew of
their contents. The reports indicate that Avery shoved Stachowski causing her to fall into
a chair and hit her head. Avery then struck her numerous times and threatened to kill her.
When Stachowski tried calling 911, Avery ripped the phone out of the wall before she
could report the assault. Avery began strangling her and as she lost consciousness he
dragged her outside to his vehicle. When Stachowski regained consciousness, Avery said:
“1 should get the gun and kill you.”

Upon information and belief, Ricciardi and Demos had access to and reviewed the police
reports concerning Avery’s arrest for assaulting Stachowski. They knew what Stachowski
had reported to police, but they chose to omit it because it did not fit with their false
characterization of Avery as a harmless individual unlikely to commit a murder. To
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further their storyline, they portrayed Stachowski as unafraid and supportive of Avery
while knowing she was anything but.

Claims for Relief

Count 1 — Defamation

34.  Defendants, separately and severally, acting with actual malice committed the
tortious acts of defamation, libel, and slander against plaintiff by their creation, production,
distribution, publication, and broadcast of the documentary, "Making a Murderer.” Defendants
manipulated and falsified specific facts as described in paragraphs 1 — 33 above and incorporated
by reference herein in order to falsely accuse plaintiff and other MTSO officers of planting
evidence to frame an innocent man, or to make the case stronger against a guilty one. Defendants
knew or had reason to know of the falsity of the statements, yet knowingly and intentionally, or
with reckless disregard for the truth, made them anyhow. Defendants’ rendition of the facts and
circumstances surrounding the Avery case is false in nature and false in how it was presented.

35. Defendants, separately and severally, offered more than mere opinions, but
definitive declarations of fact provable as either true or false, and thus claimable under
defamation law. Defendant’s tortious conduct cannot be shielded by the methodology they
employed in the telling of their fabricated story. Presenting selectively edited and spliced trial
and deposition testimony, excluding facts and evidence that contradict their false narrative, and
including only one-sided biased interviews that cast police and prosecutors as villains and Avery
and his attorneys as heroes, amount to a statement of fact no less and more insidious than if the
defendants had told the falsehoods themselves.

36.  As adirect consequence of the defendants’ defamatory conduct, individually and
in concert with each other, plaintiff’s reputation has been irreparably harmed. Devoted husband,

parent, decorated United States Air Force veteran, and dedicated public servant, plaintiff enjoyed
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an impeccable professional reputation prior to December 18, 2015 when MAM first aired.
During the intervening three years, plaintiff has been subject to worldwide ridicule, contempt
and disdain as a result of the baseless and false assertions in MAM that he planted evidence to
frame an innocent man or strengthen the case against a guilty one.

37. A Google search of plaintiff°s name prior to MAM’s debut would have revealed
two nondescript news articles about routine local crime. The same search now yields more than
1.8 million hits, nearly all of them painting plaintiff in a negative light. 732 YouTube videos
about plaintiff’s perceived nefarious role in the Avery case have been produced.

38.  National and international news and entertainment media have published
hundreds of articles, television and radio segments adopting the defendants’ foregone but false
conclusion that plaintiff and other Manitowoc County police officers planted evidence. Social
media, including Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Reddit is replete with threats and insults
directed at plaintiff because of the baseless accusations against plaintiff forced upon viewers of
MAM. Countless tweets, memes, and insulting and threatening social media posts portraying
plaintiff as a corrupt police officer and prime mover in framing Avery have been posted online.

39.  Defendants, separately and severally, failed to mitigate damages by refusing to
take notice of critical analysis in the aftermath of MAM’s release. Thorough, careful, and
objective analysis by some members of the public and a few journalists revealed that the series
had badly distorted the facts. Upon information and belief, defendants were aware of the critical
analysis and could have mitigated the harm to plaintiff's reputation by admitting their distortions
and omissions of fact when the above mentioned articles were published and in the sequel to the

original series, “Making a Murderer Part 2.” Instead, with actual malice, defendants doubled
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down by distorting and omitting additional facts to bolster their pre-ordained conclusion that

plaintiff participated in the framing of Avery.

Count 2: Intentional infliction of emotional distress

40. Defendants, separately and severally, by extreme and outrageous conduct as set
forth in paragraphs 1 to 33 above and incorporated by reference herein, intentionally caused
severe emotional distress to plaintiff. Defendants could and should have reasonably foreseen that
their false rendering of plaintiff as a corrupt police officer who helped frame an innocent man
would lead to popular outrage and threats, resulting in extreme emotional distress.

41. As adirect consequence of defendants’ tortious conduct, plaintiff has received
serious and ongoing threats to his and his family’s safety, resulting in extreme anxiety on a daily
basis with long-term, if not permanent harm to nearly every aspect of his life. Recorded
telephone threats alone fill the capacity of 28 compact discs. Avery sﬁpathizem have threatened
to kill plaintiff and members of his family, kidnap and sodomize him and gang rape his wife.
Photographs of plaintiff’s children have been posted online by hateful viewers under the spell of
MAM. Repeat late night telephone calls to plaintiff’s residence were commonplace in the
aftermath of MAM ’s release, with callers screaming profanities and threatening to do physical
harm. Defendants’ tortious conduct has changed nearly every aspect of plaintiff’s life, from
travel plans to whether and where he and his wife go out to eat. Constantly on alert for danger to
his family’s safety whenever they leave their home, plaintiff suffers from extreme exhaustion

and anxiety.

Count 3: Negligence
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42.  As producers, editors, and distributers of a non-fiction documentary, defendants
breached their duty to confirm factual assertions and not wholly misrepresent the truth.
Defendants, separately and severally, have breached that duty as stated in paragraphs 1-33 above
and incorporated by reference herein.

43.  As aproximate result of defendants’ negligence, plaintiff has suffered
humiliation, mental anguish, and extreme emotional and physical distress and has been injured in
mind and body. Among special damages suffered by the plaintiff are loss of wages and other

expenses incurred to protect his family’s safety.

Wherefore, plaintiff demands retraction and honest clarification of the erroneous and
false statements and depictions described above to clear his good name and restore peace of
mind; plaintiff further demands judgment against defendants, separately and severally, for their
to'rti'ous acts of defamation, intentional infliction of emotional distress, and negligence as stated

above. Plaintiff demands a jury trial.

Electronically signed by:
Griesbach Law Offices, LLC

By: Attorney Michael C Griesbach
State Bar #01012799

Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
PO Box 2047

Manitowoc, WI 54221-2047
(920) 320-1358
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EXHIBIT A
“Making a Murderer’s” Distortion of Plaintiff's Testimony Concerning the 1994/1995
Telephone Call

Key:
Black/Bold: trial testimony accurately portrayed in sequence in “Making a Murder”

Black-strikethrough: spliced testimony in “Making a Murder”
Red—testimony omitted in “Making a Murder”

Direct examination by District Attorney Kenneth KRATZ:
KRATZ: Sergeant Colborn, you were asked, as | understand, as part of a civil lawsuit, to provide

what's called a deposition. Can you tell the jury what you were asked about?

COLBORN: In 1994 or '95, | had received a telephone call when | was working in my capacity as
a corrections officer in the Manitowoc County jail. The telephone call was from somebody who
identified himself as a detective and began telling me that somebody who had committed an
assault in Manitowoc County was in their custody and we may have somebody in our jail on
that assault charge that... may not have done it. Uh, I told this individual you're probably gonna
want to speak to a detective and | transferred the call to a detective.

KRATZ: That's it? That's your connection to Mr. Avery?
COLBORN: Yes, sir.

KRATZ: Well, let me ask you this, Sergeant Colborn, do you even know whether that call was
about Mr. Steven Avery?

COLBORN: No, sir.

KRATZ: Well, did that cause you enough embarrassment and enough angst that you obtained
and planted blood so that it would be found and Mr. Avery would be wrongfully accused of a
homicide case?

COLBORN: No, sir.

KRATZ: Have you ever planted any evidence against Mr. Avery?
| have to say that this is the first time my integrity has ever been questioned and, no, | have not.

KRATZ: That's all | have for Sergeant Colborn, Judge. Thank you

Cross Examination by Attorney Strang:
STRANG: Did you ever write a report about that?

COLBORN: No, +did-net sir.

STRANG: Well, actually you did, didn't you? It was about eight years later, wasn't it?

) 1
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COLBORN: | wrote a statement on it. Yes, sir.

STRANG: You wrote that statement in 2003, the-day-afterSteven-Avery-finaly-walked-out-of
pﬂsen-d;dn-t-yeu?- after Sherlff Peterson suggested that maybe you should?

COLBORN: Yes, sir.
STRANG: You wrote that statement in 2003, about the 1994 or 1995 telephone call?

COLBORN: Yes.

STRANG: You wrote that statement in 2003, the day after Steven Avery finally walked out of
prison, didn't you?

COLBORN: | don't know what day Steve was released from prison, but | wrote the statement in
2003.

STRANG: September 12, 2003 sound right?
COLBORN: | said, | don't know the date that | wrote the statement, but | know it was in 2003.

STRANG: Well, 1 think | do know the date you wrote it and I'm a happy to show it to you. What
do you know as Exhibit 213?

'COLBORN: That's the statement | wrote after speaking with Detect -- or Sheriff Peterson.
Redirect:

KRATZ: Sergeant COLBORN, back in 1994 or '95, if you would've written a report... what
would it have been about?

COLBORN: That is why | didn’t do one, | don’t know what it would have been about, that |
received a call and transferred it to the Detective Division. If | wrote a report about every call
that came in, | would spend my whole day writing reports.

KRATZ: Did this person ever identify the individual that they were talking about?

COLBORN: No, sir. There were no names given.

2
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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY

ANDREW L COLBORN,
Plaintiff,

Case No. 2018 CV 561

AMENDED SUMMONS
ETFLIX, IN
: inchester Circle

Los Gatos, CA 95032,

CHROME MEDIA, LLC, formerly known as g
SYNTHESIS FILMS, LLC, et 7 e
15821 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 500 K ﬁ
Encino, CA 91436 %
LAURA RICCIARDI and y /
MOIRA DEMOS

Defendants.

FILED

03-04-2019

Clerk of Circult Court
Manitowoc County, Wi

2018CV000561

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to each person named above as a Defendant:

You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff named above has filed a lawsuit or other

legal action against you. The complaint, which is attached, states the nature and basis of the

legal action.

Within 45 days of receiving this summons, you must respond with a written answer, as

that term is used in chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes, to the complaint. The court may

reject or disregard an answer that docs not follow the requirements of the statutes. The answer

must be sent or delivered to the Court, whose address is 1010 S. 8" Street, Manitowoc, WI

54220, and to Plaintiff’s attorneys, Law Firm of, Conway, Olejniczak &-Jerry, S.C., whose

address is 231 South Adams Street, P.O. Box 23200, Green Bay, Wisconsin, 54305-3200;
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Griesbach Law Offices, LLC, whose address is P.O. Box 2047, Manitowoc, Wisconsin
54221-2047; and Schott, Bublitz & Engel, S.C., whose address is 640 W. Moreland Blvd.,
Waukesha, WI 53188-2433. For e-filing procedure, see
https://www.wicourts.gov/ecourts/efilecircuit/rules.htm. You may have an attorney represent
you.

If you do not provide a proper answer within 45 days, the Court may grant judgment
against you for the award of money or other legal action requested in the complaint, and you may
lose your right to object to anything that is or may be incorrect in the complaint. A judgment
may be enforced as provided by law. A judgment awarding money may become a lien against
any real estate you own now or in the future, and may also be enforced by garnishment or seizure
of property.

Dated this 4" day of March, 2019.

LAW FIRM OF CONWAY, OLEINICZAK & JERRY, S.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff, Andrew L. Colborn

By: Electronically signed by George Burnett
George Bumett

POST OFFICE ADDRESS:
231 S. Adams Street

Green Bay, WI 54301

P.0. Box 23200

Green Bay, W1 54305-3200
Phone: (920) 437-0476

Fax: (920) 437-2868

State Bar No. 1005964
#3041117_2
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GRIESBACH LAW OFFICES, LLC

By: Electronically signed by Michael C. Griesbach
Attorney Michael C. Griesbach
State Bar No. 01012799
Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
PO Box 2047
Manitowoc, Wi 54221-2047
(920) 320-1358

SCHOTT, BUBLITZ & ENGEL, S.C.

By: Electronically signed by April Rockstead Barker
April Rockstead Barker
State Bar No. 1026163
Schott, Bublitz & Engel, S.C.
640 W. Moreland Blvd.
Waukesha, WI 53188-2433
(262)-827-1700
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" 03-04-2019
Clerk of Circuit Court
Manitowoc County, Wi
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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MANITOWOC COUNTY

ANDREW L COLBORN,
Plaintiff,
Case No. 2018 CV 561
AMENDED COMPLAINT
NETFLIX, INC.
100 Winchester Circle
Los Gatos, CA 95032,
CHROME MEDIA, LLC, formerly known as
SYNTHESIS FILMS, LLC,
15821 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 500
Encino, CA 91436
LAURA RICCIARDI and
MOIRA DEMOS

Defendants.

Plaintiff, Andrew L Colborn, by and through his attorneys, the Law Firm of Conway,
Olejniczak & Jerry, S.C., Griesbach Law Offices, LL.C, and Schott, Bublitz and Engel, S.C., as
and for his Amended Complaint against the above-named Defendants, alleges and shows the
Court as follows:

Parties
1. Plaintiff, Andrew L. Colborn, is an adult residing in Manitowoc County, Wisconsin.
2. Netflix, Inc. is a foreign corporation authorized to do business in the state of Wisconsin
with a principal place of business located at 100 Winchester Circle, Los Gatos, California 95032.
3. Chrome Media, LLC is a foreign corporation domiciled in New York with a principal

place of business located at 15821 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 500, Encino, California 91436.
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4. Chrome Media, LLC is an independent film production company founded by Defendants
Laura Ricciardi and Moira Demos in 2006.

5. Chrome Media, LLC was formerly known as Synthesis Films, LLC.

6. Laura Ricciardi is an adult residing in California.

7. Moira Demos is an adult residing in California.

8. Defendants Laura Ricciardi and Moira Demos have ownership interest in Chrome
Media, LLC, formerly known as Synthesis Films, LLC. They also are executive producers of
“Making a Murderer 1” and “Making a Murderer 2" and filmed said production while attending

the trial of Steven Avery in Manitowoc County.

Statement of the Facts

9. Plaintiff Andrew L. Colborn was employed as a corrections officer with the Manitowoc
County Sheriff's Department from 1992 through 1996.

10. In his capacity as a corrections officer, he was a non-sworn, non-law enforcement officer
and had responsibility for security of the jail.

11. Beginning in 1996, Plaintiff Andrew L. Colborn became a sworn law enforcement
officer employed with the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department.

12. For the years 2005 through 2007 and at all times material hereto between 2005 and
2007, Plaintiff Andrew L. Colborn was a patrol Sergeant with the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s
Department (hereinafter “MTS0O”). Plaintiff Andrew L. Colborn was also a trained evidence
technician.

13. On October 31, 2005, 25-year-old freelance photographer, Teresa Halbach, was brutally
murdered at the Avery Salvage Yard in rural Manitowoc County, Wisconsin. Overwhelming

physical and circumstantial evidence proves that Steven Avery and his 16-year-old nephew,

-2
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Brendan Dassey, were the perpetrators of the crime. Neither Plaintiff nor any other law
enforcement officer planted evidence or in any other way attempted to frame Avery or Dassey
for Halbach’s murder. Separate juries returned guilty verdicts against each of them in 2007 and
their convictions remain unreversed after numerous appeals.

14. In 1985, two decades before murdering Halbach, Avery was wrongfully convicted of
physically and sexually assaulting a woman on a remote stretch of Lake Michigan’s shoreline in
Manitowoc County. Avery served 18 years of a 32-year prison sentence before DNA testing
revealed that another man was the assailant. Under new leadership, the Manitowoc County
District Attorney’s office promptly stipulated to Avery’s release.

15. On December 18, 2015, Defendant Netflix released for worldwide distribution a ten-part
documentary series entitled, “Making a Murderer” (hereinafter, MAM). The series purports to
objectively and accurately recount Avery and Dassey’s arrest and conviction for Halbach’s
murder. Within 35 days of its release, 19.3 million viewers had watched MAM worldwide. In a
January 16, 2016 article, Forbes magazine columnist Paul Tassi described the program as
“Netflix’s most significant show ever.” MAM has remained in the national and international
spotlight since its debut with renewed interest upon the recent release of “Making a Murderer
Part 2.” The original series and its sequel continue to be marketed worldwide and remain
available on Netflix for subscribers today.

16. MAM was and continues to be marketed as a non-fiction documentary. No disclaimer
appears in any of the ten episodes notifying viewers that the series is anything but an actual and
accurate portrayal of events. In news and entertainment media interviews since the program’s
release, Defendants Ricciardi and Demos have repeatedly avowed that they were unbiased and

objective in their re-telling of events, holding the film out as a non-fiction piece. MAM won

-3-
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four Emmy Awards, including “outstanding directing for nonfiction programming” and
“outstanding writing for nonfiction programming.” It also won the 2017 Cinema Eye Honors
Award for “outstanding achievement in nonfiction films made for television.”

17. At no time during plaintiff’s employment at MTSO did he serve as a spoi(esperson for
the department. Declining dozens of media requests for interviews, plaintiff has refrained from
public comment and has in no other way injected himself into the controversy surrounding the
Avery case and the release of MAM. As such, he is neither a “public figure” nor a “limited
purpose public figure,” as those terms are defined in defamation law.

18. Pertinent and significant aspects of MAM are not true as represented and are, instead,
false and defamatory toward Plaintiff and others. Material and significant facts known to the
Defendants were omitted and distorted. Despite overwhelming evidence proving Avery and
Dassey’s guilt and the utter absence of evidence supporting Defendant’s accusations of police
misconduct, Defendants falsely led viewers to the inescapable conclusion that Plaintiff and
others planted evidence to frame Avery for Halbach’s murder. Defendants omitted, distorted,
and falsified material and significant facts in an effort to portray Plaintiff as a corrupt police
officer who planted evidence to frame an innocent man. Defendants did so with actual malice
and in order to make the film more profitable and more successful in the eyes of their peers,
sacrificing and defaming the Plaintiff’s character and reputation in the process.

19. Attached as Exhibit A, incorporated herein by reference, are excerpts from Making a
Murdercr Episodes 1 — 10 which depict numerous inaccuracies in facts and theretore defame
plaintiff. . These are in addition to defamatory statements that are further described below.

20. Attached as Exhibit B, and incorporated herein by reference, is a transcription of

excerpts of Plaintiff’s trial testimony that were included in MAM Episodes 5 and 7 but that were
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significantly altered, as indicated on the exhibit, so as to present a false impression of Plaintiff’s
testimony and to falsely put words in his mouth and omit others.
1994 or 1995 Telephone Call and Subsequent Alleged Cover-Up

21. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos, acting jointly and in concert with the other
Defendants, led viewers to falsely conclude that Plaintiff learned of Avery’s 1985 wrongful
conviction approximately eight years before he was released, but covered it up. By doing so,
Defendants created a false motive for Plaintiff to plant evidence, making their central but false
claim that Plaintiff and other police officers framed Avery more believable.

22. In 1994 or 1995, while working as a corrections officer at the Manitowoc County Jail
during normal business hours, Plaintiff answered a telephone call from a detective in another
jurisdiction. The detective asked to speak with a Manitowoc County detective about an assault
that occurred many years earlier in Manitowoc County. A jail inmate supposedly had told a
fellow inmate that he was responsible for an assault for which another man was convicted.
Plaintiff does not believe the caller mentioned the name of the man convicted or the name of the
victim in the Manitowoc County assault. If he did, Plaintiff was wholly unfamiliar with the
names.

23. Plaintiff had no reason to and did not know about Avery’s 1985 sexual assault
conviction when he received the phone call from the detective. He was not employed by MTSO
until 1992, when he was hired as a corrections officer at the Manitowoc County Jail, which was
and remains a separate division within MTSO. As a corrections officer, Plaintiff was not a
sworn law enforcement officer and had no authority to conduct investigations, much less dated
criminal activity for \;vhich a conviction had aiready been obtained. Doing so would have been a

violation of department policy. Accordingly, Plaintiff transferred the call to the Investigations
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Unit after giving the caller the number in case the call went unanswered or was lost in the
transfer. Plaintiff subsequently heard that higher-ups at MTSO had given assurances that the
right man had been convicted. Plaintiff had no reason to think otherwise until Avery was
exonerated by DNA testing in 2003. Given all of the above circumstances, there was no reason
for Plaintiff to prepare a written report about the call at the time.

24, Plaintiff first learned of Avery’s wrongful conviction in September of 2003 when Avery
was exonerated by DNA testing. At that time Plaintiff recalled the 1994 or 1995 telephone call
and surmised it may have been related to the Avery case. At the direction of Sheriff Ken
Petersen, Plaintiff prepared a written statement memorializing the call as part of Petersen’s effort
to provide a complete, accurate, and transparent account of the circumstances surrounding
Avery’s wrongful conviction for consideration by the Wisconsin Attorney General in her
independent review. Plaintiff’s written statement was promptly delivered to the Attorney
General along with all other doguments pertaining to her review.

25. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos strategically spliced and omitted portions of Plaintiff’s
trial testimony as set forth in Exhibit A and B, incorporated by reference herein, to distort the
. facts and nature of the 1994 or 1995 telephone call. These omissions and distortions led viewers
to falsely conclude that Plaintiff bears responsibility for seven or eight of Avery’s 18 years of
wrongful imprisonment, providing him with a motive to frame Avery for Halbach’s murder.

26. For the same purposes, Defendants Ricciardi and Demos included in the second episode
of MAM an interview of Steven Glynn, one of Avery’s attorneys in his wrongtul conviction
lawsuit. Glynn expresses dismay that Plaintiff did not prepare a report concerning the call he
received in 1994 or 1995 until Avery was exonerated in 2003. Glynn then mistakenly tells

viewers that Plaintiff’s written statement was kept hidden in a Sheriff’s department safe in 2003

-6~

Case 1:19-cv-00484-BHL Filed 04/03/19 Page 10 of 61 Document 1-2



Case 2018CV000561 Document 13 Filed 03-04-2019 Page 10 of 56

as part of Plaintiff and MTSO’s effort to cover up their knowledge of Avery’s wrongful
conviction, when in fact the statement had been delivered to the attorney general promptly after
it was prepared.

27. Upon information and belief, Defendants knew Plaintiff’s written report concerning the
phone call was not left in the Sheriff’s safe but chose to include Glynn’s mi.;staken belief in order
to further their false narrative. Defendants included extensive excerpts of videotaped depositions
in Avery’s wrongful conviction lawsuit in MAM and, upon information and belief, reviewed the
depositions from the lawsuit in their entirety to determine which portions to include. The
depositions included extensive questioning of Plaintiff, Sheriff Petersen, and others concerning
the 1994 or 1995 telephone call and Plaintiff’s documentation of same in 2003. No reasonable
person.could have concluded from a review of the depositions and the trial testimony that there
was anything nefarious about Plaintiff’s response to the call or his documentation of same after
Avery was exonerated. Nor could any reasonable person have concluded that Plaintiff’s report
was left hidden in a safe as part of a cover-up for MTSO wrongdoing. Yet Defendants distorted
the facts to provide viewers a false motive for Plaintiff to plant evidence and frame Avery for
Halbach’s murder.

Plaintiff’s Call to Dispatch

28. On November 3, 2005, Teresa Halbach’s mother reported to the Calumet County
Sheriff’s Department that her daughter was missing. Police in Calumet County believed that
Teresa's last known whereabouts were either at the George Zipperer residence or the Avery
Sali/age Yard, both located in Manitowoc County. Halbach had been assigned by her employer,

Auto Trader Magazine, to take photos of vehicles that were for sale at each location on October
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31, 2008, the last day she had been seen. Calumet County officers requested assistance from
MTSO since Halbach’s last known whereabouts were in Manitowoc County.

29. On November 3, 2003, Plaintiff Andrew Colborn was working a regular shift as a patrol

sergeant with the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department when he received a call from

" Calumet County requesting assistance with a missing person. That evening, Plaintiff was asked
to check out two potential residences where Halbach reportedly had been, “the Avery Salvage
Yard and the Zipperer residence.”

30. On November 3, 2005, Plaintiff calted dispatch to confirm the make and model and
license plate number of the missing person’s vehicle as he had done in hundreds of other cases
during his career. Neither Plaintiff nor any other police officer had contact with Halbach’s
vehicle on November 3%, or any other time prior to November 5™ when it was discovered at the
Avery Salvage Yard by a volunteer search party.

31. A central part of Avery’s defense at trial was that Plaintiff and other Manitowoc officers
planted Halbach’s SUV at the Avery Salvage Yard where Avery resided in a house trailer. With
Plaintiff on the stand, Avery’s attorneys played portions of his call to dispatch in an effort to
convince jurors that he came upon the SUV at an undisclosed location on November 34, two
days before it was found at the salvage yard. Cross examining Plaintiff about the contents of the
call, Avery’s attorneys suggested that Plaintiff was looking directly at Halbach’s vehicle when he
called dispatch. The claim is entirely baseless and false, and Defendants knew of its falsity.

32. A side by side comparison of the trial transcript with the scene as depicted in episode 5
of MAM reveals that Defendants Ricciardi and Demo, in concert with other named D;efendants,
heavily edited portions of Plaintiff’s testimony in order to manipulate viewers to falsely conclude

that he and other officers planted Halbach’s SUV at the salvage yard. Among other distortions,
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Defendants removed Plaintiffs affirmative answer to one question and inserted it as his answer
to a separate question. At the actual trial, the second question remained unanswered after the
Court sustained an objection by the state. MAM’s rendition of the testimony is as follows:

Avery’s Attomney: “Well, you can understand how someone listening to that might think that
you were calling in a license plate that you were looking at on the back end of a 1999 Toyota?”

Plaintiff: “Yes.”

In the actual trial, the Court sustained the state’s objection, and defense counsel rephrased it as
follows:

Avery’s Attorney: “This call sounded like hundreds of other license plate or registration checks
you have done through dispatch before?”

Plaintiff answered in the affirmative, “Yes.”
Trial Transcript, Day 7, p 186-187

Defendants omitted the Plaintiff’s affirmative answer to the second question and inserted it into
his non-answer to the first. Their manipulation of this crucial line of testimony falsely conveyed
to viewers that Plaintiff located Halbach’s SUV somewhere other than at the salvage yard days
earlier and likely assisted other law enforcement officers plant it there at a later time. The
impression is false and gave to viewers the exact opposite impression of what Plaintiff was asked
and how he responded at trial.

33. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos in concert with other named Defendants omitted
additional trial testimony from Plaintiff about the routine nature of his call to dispatch. When
asked by the prosecutor on redirect examination: “Mr.‘ Strang (defense counsel) asked whether
or not it was common for you to check up on other agencies, or perhaps I’m—I’m mis-phrasing
that, but when you are assisting another agency, do you com.monly verify information that’s
provided by another agency?” Plaintiff answered: “All the time. I’m just trying to get — you

know, a lot of times when you are driving a car, you can’t stop and take notes, so I’'m trying to
-9.
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get things in my head. And by calling the dispatch center and running that plate again, it got it in
my head who that vehicle belonged to and what type of vehicle that plate is associated with.”
(Trial Transcript, Day 7, p 213). MAM failed to include this exchange.

34. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos omitted from Plaintiff’s call to dispatch his words, “see
if it comes back to [inaudible].” The phrase was included in the actual recording of the call as
well as the recording played at trial. (Trial Trans, Day 7, p 181). Upon information and belief,
Defendants omitted the phrase because it supports a reasonable interpretation of the reason for
Plaintiff’s call that contradicts the impressions the defendants intended to make.

35. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos strategically spliced “reaction™ shots of plaintiff
appearing nervous and apprehensive at trial into other portions of his testimony where he did not
appear nervous or apprehensive in fact. The edits were part of defendants’ overall attempt to
manipulate viewers to falsely conclude that plaintiff and other Manitowoc County officers
planted Halbach’s SUV at the salvage yard. MAM, Episode 5. In addition, Defendants also
included in MAM Episode 5 an out-of-court interview with Avery defense attorney Jerome
Buting in which he states, “If they would be willing to go to that length of planting the key,
which [ think the jury’s going to get . . .. By including this in the broadcast, Defendants
presented it as a foregone conclusion that the police, allegedly including Plaintiff, planted the
key at Avery’s residence.

36. Upon information and belief, Defendants Ricciardi and Demos filmed the entire trial and
were aware of the full line of questioning concerning Plaintiff’s call to dispatch, as well as its
significance. With malicious intent, Defendants chose to fabricate Plaintiff’s testimony by
splicing and omitting those portions that were not consistent with their misleading and false

account of the facts. In truth, Plaintiff did not discover Halbach’s SUV at another location and
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help others plant it on Avery’s property. MAM'’s aspersions that he did are false and have
caused irreparable harm to Plaintiff’s reputation worldwide.

37. Defendants also included a portion of an interrogation of Steven Avery in which the
interrogating officer says to Avery, “So Tammy told you that somebody told her that a cop put
that vehicle -- Theresa’s vehicle -- out on your propei‘ty? Avery responds, “Yeah.” The scene
then cuts immediately to a visual of Plaintiff about to testify in Court, implying that he is the
“cop” who allegedly planted Halbach’s vehicle on Avery’s property. MAM, Episode 5.

38. In order to enhance the significance of plaintiff’s alleged off-sight discovery and
subsequent planting of Halbach’s vehicle, defendants manipulated facts to convince viewers that
MTSO officers, possibly including the plaintiff, secreted Avery’s blood from a vial still kept in
evidence from his wrongful conviction case, and planted it in Halbach’s car. Defendants
dramatically re-enacted the vial’s “discovery” in the Clerk’s office by accompanying one of
Avery’s lawyers to film the retrieval of the vial. MAM Episode 4 contain§ a close-up shot of the
blood vial with a small hole on top of its rubber stopper while Avery’s attorneys rejoice in a
“gotcha™ moment. In truth, a hole in a blood vial’s rubber stopper is not indicative of evidence
tampering; it is made in the ordinary course of drawing a blood specimen from a person and
storing it in a vial. The hypodermic needle hole in this case was made when a specimen of
Avery’s blood was drawn by a phlebotomist and stored in the vial in connection with a 1996
post-conviction m;)tion in his wrongful conviction case. The procedure necessarily resulted in
the creation of a holc in the rubber stopper. The phlebotomist who drew the specimen trom
Avery in 1996 was prepared to testify that’s what happened in this instance. Having attended the
trial in its entirety, defendants Ricciardi and Demos were aware of the routine nature of the hole

on the vial’s rubber stopper and that the phlebotomist who drew the specimen from Avery was
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prepared to testify. Defendants manipulated the facts and the significance of the blood vial’s
discovery as part of their overall effort to convince viewers that plaintiff and other county law
enforcement officers framed Avery for the murder.

The Key

39. Defendants, jointly and severally, with actual malice, led viewers to the inescapable but
false conclusion that Plaintiff and MTSO Lt. James Lenk planted the ignition key for Halbach’s
SUV in Avery’s bedroom. They did so by splicing trial testimony, omitting other testimony, and
failing to include essential photographic evidence that would have given viewers a complete
view of what occurred.

40. On November 8, 2005, three days after Halbach’s vehicle was discovered at the salvage
yard, Plaintiff and MTSO Investigator James Lenk, both evidence technicians, were assigned to
search Avery’s bedroom for evidence more remotely connected to the crime, including
pornographic material. Plaintiff and Lenk were accompanied by Calumet County Deputy Daniel
Kucharski. A previous search of the room on November 5, 2005 yielded handcuffs and leg
irons, apparent sex toys, and pornographic materials in a bookcase, but not all items were
collected at that time.

41. On November 8, 2005 after materials were returned to the bookcase, the ignition key for
Halbach’s SUV was found on the carpeted floor next to the bookcase. At trial, Plaintiff, Lenk,
and Kucharski each offered a reasonable explanation as to how the key was missed on the earlier
scarch and miscellancous entries. All three testified they believed the key had tallen from a
crack in the particle board Backing of the bookcase when materials were returned into the

bookcase. They believed Avery hid the key there with plans to retrieve it later and dispose of the

-3 &

Case 1:19-cv-00484-BHL Filed 04/03/19 Page 16 of 61 Document 1-2



Case 2018CV000561 Document 13 Filed 03-04-2019 Page 16 of 56

SUV. (Plaintiff: Trial Trans Day 7, p 132; Lenk: Trial Trans Day 8, p 14; Kucharski: Trial
Trans Day 9, p 55).

42. On information and belief, Defendants Ricciardi and Demos were present during this
testimony and viewed certain photographs clearly showing the crack in the back of the bookcase.
The photographs were not shown to viewers of MAM. In addition, testimony from officer
Tyson, the accompanying officer from the initial search on 11/05/2005, was spliced in order to
maximize suspicion that the key was planted and minimize a plausible explanation for how it
came to be found. Jerome Buting, one of Avery’s attorneys, asked officer Tyson the following
question:

“Had you ever, in any other search in your entire career, had to act like a babysitter, or a
watchdog, for the officers who were conducting a search?”

Officer Tyson replied, “I did not treat this as if | was babysitting.” (Trial Trans Day 7, p 25, lines
7-11).

Defendants Ricciardi and Demos replaced Tyson’s answer with his negative response, “No,” to a
separate question in order to give viewers the exact opposite impression of what Tyson in fact
conveyed. (MAM, Episode 7).

43. Upon information and belief, Defendants Ricciardi and Demos filmed the entire trial and
were aware of the full line of questioning conceming the circumstances of Plaintiff and Lenk
finding Halbach’s ignition key in Avery’s bedroom, as well as its significance. They chose to
fabricate testimony by splicing or omitting those portions not consistent with their false and
defamatory account of the facts. In truth, Plaintiff and Lenk did not plant the key, and MAM’s

aspersions that they did are false and have caused irreparable harm to Plaintiff’s reputation.
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MAM?’s Omission and Distortion of Material, Significant Evidence and Facts

44, Defendants, jointly and severally, and with actual malice, omitted the following

evidence and facts as part of their effort to lead viewers to falsely conclude that plaintiff and

others framed Avery for Halbach’s murder. Upon information and belief, defendants Ricciardi

and Demos were present for all court proceedings, including pretrial motions and the entire trial,

where all of this information was revealed. Had these material, significant and known facts been

included in MAM, a reasonable viewer would have found Avery’s guilt obvious and would not

have concluded that plaintiff and other law enforcement officers planted evidence to frame him:

Avery’s DNA was located on the hood latch of Halbach’s vehicle.

Halbach’s cell phone, camera, and PDA computer devices were found in a burn barrel on
Avery’s property. Several hours after Halbach’s arrival at the salvage yard, Avery’s
nephew witnessed Avery carrying a plastic bag and placing it in the burn barrel where
Halbach’s electronics were later found. In addition, a family friend observed smoke and
smell of plastic coming from the same burn barrel. The witness, along with Avery’s
brother, stated that Avery had changed clothes and showered and was acting strange.

The bullet containing Halbach’s DNA was linked to the specific firearm hung on a wall
over Avery’s bed.

Avery called Halbach’s employer, Auto Trader magazine, on the day she was murdered
and asked them to send a photographer to take a photo of a car he said he was listing for
sale in their magazine. Avery asked the receptionist to send “the same photographer” they
sent last time. Halbach’s co-workers stated that she had been somewhat concerned by
Avery’s approaching her wearing nothing but a towel on at least two of her appointments
with him. Avery placed direct calls to Halbach’s cell phone before she arrived using *67
to hide his identity.

In the early evening, after Halbach’s appointment, Avery’s brother, Earl, observed Avery
near his truck and trailer with Avery’s snowmobile on top. Earl found it strange that
Avery would remove the snowmobile from the trailer and put it in his garage since Earl’s
understanding was that Avery was going to take the snowmobile to a dealer and sell it.
When asked by police about the Suzuki, Earl Avery stated it had been outside the garage
a few days earlier. Avery’s accomplice told police that Avery shot Halbach in his garage.

Avery gave several different statements about his interaction with Halbach on the day she
was murdered. First, that she never arrived for her appointment with him; second, that
she did, but he only saw her through a window in his trailer home and did not speak with
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her; third, that she came inside where he paid her; and, finally, that he went outside to her
car and paid her for the photo shoot.

Avery has a history of extreme violence and sexual aggression against women, including
beating, strangulation, death threats, attempted abduction at gunpoint, and allegations of
rape.

45. Defendants Ricciardi and Demos, jointly and in concert with the remaining defendants

and with reckless disregard for the truth, blatantly and absurdly distorted the nature of three of

Avery’s prior crimes. Had the true nature of his past crimes been accurately portrayed, a

reasonable viewer would have been less likely to accept defendants’ wholly false narrative that

plaintiff and other local police officers framed Avery for Halbach’s murder. Upon information

and belief, defendants Ricciardi and Demos had access to the police reports and criminal

complaints associated with each of these crimes and knew of their contents.

Avery was convicted of animal abuse when he was 20 years old. Police reports indicate
that he and another party poured gas and oil on the family’s pet cat, intentionally threw it
in a bonfire, and watched it burn to death. In Episode 1 of MAM, defendants portrayed
the incident as an accident and at worst, a childhood prank.

In 1986, Avery received a six-year prison sentence on convictions for endangering safety
by conduct regardless of life and felon in possession of a firearm in connection with his
running a woman’s car off the road, holding her at gun point and ordering her into his car
with the apparent intent to rape her. MAM omitted significant details and used edited
portions of depositions to cast Avery as a victim and the victim as a villain for spreading
rumors about him.

On September 4, 2004, approximately a year before murdering Halbach, Avery was
arrested for assaulting his fiancé, Jodi Stachowski. On information and belief, Defendants
Ricciardi and Demos had access to the police reports concerning the incident and knew of
their contents. The reports indicate that Avery shoved Stachowski causing her to fall into
a chair and hit her head. Avery then struck her numerous times and threatened to kill her.
When Stachowski tried calling 911, Avery ripped the phone out of the wall before she
could report the assault. Avery began strangling her and as she lost consciousness he
dragged her outside to his vehicle. When Stachowski regained consciousness, Avery said:
“I should get the gun and kill you.”

Upon information and belief, Ricciardi and Demos had access to and reviewed the police
reports concerning Avery’s arrest for assaulting Stachowski. They knew what Stachowski
had reported to police, but they chose to omit it because it did not fit with their false
characterization of Avery as a harmless individual unlikely to commit a murder. To
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further their storyline, they portrayed Stachowski as unafraid and supportive of Avery
while knowing she was anything but.

46. Defendants also presented material in such a way that the defense conspiracy theories
received the last, apparently unrefuted word, mixing in-court excerpts with out-of-court
statements by defense attorneys in an attempt to portray defense theories and speculation as
actual and unanswered facts. This includes but is not limited to the following:

e Jerome Buting (end of MAM 6): One of the things that the state argued is that it
would have taken a wide-ranging conspiracy of so many people to pull this off and
that there’s just no way this could be possible. But in fact, that’s not true. Really,
two people could have done this easily enough if they had the motive to do it.
Maybe one even. And the whole argument, well why would they risk doing this and
risk getting caught. You have to understand, they probably would have no fear of
ever being caught doing this. You know, who better than a police officer would
know how to frame somebody?

[cuts to video of James Lenk being sworn to testify] [theme music plays]
Claims for Relief
Count I — Defamation — Actual Malice

47. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations of Paragraphs 1 - 46, above, as though fully
set forth herein.

48. Defendants, jointly and severally, acting with actual malice, defamed, libeled and
slandered Plaintiff by their creation, production, distribution, publication, and broadcast of the
documentary, “Making a Murderer.”

49. Defendants’ false statements and communications about Plaintiff include, but are not

limited to, the following statements and communications in the “Making a Murderer” broadcasts:
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a) The statements described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B,
above.

b) The statements and communications made in the “Making a Murderer” broadcasts,
the transcripts of which are attached hereto as Exhibit A. These statements collectively
communicated to the viewing public the false assertion that Plaintiff was a participant in a
law enforcement conspiracy and scheme to frame Steven Avery for the murder of Teresa
Halbach. Defendants falsely stated and communicated through their broadcast that Plaintiff
planted evidence, including but not limited to, Teresa Halbach’s valet key, her vehicle, and
her bone fragments, her blood, and Avery’s blood and/or DNA, in order to frame allegedly
innocent Defendants or to strengthen their case against them.

c) The words expressly used in the broadcasts are made more defamatory to Plaintiff
because of the Defendants’ omission of information that was essential to a truthful depiction
of the facts, including, but not limited to, the facts that were omitted as described in
Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B, above. Among other things, Defendants
included in their broadcasts only one-sided biased interviews that cast police and prosecutors
as villains determined to prosecute and convict Avery for a crime that he did not commit and
cast Avery and his attorneys as heroes.

d) The statements described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B,
above, which were false because the statements do not accurately reflect the testimony or
events purported to be recounted by Defendants, as a result of ;he manipulation of the content
as described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B. Among other things,
Defendants selectively edited and spliced trial and deposition testimony and excluded facts

that contradicted their false statements and communications.
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50. Defendants knew or had reason to know that the statements were false, but made the
false statements and communications described above with actual malice, intentionally and
knowing that they were false or with reckless disregard for the statements and communications’
truth or falsity. The purported conspiracy and scheme described through Defendants’ false
statements and communications was the product of Defendants’ imagination and Defendants
knew that the statements and communications about the purported conspiracy and scheme were
false.

51. Defendants’ false statements and communications as described above are not mere
statements of opinion, but are definitive declarations of fact provable as either true or false.

52. Defendants’ false statements and communications as described above were
communicated and published to the viewing public in the United States of America and in
additional countries that subscribe to Netflix and/or to which Netflix publications are distributed.
According to published estimates; more than 19.3 million viewers watched the “Making a
Murderer” series within the first 35 days of its broadcast.

53. Defendants’ false statements and communications as described above were not
privileged or exceed the scope of any alleged privilege because the Defendants, and each of
them, intentionally and knowingly or with reckless disregard for the truth, communicated as facts
statements that were not truthful and accurate regarding the matters asserted and that went
beyond the statements contained in the record of any official proceedings. In addition,
Defendants added their own factual assertions and intermixed them with the records of official
proceedings in a manner that falsely portrayed the record of the proceedings, including, but not

limited to, in the manner described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B, above.
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54. Defendants’ false statements and communications tended to harm Plaintiff and actually
and irreparably harmed and damaged Plaintiff’s reputation, lowering him in the estimation of the
community and subjecting him to hostility, hatred and ridicule, and deterring third persons from
associated or dealing with him in, among others, the following respects:

a) Plaintiff is a devoted husband, parent, decorated United States Air Force veteran, and
dedicated public servant, and enjoyed an impeccable professional reputation prior to
December 18, 2015, when Defendants published their false statements and communications
about him. Since that time, Plaintiff has been subject to worldwide ridicule, contempt and
disdain as a result of the baseless and false assertions in Making of a Murderer.

b) A Google search of Plaintiff’s name prior to Defendants’ false statements and
communications about Plaintiff would have revealed two nondescript news articles about
routine local crime that plaintiff had a role in investigating. The same search now yields
more-than 1.8 million hits, nearly all of them painting Plaintiff in a negative light. 732
YouTube videos about Plaintiff’s perceived nefarious role in the Avery case have been
produced as a result of Defendants’ false statements and communications.

c¢) National and international news and entertainment media have published hundreds of
articles, television and radio segments adopting and republishing the Defendants’ false and
defamatory statements and communications about Plaintiff. Social media, including
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Reddit are replete with threats and insults directed at
Plaintiff because of the baseless accusations against Plaintiff made by Defendants.

Countless tweets, memes, and insulting and threatening social media posts portraying

Plaintiff as a corrupt police officer and cooperative in framing Avery have been posted

online.
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55. Defendants, jointly and severally, have compounded and aggravated the harm to
Plaintiff’s reputation by deliberately ignoring critical analysis in the aftermath of the release of
the Making of a Murderer broadcasts. Thorough, careful, and objective analysis by some
members of the public and a few journalists revealed that the series had badly distorted the facts.
Upon information and belief, Defendants were aware of the critical analysis and could have
taken action to prevent further harm to Plaintiff’s reputation by admitting their distortions and
omissions of fact when the above-mentioned articles were published and in the sequel to the
original series, “Making of a Murderer Part 2. Instead, with actual malice, Defendants doubled
down by distorting and omitting additional facts to bolster their pre-ordained conclusion that
Plaintiff participated in the alleged framing of Avery.

56. Defendants’ false statements and communications were made in an intentional disregard
for the Plaintiff’s rights and with ill will toward Plaintiff and as a result of other bad motives,
including, but not limited to, Defendants® determination to slant and distort the truth to
sensationalize the facts and circumstances surrounding the investigation of Teresa Halbach’s
murder and the trial of Steven Avery for her murder in order to exploit those events and
circumstances for Defendants® own economic benefit at the expense of the individuals who were
involved in the investigation and trial.

57. As a result of the damage to Plaintiff’s reputation that was caused by Defendants’ false
statements and communications about Plaintiff, Plaintiff is entitled to damages in a total amount
lo be determined at trial, including, but not limited to, general damages; compensatory damages;

special damages, including, but not limited to, lost wages; and punitive damages.

-20-
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Count II — Negligence (In the Alternative)

58. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations of Paragraphs | - 57, above, as though fully
set forth herein.

59. Defendants owed the Plaintiff a duty to exercise reasonable care when making and
communicating statements and communications about Plaintiff.

60. Defendants knew or had reason to know that the statements described in Paragraphs 25-
27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B, above were false, but, alternatively to the allegations set
forth in Paragraph 50, above, in making and communicating the statements and communications
about Plaintiff, Defendants breached their duty of care to Plaintiff by failing to exercise
reasonable care in ascertaining the truth or falsity of the statements and communications
described above.

61. Defendants’ false statements and communications as described above were
communicated and published to the viewing public in the United States of America and in
additional countries that subscribe to Netflix and/or to which Netflix publications are distributed,
as further described above.

62. Defendants’ failure to exercise reasonable care in making and communicating the
statements described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B caused damage and
harm to Plaintiff’s reputation as set forth in Paragraph 54 above. Additionally plaintiff has
suffered physical effects such as high blood pressure and anxiety.

63. Defendants' false statements and communications as described above were not
privileged or exceed the scope of any alleged privilege because the Defendants communicated as
facts statements that were not truthful and accurate regarding the matters asserted and that went

beyond the statements contained in the record of any official proceedings. In addition,

91 =
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b}

Defendants added their own factual assertions and intermixed them with the records of official
proceedings in a manner that falsely portrayed the record of the proceedings, including, but not
limited to, in the manner described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B, above.

64. Defendants knew or had reason to know that the statements were false, but made the
false statements and communications 'described above with actual malice, intentionally and
knowing that they were false or with reckless disregard for the statements and communications’
truth or falsity. The purported conspiracy and scheme described through Defendants’ false
statements and communications was the product of Defendants’ imagination and Defendants
knew that the statements and communications about the purported conspiracy and scheme were
false.

65. Defendants’ false statements and communications as described above were made in an
intentional disregard of Plaintiff’s rights.

66. As a result of the damage to Plaintiff’s reputation that was caused by Defendants’ false
statements and communications about Plaintiff, Plaintiff is entitled to damages in a total amount
to be determined at trial, including, but not limited to, general damages; compensatory damages;
and special damages, including, but not limited to, lost wages; personal / physical injury, and
punitive damages.

Count III - Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress

67. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the allegations of Pa;-agraphs 1-66, above, as though fully
set forth hercin.

68. Defendants acted intentionally or recklessly in making the statements and

communications as described in Paragraphs 25-27, 32-38, 42-46, and Exs. A and B, above.

- 22 .
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69. Defendants’ actions and conduct as described above were extreme and outrageous.
Defendants could and should have reasonably foreseen that their false rendering of Plaintiff as a
corrupt police officer who allegedly helped frame an allegedly innocent man would lead to
popular outrage and threats, resulting in extreme emotional distress.

70. As a direct result of Defendants’ actions, conduct, communications and statements as
described above,

a) Plaintiff has received serious and ongoing threats to his and his family’s safety;

b) Plaintiff has been subject to recorded telephone threats, the sheer volume of which fill
the capacity of 28 compact discs;

¢) Plaintiff has received ;lumerous late-night telephone calls in which callers have
screamed profanities and threatened to do him physical harm;

d) Avery sympathizers have threatened to kill Plaintiff and members of his family,
kidnap and sodomize him and gang rape Plaintiff’s wife;

e) Photographs of Plaintiff’s children have been posted online by hateful viewers
influenced by Defendants’ communications and statements;

f) Plaintiff has had to be more cautious and guarded in nearly every aspect of his life,
including in making travel plans and where he and his wife can eat in public; and

g) Due to the threats of violence and the hostility against him that have been caused by

Defendants’ statements and communications, Plaintiff is required to maintain a state of A

hypervigilance at all times and to constantly be alert to potential danger to his tamily’s

safety.
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71. As a direct result of Defendants’ actions, conduct, communications, and statements and
the foreseeable consequences thereof, Plaintiff suffers and has suffered from severe emotional
distress and anxiety, and exhaustion.

72. As a result of the foregoing, Plaintiff is entitled to damages in a total amount to be
determined at trial, including, but not limited to, general damages; compensatory damages;
special damages, including but not limited to, lost wages; and punitive damages.
WHEREFORE, PLAINTIFF RESPECTFULLY REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING RELIEF:

A. Damage in a an amount to be determined at trial;

B. Attorneys’ fees and costs incurred in prosecuting this action; and

C. Such other and further relief as may be allowed by law.

Dated this 4™ day of March, 2019.

LAW FIRM OF CONWAY, OLEINICZAK & JERRY, S.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff, Andrew L. Colborn

By: Electronically signed by George Burnett
George Burnett

POST OFFICE ADDRESS:
231 S. Adams Street

Green Bay, WI 54301

P.O. Box 23200

Green Bay, WI 54305-3200
Phone: (920) 437-0476

Fax: (920) 437-2868

State Bar No. 1005964
#3041117_2
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GRIESBACH LAW OFFICES, LLC

By: Electronically signed by Michael C. Griesbach
Attorney Michael C. Griesbach
State Bar No. 01012799
Griesbach Law Offices, LLC
PO Box 2047
Manitowoc, W1 54221-2047
(920) 320-1358

SCHOTT, BUBLITZ & ENGEL, S.C.

By: Electronically signed by April Rockstead Barker
April Rockstead Barker
State Bar No. 1026163
Schott, Bublitz & Engel, S.C.
640 W. Moreland Blvd.
Waukesha, W1 53188-2433
(262)-827-1700
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SEASON 1 - EPISODE 1
Avery: They had the evidence back then that I didn’t do it. But nobody said anything....

Kim Ducat: They weren’t just gonna let Stevie out. They weren't gonna hand that man $36
million. They weren’t gonna be made a laughing stock, that’s for sure.

They just weren’t gonna do all that. And something in my gut said they’re not done with him.
Something’s gonna happen,. They’re not handing that kind of money over to Steve Avery.

(MAM shows photos including that of Plaintiff Andy Colborn testifying in the background
during the above excerpt, along with others alleged to be part of the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s
Department “conspiracy™).

SEASON 1 - EPISODE 2

Steve Glynn: The day of or the day after Steven’s release, law enforcement officers in
Manitowoc are writing memos to describe activity that had occurred almost ten years earlier.
They don’t do that unless they feel threatened.

Steve Glynn: We leamned during litigation something that we had absolutely no knowledge of
before the lawsuit got started. That 1995 was a very, very significant point in this thing.

[video deposition of plaintiff shown in background]

And that there is not only something to this idea that law enforcement had information about
somebody else, but there is serious meat on those bones, I mean serious meat. What we leam is
that while Steven Avery is sitting in prison, now for a decade, a telephone call comes in to the
Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department [image of report prepared by plaintiff is shown in
background] from another law enforcement agency which at least one of the other officers
involved in that process believed to be the Brown County Sheriff’s Department saying that they
had someone in custody who said that he had committed an assault in Manitowoc, and an assault
for which somebody was currently in prison.

[resumes footage from video deposition of plaintiff]

Glynn: You’ve gone over exhibit 138.
Plaintiff: Yes, sir.
Glynn: It describes you receiving a telephone call 1994 or 1995 from someone who

identified himself as a detective, correct?

Case 1:19-cv-00484-BHL Filed 04/03/19 Page 30 of 61 Document 1-2




Case 2018CV000561 Document 13 Filed 03-04-2019 Page 30 of 56

Plaintiff: Yes.

Glynn: The detective indicated that there was a person in custody who had made a
statement about a Manitowoc county offense, correct?

Plaintiff: Yes.

Glynn: And what that person in custody had said was that he had committed an assault in
Manitowoc County and someone else was in jail for it, correct?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.
[footage of Glynn speaking in an interview]

Glynn: Manitowoc doesn’t have huge numbers of major assaults where pcople go to prison and
certainly where people would still be in prison. Therc is a very distinct possibility, I would say
likelihood, that it’s Gregory Allen, [graphic shows in background depicting bullet point and a
developing timcline that states: 1995 ® Gregory Allen is arrested for sexual assault in Brown
County/Andrew Colborn receives call about inmate confession] it’s the Brown County Sheriff’s
Department that is in 1995 on the Gregory Allen case, that Gregory Allen has said something
about Steven Avery, and at a minimum, somebody ought to check this out.

[back to footage of plaintiff’s video deposition]
Glynn: I mean that’s a significant event.
Plaintiff: Right, that’s what stood out in my mind.

[back to interview with Glynn]

Glynn: The fellow who got that call was a guy named Colbert. And you might say that
there should be a record of him immediately making a report on this, there might be a record of
his immcdiately contacting a supervising officer, there might be a record of him contacting a
detective who handlcs sexual assault cases, ahh, there might be some record of it. But if you
thought any of those things, you’d be wrong, because there isn’t any record in 1995, 1996, 1997,
1998, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 [returns to image of graphic with years running from prior
timeline image and with Plaintiff’s image above it, and a statement after the year “2003” that
statcs “DNA evidence exonerates Steven Avery.”] Now 2003 is a year that has meaning
because that’s when Steven Avery got out. And the day he got out, or the day after, that’s when
Colburn decides to contact his superior officer, named Lenk. And Lenk tells him to write a
report. And they then go have contact with the Sheriff. Now, let’s just stop and think about that
for a minute. Why does that happen, why does it happen then, when it didn’t happen eight years
earlier? Um, ahh, I mean, I think I know the answer. I think the answer is pretty clearly these
people realized that they had screwed up big time. Colburn realized it, Lenk as his superior
realized it, and the Sheriff realized it. [images of plaintiff, Lenk, and thc Sheriff are shown] So
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Lenk tells Colburn to write a report, the Sheriff tells Lenk, “Get me the report,” the Sheriff puts
the report in a safe. That’s how much he cares about documenting this thing. Well, obviously
it doesn’t do anybody, it certainly docsn’t do Steve Avery any good to document that eight years
after the fact, because Steve Avery has been sitting in a cage for those cight years.

[This falsely implies that plaintiff did not advise any appropriate person within the MTSO of the
call when it came in 1995 and that Colbum belicved that he had “screwed up” and raised the
issue later in an attempt to cover up an carlier failure to do anything about the call, when in fact,
plaintiff did transfer the call to an appropriate individual within the MTSO.]

[footage of Lt. James Lenk testifying]

Glynn: This document didn’t begin to get prepared until after you had talked to Sheriff
Peterson. Is that a fair statement?

Lt. Lenk: Correct.

Glynn: This indicates that Colburn said he was informed by someone in 95 or 96 that the
case was already solved and the right person was arrested, true? [images of
report]

Lt. Lenk: True.

Glynn: Scrgeant Colburn couldn’t recall who it was who told him that the case had
already been solved, true?

Lt. Lenk: True. That’s what he told me.

Glynn; Did he have — did he make any gucsses about that or say, gee, it could have becn
this person, it could have been that person, I’'m not surc?

Lt. Lenk: He wasn’t surc.

[ switches to video deposition testimony of Sheriff Peterson; identificd as “Steven’s 1985
arresting officer”

Glynn: You recognize cxhibit 125.

Sheriff: That’s one of the Sheriff’s Department statement forms. And it looks like James
Lenk’s signaturc on it.

Glynn: Okay, and have you seen this document before?

Sheriff: No.

Glynn; Okay. And how about 138, which is the, well, you'tell me what it is.
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Sheriff: Ycah. That’s another one of our statement forms uh, looks like it was filled out
by Andrew Colburn.

[close up of Plaintiff’s signature on the form]

Glynn: And again, have you seen that document before today?
Sheriff: No.
Avery: A lot of pcoplc told me to watch my back. Most of the time, I didn’t even

believe them. But then, sitting and doing depositions, I don’t know. It kind of changed my
mind. They werc covering something up. [showing close ups of the report prepared by plaintiff]
And they were still covering something up. Even with the sheriff who’s on there now — he’s
covering something up.

[switches to footage of plaintiff’s video deposition]

Glynn: Have you cver had any conversations with anybody else other than Sheriff
Peterson and Lictenant Lenk about the subject matter of exhibit 138? Ever discuss
it with anyone else, any other officers, any friends, any family?

Plaintiff: Not that I can specifically recall. I may have mentioned it to other people but 1
don’t recall doing it.

[Switches to video deposition of Mark Rohrer, Manitowoc County District Attorney]

Counscl: At the time that you received information from the crime lab telling you that
Gregory Allen was inculpated in the sexual assault of Mrs. Beernsten, did you
have conversation with any people in the Sheriff’s office?

Rohrer: Yes.
Counsel: Who were they?

Rohrer: Andy Colburn, and J im Lenk had information that he had received.
Counsel: Let me show what’s been marked as exhibit 124.

Rohrer: I’'m familiar with the document.

Counsel: Who's Douglass Jones?

Rohrer: Assistant District Attorney for Manitowoc County.

Counsel: All right. What is this memo, to your understanding?
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Rohrer:

1t speaks for itself. He had a telephone conversation with Gene Kusche about the
case.

[switches to video deposition testimony of Chief Deputy Eugenc Kusche])

Counsel:

Kusche:

Counscl:

Kusche:
Counsel:

Kusche:

Counsel:

Kusche:

Counsel:
told him?

Kusche:

Counsel:

Kusche:

Counsel:

This document reflects a conversation between you and Douglass Jones shortly
after it became public knowledge that Steven Avery had been exculpated and that
Gregory Allen had been inculpated right?

That’s correct.

All right. He says as he, Doug Jones, was trying to close thc conversation, you
told him that in 95 or 96 [cuts to graphic of chart showing Plaintiff’s photo under
photo of Sheriff Tom Kocourek] Andy Colburn had told Manitowoc County
Sheriff Tom Kocourek that an officer from Brown County had told Colburn [close
up on reports and Colburn’s name] that Allen and not Avery might’ve actually
committed the Bernstcen assault. Okay? Did you in fact tell that to Douglass
Jones?

Idon’t recall.
All right. Does seeing this document, 124, refresh your recollection?

My recollection of this conversation, which is not very strong, was that Colburn
made a comment to me about re-- getting some information. . . ..

Yeah . ... Okay the statement goes on and says, the next sentence says, Gene
stated, that’s you, that Colburn was told by Kocourek, something to the effect that
we already have the right guy, and he should not concern himself. Now, did
Colburn tell that to you?

Idon’trecall....

Do you have any reason to believe that Doug Jones would misrecord what you

No.

Then it goes on to say that Doug Jones asked you if this information was known.
Do you remember him asking that?

No.

Then it goes on to say that you said James Lenk . . . .was aware. Did you tell that
to Doug Jones?
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Kusche: If he put it there, I probably did.
Counsel: And what was the basis for your knowledge about that?
Kusche: It would have had to have been Andy Colburn.

[shows image of plaintiff from plaintiff’s video deposition]

Glynn: This was an unconscionable withholding of information that would have been of usc to
Steven Avery’s lawycrs, who were right at that time in the middle of litigation asserting based on
the fingernail scrapings that there may have been somebody else involved in this. If that
information had come to light in 1995, Steven Avery would have gotten out in 1995. So they
cost Steven Avery cight years of his life. This is as close to a conspiracy of silence as I think you
could find in a case.

Kelly: Did you provide this information to the attorney general’s office?

Rohrer: Yes. My recollection says I believe we did.

Kelly: And who’s “we”?

Rohrer: Mike Griesbach and I when we went to Madison.

Kelly: But this memo is, was drafted after you had been to Madison.

Rohrer: I'm not sure the date we were in Madison.

Kelly: You’re saying you told that information to the attorney general’s office?

Rohrer: We passcd everything we had obtained to the attorney general’s office.

Kelly: Ok, well, neither this memo nor anything about Colborn and Lenk is in any of the

records that were provided to the attorney general’s office. I can tell you that.

[rotating footage of Manitowoc County officials and others, including plaintiff, appears in
background]

Walt Kelly: October of 2005, from the perspective of the Manitowoc County government and
their defense lawyers, I belicve they all knew that they were in the most serious kind of trouble.
That there was a very grave prospect of a very, very substantial verdict.

Manitowoc County, and the Sheriff and the District attorney are arguably covered by insurance
policies and there’s a good half dozcn insurance policies. However, the insurers have taken the
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position that because of the nature of the allegations against the County, the Sheriff and the DA,
the policies do not cover, which would mean that Manitowoc County itself, and the sheriff and
thc DA, would be on the hook for those damages in that civil suit.

Glynn: We don’t need to have somebody tell us that this is going to have an cffect on law
enforcement.  Of course it has an effect on law enforcement. Are you kidding me? I mean law
enforcement officers get uptight when there’s even a suggestion that they have said something
wrong in a courtroom. Imagine what it’s like when you’re going to say that you’re a liar, and
that you hid evidence, and that you deliberately prosecuted a person that you knew, or at least
had reason to know, wasn’t guilty of the crime? And putting all that aside, by the way, in terms
of your own professionalism, there’s a guy out there raping and beating women while they guy
that you put in prison is sitting in a cell. How’s that make you feel?

We were just on the absolute edge of getting ready to go after the named defendants in the case
with depositions when I get a call from Walt who tells mc that he has gotten a call from a
journalist asking if either of us would care to comment on the apparent intersection in life
between Steven Avery and a woman who has gone missing in the Manitowoc area who we later
leam to be Teresa Halbach.

[timeline is again displayed indicating dates of plaintiff’s and other’s depositions in proximity to
Halbach disappearance]

[news footage regarding Halbach’s disappcarance and information about her 1999 dark green
RAYV Toyota]

[news footage of Avery interview]

Avery:..... Anybody can go down the road at nighttime when everybody’s sleeping and just
drive in — my brother ain’t going to hear nothing,

Reporter: So who do you thirk did something with her?

Avery: I got no idea. If the County did something, or whatever and try to plant evidence on me
or something, I don’t know. 1wouldn’t put nothing past the county.

[cutting to footage of Ken Kratz press conference, then to footage of police on scene]

Spoken by Avery: All I can think is they’re trying to railroad me again.
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Avery: I ain’t been home, They’s been scarching. You know, how hard is it to put evidence in
the house or on the property? .. .. The. ... sheriff. .. was out to get me last time. How do I
know he ain’t got nothing to do with it this time? . . ..

[more news reports]

Avery: It all comes back — all these memories and everything else, and they’re just sketching me
out again. And decp down, it hurts.

[more news footage]

Avery: You know we're all victims, and they just won't leave us alone. They just keep it up and
keep itup. You know, a person can only take so much, you know. Right now, I got enough of
‘em. You know, they can go somewhere elsc and just leave us alone. Let us do our lifc and live

normal.
[footage of Avery being interrogated]

Avery: See, if somebody else plants that shit there, you ain’t going to see. ...

Officer: How does your DNA get inside of her truck?

Avery: My DNA ain’t. That’s becausc they got blood out of me. How much blood they got out
of me? Alotofblood.....

SEASON 1 ~ EPISODE 3

[Courtroom testimony — testimony by officers in Court regarding key, pictures of Colburn and
Lenk standing next to each other]

Unidentified woman/bar patron: I really do think he was framed. You know? There’s a lot
that points to where the Sheriff’s Department could’ve had something to do with it. And then I
don’t know if it’s true or not, but I also heard that Manitowoc County was not supposed to be
allowed in to search, and they were in there and they searched. And that’s who found the key
apparcntly after the third day was the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Deparment. So I mean, like I
said, none of it really adds up.

Unidentified man/bar patron: I only have one word, from the cops on up: corruption. [ mean, big
time. I mean, if people dig far enough, they’ll see that.

Unidentified woman/bar patron: I don’t carc what anybody says, that’s a lot of money to pay out
from here in Manitowoc County. It’s a small area and I really, truly believe the county didn’t
have the funds to pay it out, so somehow, some way, I don't care if they hate me, that somchow
some way something got set up I don’t care who it was And they can say, “Oh, you really

Case 1:19-cv-00484-BHL Filed 04/03/19 Page 37 of 61 Document 1-2




Case 2018CV000561 Document 13 Filed 03-04-2019 Page 37 of 56

believe the Manitowoc County police department and the FBI and everybody came in and they
set this all up just to have Steven Avery guilty of this thing? Yes I do. I'm sorry, yes I do.

[footage of interview with Sheriff Tom Kocourek regarding settlement with County; switches to
footage of phone call between Avery and his sister]

Avcry: This way, they figure they just got away with it, they can do it again. . ... You know it
ain’t gonna stop ‘cm.

[interview of Dean Strang after he is rctained for Avery]

Strang: Ididn’t see them plant evidence with my own two eyes. [ didn’t seeit. ButdoI
understand how human beings might be tempted to plant evidence under the circumstances in
which thc Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department found itsclf after Steven’s cxoneration, of
the lawsuit, of the Avery commission, of the governor hugging Steven, and holding him up as an
example of the criminal justice system gone wrong? Do I have any difficulty understanding
what human emotions might have driven police officers to want to augment or confirm their
beliefs that he must have killed Teresa Halbach? I don’t have any difficulty understanding thosc
human emotions at all.

[interview of Jerry Buting]

Buting: So, you’ve got motivation of the officers to want to get him. And then when lo and
behold there’s this woman who disappears and one of the last people she saw was Steven Avery.
.. now we've got him. A-ha. We knew it. They conclude that he’s guilty, right off the bat.
And they thought, “We’rc going to make sure he’s convicted.” And they helped it along by
planting his blood in the RAV4 and by planting that key in his bedroom.”

SEASON 1-- EPISODE 4

Pete Bactz: . . . .But they came up and represented that they only DNA found on that key was
Steven Avery’s. That is patently ridiculous. Any crevices, anything else in that key would have
retained her DNA. And for them to be able to say only Steven’s DNA is on this indicates to me
that that key was scrubbed clean and his DNA was place on it.

Buting: Some would — might think, “Well, you know, we -- our hands werc tied. You know?
That you got a client who's saying that he’s being framed. Publicly, that’s kind of the defense
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you'd better go with or you’re contradicting your own client. But it really wasn’t that way here.
The defense was raised because we think the evidence pointed that way. Here’s what we saw.
The Rav 4, the victim’s RAYV 4 is found on the AverySalvage Yard property — a ridiculous place
to leave it if he was the killcr. There was a crusher on the property . . . Second, his blood was
found inside the vehicle, but only in a few areas. Spots, so to speak. There was evidence that he
had a cut on his finger, but what didn’t make sense was that there was no fingerprints of avery’s
at all in or on the vehicle. That would mean, if Avcry was the killer he had to have had glovcs.
But if he’s got gloves on, how could he be actively bleeding and leaving his blood behind?. .. ..
So it looked to us like maybe his argument that “If my blood is in that vchicle somebody planted
it there,” maybe the evidencc was pointing that way.

[Fox 11 report on Avery’s “Framing defense”)

[Brendan Dassey scgments]

Buting interview: Sheriff Peterson was the arrcsting officcr of Avery in 1985. He’s now the
head of that office and clearly, clcarly has a strong dislike for Avery. If the very top guy has this
kind of attitude about Avery and that kind of personal involvement in the case of Avery, that’s
gonna to permeate the department, the whole department. If not, at least it’s going to permeate
the upper echclon that’s close to_him, and that would include the licutenants and the sergeants.

[showing photos in a hierarchy, including Sheriff Peterson and others, and plaintiff’s photo, the
lower levels of which are shown in brighter color to stand out)

[discussion of involvement of Lenk in Avery’s 1985 case; then shows examination of 1985 case
file, leading up to blood vial examination]

Buting (on the phone to Strang): Let me tell you. This is a red-letter day for the defense. It
could not have been better. The seal was clearly broken on the outside of the box and inside the
box is a Styofoam kit. The seal is broken in that. We pulled the Styrofoam halves apart and
there in all of its glory was a test tube that said Steven Avery, inmate number, everything on it.
The blood is liquid. And get this, right in the ccnter of the top of the tube is a little tiny hole.
Just about the size of a hypodermic needle. . . . . And I spoke with a LabCorp person already who
told me they don’t do that. ... .. Think about it, Dean. If LabCorp didn’t stick the needle
_ through the top, then who did? Some officer went into that filc, opened it up, took a sample of
Steve Avery’s blood and planted it in the RAV4,

SEASON 1 - EPISODE §

Buting; Somebody knew that [the RAV 4] was there before they ever went in there. I'm
convinced of it.
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[Cuts to footage of interrogation of Avery]
Avery: What about this cop?
Tammy told me that....

She told me that she’d heard that a cop put it out there and planted evidence.
Officer: Put what out there?

Avery: That vehicle.

Officer: And that’s Theresa’s vehicle?

Avery: Yeah.

Officer: So Tammy told you that somebody told her that a cop put that vehicle --

Theresa’s vehicle -- out on your property?

Avery: Ycah.

[Cuts to footage of plaintiff about to testify, including their splicing in testimony that replaced a
lack of an answer to a question by Strang regarding the call to dispatch about the license plate, as
described in Paragraph 32 of the Amended Complaint]

SEASON 1 - EPISODE 6

Jerry Buting: One of the things that the state argued is that it would have taken a wide-ranging
conspiracy of so many people to pull this off and that there’s just no way this could be possible.
But in fact, that’s not true. Really, two people could have done this easily enough if they had the
motive to do it. Maybe one even. And the whole argument, well why would they risk doing
this and risk getting caught. You have to understand, they probably would have no fear of ever
being caught doing this. You know, who better than a police officer would know how to frame
somebody?

[cuts to video of James Lenk being sworn to testify]

SEASON1 - EPISODE 7

Allen Avery: They had Steve picked as far as I'm concerned right away. They set him up.
Right from the beginning. . ...

They didn’t find nothing down by his trailer for 3-4 days. Then all the sudden stuff starts. “Oh,
we found this and we found that.” And then the Manitowoc cops found the key. They weren’t
supposed to be investigating this at all, right?
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[switches to trial testimony regarding the discovery of the key and defens¢’s attempt to show that
it was planted]

Buting, talking with Strang out of Court: It’s not enough to just get the key. He wants Avery’s
DNA on that. And so he is gonna wait until it is the right timc. And there is a Calumet County
deputy with him on all of their searches.

Strang: Yep. There is, somewhere near.
Buting: Somewhere nearby, and he was just waiting for the right timc . . . when he could do it.

Strang: That key docs not fall from you, know, in betwecn the backboard and the frame of that
little bookcase.

Buting: No. And find its way undemeath a pair of slippers.

Buting: And if we get them thinking, look, if the guy’s capable of planting a key, who’s to say
he’s not capable of planting blood?

Strang: Blood’s easy.
Buting: Yesh.

Strang: Blood’s easy.
Buting: Blood’s easy.

Buting: The bottom line is, they knew their boss had just recused the department and turned over
Icad authority in this investigation to the neighboring department because of that lawsuit. They
were deposed in the lawsuit. They didn’t tell, you know . . ..

[cut to footage of Lenk being examined in Court by Strang about his alleged conflict of interest;
then cut to footage of Avery’s mother cooking with subtitled audio of Steven Avery talking]

Avery: I'm in the same situation that I was before. Just of couple of them wanting to nail me.
And the other ones didn’t. But nobody speaks up. I gotta go through this over and over.

[shows image of Plaintiff waiting to testify]
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Avery (continuing) Sometimes I just wonder, I don’t know. It’s just hard to take all in, you
know?

[Switching to shot of Plaintiff standing in Court waiting to testify, then Avery appcaring to look
at Plaintiff and looking sad, then segment with Kratz examining Plaintiff in Court, then Strang
cxamining Plaintiff]

Pete Baetz (Strang and Buting’s investigator):

The Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department had, by their own admission, in fact, they’re the
first ones that brought it up, that there was a conflict of interest there. And a conflict of interest
in the investigation of a crime is probably the most serious violation any investigating agency
can make, because it brings into question their credibility in actions throughout the case. If1
had to guess, I would say that they declarcd it a conflict of intcrest to dot the I's and cross the t's.
They didn’t implement the proccdure that would follow a conflict of interest and that is quite
simply to totally back off. They continued their active role in the investigation. They developed
most of the evidence and when they took on that role that they shouldn’t have, they also
committed themselves to proving Steven Avery had committed the crime.

[Switching to news conference footage:]

Reporter: Sgt. Colburn was up there for quite some time today. This is a gentleman who I think
has been a law enforcement officer for 13 years. He puts on a uniform and badge and gun every

day and goes to work and tries to do his best. 'We're all here, we're putting this on tv, this guy’s *

gonna go homc and listen to his son maybe cry about how everybody in school made fun of him
because his dad’s a bad cop.

Strang: This was a hard day, and there’ve been some hard days for Sgt. Colbumn. But any pain,
any burden that he’s bearing pales in comparison to what the State of Wisconsin and the peoplc
working for it have inflicted on Steven Avery and his family. And right now, Steven Avery
needs Jerry Buting and Dean Strang and anybody out there who believes in him, badly. We do
believe in him. And we are willing to do hard things to advance his cause. And he’s been saying
since November 2005 that somcone must have planted his blood if it’s in that car.

Reporter: But my question is though, if you were going to put somebody on the stand and
accuse that person of a conspiracy, Mr, Kratz kind of made it sound like you should be able to
offer some proof that this planting actually took place.

Strang: You’re hearing the evidence of the conspiracy. And I've sat in many a federal
courtroom and heard federal prosecutors prove a conspiracy on less than we’ve heard already
here and that you will hear by the end of this trial.
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[trial examination of Fassbender regarding sign-in sheet at the scene and examination of Lenk;
switches to footage of Avery phone call with his mother]

Avery’s mother: It secems suspicious.

Avery: Yeah.

Avery's mother: Them people ain’t gonna get away with everything,.
Avery: No. No. That’s why Kratz is worried about it.
Avery’s mother: Yeah.

Avery: Yeah, he’s scared now.

Avery’s mother: Oh yeah?

Avery: Well, why wouldn’t he be?

[shows other segments regarding EDTA testing by FBI]

Buting (speaking in his car): Look how quickly they got the FBI to retool their instruments,
recalibrate everything, do these internal validation studies they’re going to claim, um, and get
results within a matter of weeks. A few weeks. On a test that they haven’t done for 10 years.
And yet, the crime lab has, in 2002, evidence in its lab that Steven Avery is innocent, and it sits
for a year before it gets tested. It shows the imbalance between the individual and the power of
the government. The full force of which they’re trying to bring to bear on this man. Why? Why
in this case? Because we have accused — and the evidence suspiciously points.to — framing by
one of them. And when you do that, “you do so at your peril,” as the state would say, you know?

Again, it’s not like they think they’re framing an innocent man. But they are.
SEASON 1 - EPISODE 8

Buting: ...... This could be done by two officers. Really one officer. The one officer who
keeps coming up, Lieutenant Lenk, whose name’s on the evidence transmittal from the 1985 case
just a couple years earlier. Licutenant Lenk, who shows up on November 5* without logging in.
Lieutenant Lenk, who finds the magic key. Licuteannt Lenk who, four months later, four months
after Manitowoc no longer is needed, with no legitimate reason, is back at that scene on March
1%, and what’s found the nest day? The magic bullet. (photos of Lenk and Colborn)

Kratz: This isn’t just two guys. It’s Jim Lenk and it’s Andy Colborn. Their livelihood, their
reputations, their families, everything in their 20 plus years of law enforcement are on the line
when some lawyer accuses them of misconduct. Not just any misconduct, but planting evidence
in a murder case. And this vial planting defensc is absolutely ludicrous. We only had to call one
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witness who scientifically could tell you that there is absolutely no way that vial of blood was
used to plant.

Strang: Would Lieutenant Lenk lie? Would he lie as a sworn law enforcement officer? Well all
I can tell you is he did twice and you heard it. Here he says he arrives at 2:00. When he’s asked
under oath before, it’s 6:30 or 7:00. This isn’t 15 minutes off folks. It’s under oath and it’s a
difference of four and a half or five hours. At that time of the year, November 2005, it’s the
difference between broad deylight and pitch black. He was under oath. If and when police
officers plant cvidence, they are not doing it to frame an innocent man. They’re doing it because
they believe the man is guilty. They’re not doing it to frame an innocent man. They’re doing it
to ensure the conviction of someone they’ve decided is guilty.

Kratz: If you buy Mr. Strang’s argument that they were trying to make sure that a guilty person
was found guilty, then assigning accountability to the murder of Teresa Halbach shouldn’t matter
whether or not that key was planted. )

In other words, can you set that aside and decide, is there enough other evidence or is the key the
only thing that points to Mr. Avery? That key, in the big picture, in the big scheme of things
here, means very little,

Buting: We do not and never have claimed that the policc killed Teresa Halbach. However, the
person or persons who did knew exactly who the police would really want to blame.

‘Kratz: Despite Mr. Buting standing up here and saying “Look, folks, we’re not saying that the
cops killed Teresa Halbach. Now what we’re saying is that somebody else skillfully exploited
law enforcement bias,” as if therc’s somebody smart enough out there that could do that. But
when you scrape one layer of this manure off the topsoil, you'll realize that the cops had to kill
her. Now, are you, as the jury, in order to find Mr. Avery not guilty, willing to say that your
cops, that your Manitowoc County sheriff’s deputies, Lieutenant Lenk, Sergeant Colborn, came
across a 25 year old photographer, killer her, mutilated her, burned her bones, all to sct up and
frame Mr. Avery? You've gotta be willing to say that. You’ve gotta make that leap.

SEASON1 - EPISODE 9

Buting: Well if they framed Steven Avery, the question is — is Brendan’s case a whole charade
too? Imean that’s ultimatcly gonna be the question.

#3053787
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| B

MAM takes testimony out of context, omits inconvenient portions of responses, splices testimony within
questions and answers in order to make for better drama, to make the defense cross-examination of
plaintiff look more devastating, to make the direct examination of plaintiff look more scant and absent
of detail, and to make plaintiff look less credible. This is in what is billed as a “documentary.”

The following is presented as seamless uninterrupted questioning and testimony at trial; the
bracketed/highlighted information has been omitted as compared with the trial transcript {Day 7).

Boldface text shows or describes text that appears to have been added.

[Initial question ~ not found in the transcript as it appears]*

Kratz: Did Mr. Avery have a response for you?

Plaintiff: fYes, he said that she had been there)

Kratz: Did he tell you what day she had been there?

Plaintiff: | think | might have told him that, what day that she should have been out there. | don’t
Tecall if we mentioned a date, but | do remember asking him what time she had been
out there!

Kratz: Did M. Avery recall this young woman?,

Plaintiff: Yes.

Kratz: Did he name her for you?,

Plaintiff: No!

Kratz: Did he tell you what she had done at his property that day?]

Plaintiff: He said that she was taking some pictures of a van that his sister was selling.

[Krata: Mr. Avery tell you how long the van had been on his property?

Plaintiff: He said 5 or 10 minutes)

Kratz: Did you inquire of Mr. Avery whether or not he had personal contact with this woman
on the date she was out there?)

Plaintiff: | asked Mr. Avery if she had said where she was going. And he said, | never talked to
her. She was only here 5 or 10 minutes and she left.

Kratz: But he never talked to her?

Plaintiff: That's what he told me, he never talked to her.

! From unknown source
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Plaintiff: That’s what he told me, he never talked to her.

[Omits nearly 50 pages of testimony, cutting from the above response at p. 76 to p. 122 of the trial
transcript.)

Kratz: Let’s move on then to [the 8™, which would be Tuesday] the 8" of November [were yg'
asked to return to the property?)

[omits 28 lines of testimony on that page (page 122) and three lines of testimony on page 123 regarding
the context of Plaintiff's assignment to go back to the property on the 8"]

Kratz: Did you have occasion to enter Steven Avery’s bedroom on the 8% of November?
Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

Kratz: Who did you enter that bedroom with.

Plaintiff: Deputy Kucharski and Lieutenant Lenk.

[omits 21 lines of testimony on page 123, all of page 124, and 16 lines of testimony on 125 describing in
gdetail the search in the bedroom on November 8}

Kratz: In performing that search, Sergeant Colburn, did you move or manipulate this piece of
furniture [at afl}?

[Omlts Plaintiff's direct response (“Yes, sir. ") and four remaining lines of testimony on that page {page’
[.jl_J and six lines of testlmony at the top of page 126 with additional information about
the movement of the piece of furniture]

[Kratz: If you can describe that further, | don’t know if you can do it with your words, or show
‘Us with your hands, how you did it?]

Plaintiff: | will be the first to admit, [ wasn't any too gentle, as we were, you know, getting
exasperated.] I handled it rather roughly, twisting it, shaking it, pulling it.

{Omits the remaining lines of testimony on Lines 11-25 on page 126, except for the word “Sergeant,
from page 126, line 15; omits all of pages 127-28; omits lines 1-19 and part of fine 20 on

page 129]

Kratz: Sergeant,2[. . . . .Do you recognize this image, that is]® did® you see this image on the 8%
of November?

Plaintiff: Yes.

2 From page 126, line 15
3 Omits pages of testimony as indicated above, then omits these first words from p. 129, line 20

4 Remainder of sentence is from p. 129, lines 20-21
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-

[Kratz:

Can you describe that moment, or that event, for the jury, please)

Plaintiff:

As | had mentioned earlier, Lieutenant Lenk had exited — That is the door coming into

the bedroom; he had gone through the door to get a bigger container.) | was searching
the desk here, Deputy Kucharski was sitting on the bed, [which also isn't in the
photograph, but it is in very close proximity to this piece of furniture, the bookcase,)
filling out paperwork.

Lieutenant Lenk [got about right here, his feet would have been right here, so he was in
the room, and] said something to the effect of, [there's a key on the floor here, or))
look, there’s a key. [1 don’t know what his exactv_m'i)'i-a-g?was but he identified that
there was a key on the floor]

1 turned around, as 1 wasn’t very far away, | turned around and looked and 1 observed

this key, lying right where it is. And | observed this key had this biack rubberized or
plastic end on it, which they dmh?t’s a newer mode! car key, due to
that plastic or rubberized end. And i also observed that embossed on there was a
Tayocmbn)

And we told Deputy Kucharski, get a photograph of this, right away, which he did, which

Kratz:

is this photograph. (did not take this_ihotog@p_h_:'

By the way, as you and Deputy Kucharski and Lieutenant Lenk observed this, did any of

-the three of you approach or to_uch this piece of evidence at that time?

Plaintiff:

1 may have been standing in this area here, you know. This piece of furniture is only 2

and a half, 3 feet tall, maybe. _So I could easily see over it to see the key)

1 did not approach the key. _Lieutenant Lenk did not come into the room. Deputy

Kucharski photographed the key from, you know, from whatever angle this picture was

faken at._That’s as close as we got)

Kratz:

My question, again, was) did either yourself, Lieutenant Lenk, or Deputy Kucharski [prior;

Plaintiff:
Kratz:

Plaintiff:

2o this photo was taken] touch that key?

No, sir.

Why not?

I think all three of us knew at the same time that [there was a very good chance, seeing
a Toyota emblem embossed on that key, knowing that Teresa Halbach’s vehicle was a
T—Tmmma,ﬂm] this was a very important piece of evidence. And, you know, none of us
were going to taint that.
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Kratz: Let me ask you, Sergeant Colburn, you guys, you specifically, Lieutenant Lenk, and now,
Deputy Kucharski, had been in this room for quite some time before this key appears in
this position, isn’t that right?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir)

Kratz: Did this surprise you, that you saw this key there?

Plaintiff: Yes, | was very surprised)

Kratz: Did the three of you talk about that, we hadn’t seen it before, anything like that?

Plaintiff: 11 believe | said to myself, damn, how did | miss that!

Kratz: Now, other than the bedroom slippers being pushed to the side, had anything else
changed, other than the pulling out and twisting and the jostling of the cabinet?

Plaintiff: As we looked at the cabinet, it appeared that in the process of stuffing everything back

into the cabinet, we had separated the back of the cabinet, the small piece of paneling

that would be the back of the cabinet, from the frame of the cabinet itself)

fomits another two lines of testimony on this page {page 132), all of pages 133-34, and the first four

Kratz:

fines of page 135}

Sergeant.Colburn -,

{omits approximately 3 % pages of testimony, resuming on page 138, at line 20]

You were asked, as | understand, as part of a civil lawsuit, to provide what’s called a
deposition, §to be questioned by some lawyers; is that right]?

Kratz:
Plaintiff: Yes, sir}
Kratz: Do you recall when that occurred?

[omits 15 additional lines of testimony]

Kratz:

Plaintiff:

Can you tell the jury what you were asked about?

In 1994 or ’95 | had received a telephone call when | was working as my capacity as a
corrections officer in the Manitowoc County Jail. Telephone call was from somebody
who identified himself as a detective. [And | answered the phone, Manitowot Countﬁ
Bail, Officer Colburn.

Apparently, this person’s assumption was that | was a police officer, not a corrections

officer], and began telling me that he had [received information that) somebody who
had committed an assault, in Manitowoc County, was in their custody, and we may have
somebody in our jail, on that assault charge, that may not have done it.

4
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Kratz:

Plaintiff:

I told this individual, you are probably going to want to speak to a detective, and |
transferred the call to a detective [, to the Detective Division, at the Manitowac County,
Sheriff’s Department. That's the extent of my testimony.)

That's it? That's your connection to Mr. Avery?

Yes, sir.

[The above testimony stops at page 140, line 13; the next section below is from the Redirect

Kratz:

Plaintiff:

examination at page 213 of the transcript]

Let me ask you this, [as you sit here today,) Sergeant Colburn, do you even know
whether that call was about Mr. Steven Avery?

No, {1 don’t] The word “sir” does not appear here in the transcript but appears in the
broadcast, indicating a different answer was spliced in here, likely for the visual effect
of the spliced-in segment.

(The testimony immediately preceding the above question on page 213, in re-direct, is as follows:

Kratz:

Did this person ever identify the individual that they were tatking about?

Plaintiff:

No sir._There were no names given.]

[After the spliced-in section from re-direct, the next portion — again, while appearing to have seamlessly

followed the prior testimony — is again taken from the direct examination at page 140]

Kratz: Well, did that cause you enough embarrassment and enough angst [in which to set up
Mr. Avery for a charge of murder?

Plaintiff: Nol

Kratz: Did that depaosition cause you such problems from within your department] that you
obtained and planted blood, so that it would be found and Mr. Avery would be
wrongfully accused of a homicide case?

Plaintiff: No, sir.

Kratz: Have you ever planted any evidence against Mr. Avery?

{Plaintiff: That’s ridiculous, no | have not!

Kratz: Have you ever planted any evidence against anybody in the course of your law
enforcement career?}

Plaintiff: I have to say that this is the first time my integrity has ever been questioned and, no, |

have not.
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. Kratz: That’s all | have for Sergeant Colburn, Judge.
Court: Mr. Strang.
Cross-Examination
Strang: This is the first time your integrity has been questioned?
Plaintiff: As it applies to being a police officer, yes.
Strang: Okay. And it's not the first time Mr. Avery’s has been, so | have some questions for you.

[omits 30 pages of testimony, including discussion of PlaintifP’s background and his training as an

evidence technician]

Strang: November 3, 2005, when you learned [from Mr. Wiegert that) Teresa Halbach was
missing, was just [about exactly, to the day) three weeks after your deposition in Steven
Avery’s lawsuit?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[omits 10 lines of testimony]

Strang: As shift commander, you could have assigned anyone in road patrol to go out to the
address on Avery Road?

Plaintiff: Yes.

Strang: You chose to do it yourself?

Plaintiff: Yes.

Strang: Did you go alone?

Plaintiff: Yes, | did.

fomits 23 lines of testimony on pages 172-73]

Strang: When, sir, did you first make a written report of anything having to do with the
November 3, 2005, meeting with Mr. Avery?

Plaintiff: June of ‘06 | believe.
Strang: Does June 29, 2006 sound correct?
Plaintiff: Yes.

[omits more than 23 pages of testimony, from page 174, fine 2 to page 198, line 11}

6
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Strang: That is, it was almost 8 months after that first conversation with Steven Avery, the first
conversation with him in the investigation, that you wrote down what you say he said to
you, back on November 3?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[Here, the broadcast cuts to an interview with Pete Baetz, the defense investigator, who asserts that the
Manitowoc County Sheriff's Office failed to properly handle a conflict of interest, callin_g:
their credibility into question)

'[&pposedly seamless trial testimony continues thereafter, starting at page 194 (four pages prior to the
page containing the testimony that immediately preceded the Baetz interview)}

Strang: So you’re in the house on November 5, November 6, November 7, November 8, true?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[skips forward more than another page, to p. 196, again, without any indication that it is anything other,
than seamless]

Strang: [From Calumet County?] There was no time that you went in Mr. Avery’s home [during
November of 2005) when you were not also with Lieutenant Lenk?

Plaintiff: [Not that 1 recall.] A response of “No, sir” is replaced here ~ the second time that
answer has replaced a differently worded response. It appears that perhaps the use
of the same or similar “No, sir” responses in response to multiple guestions, with the
same or similar inflection, would make Plaintiff look less credible.

{Three additional lines of testimony omitted.]

Strang: This case, would you describe as the largest investigation in which you personally had
participated as a law enforcement officer?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[Six additional lines of testimony omitted]

Strang: {You now know that the] law enforcement agencies involved [principally Calumet
County Sheriff's Department and the Division of Criminal Investigation] have generated
[hundreds or) thousands of pages of police reports?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

Strang: Your total contribution [to those reports] is what, a little bit under a half page (as of;
November 8, 2005)?

Plaintiff: {That's) correct fsir)!}
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.
.

. [Strang: And then about another page as of June 29, 2006?,
Plaintiff: Correct.]
Strang: The report that you filed [on, or shortly after, November 8, 2005,) makes no mention of
the Toyota key?
Plaintiff: That's correct, sir.

[The above exchange leaves viewers with the impression that Plaintiff prepared only one-half page of
total report content and omits another half a page that he also contributed on a
different date; the preceding edits omit statements about Calumet County’s

" involvement, apparent to downplay that fact]

fomits another nine lines of testimony]

Strang: Were there things that you did not want to commit to paper, in a report?

Plaintiff: No, sir.

[omits another 19 lines of testimony, including the lines that were spliced in prior to the Pete Baetz
interview referenced above)

Strang: [Well, about 8 months, but then, again,] while we’re on Steven Avery and your reports
about him, that phone call, {the phone call you took way back in 1994 or 1995, when
you were working in the @l_,] the phone call where a detective from another law
enforcement agency told you may have the wrong guy in jail, that one?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

Strang: Did you ever write a report about that?

Plaintiff: No, I did not, sir. [Boldface words are not in the transcript.]

Strang: Well, actually you did, didn’t you? It was about 8 years later, wasn't it?

Plaintiff: | wrote a statement on it, yes, Sir.

Strang: You wrote a statement [after Sheriff Peterson suggested that maybe you should?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir}

Strang: You wrote that statement] in 2003, about the 1994 or 1995 telephone call?

Plaintiff: Yes.

Strang: [You wrote that statement in 2003,] the day after Steven Avery finally walked out of
prison, didn’t you?
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Plaintiff: I don’t know what day Steve was released from prison, but | wrote the statement in
2003.

[15 lines of testimony omitted)

Strang: That’s all | have.

[Discussion between the Court and counsel is omitted prior to the start of redirect]

Redirect Examination

Kratz: Sergeant Colburn, [just a very few follow-up questions. Mr. Strang asked you if you had
{vritten a report about that telephone call that you had sometime in 1994 or '95; do you
remember that question?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir!

Kratz: Do you remember your response?

Plaintiff: My response was, no, that | did not write a report about it.

Kratz: As you look back,] back in 1994 or ‘95, if you would have written a report, what would it
have been about?

Plaintiff: [That is why | didnt do one,] | don’t know what it would have been about, [that |

received a call and transferred it to the Detective Division.] If | wrote a report about
every call that came in, | would spend my whole day writing reports.

{Kratz: Did this person ever identify the individual that they were talking about?
Plaintiff: No, sir. There were no names given.]
Kratz: _ Letme ask you this, [as you sit here today), Sergeant Colburn, do you even know

whether that call was about Mr. Steven Avery?

Plaintiff: No, [I don't] The word “sir” is inserted here.

[More than two pages of additional re-direct is omitted]

Recross Examination

Strang: How many calls have you ever gotten in your law enforcement career, from another
police officer, suggesting you had the wrong guy in jail?

Plaintiff: I don’t know. | can’t recall any others.

Strang: That's all | have.
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The following exchange of Attorney Strang’s cross-examination of Plaintiff is also altered as follows,
although it is presented, again, as seamless testimony, in Episode 5 of MAM:

Strang: One of the things the road patro! officers [under your supervision] frequently do, is [Iook
for cars that appear out of place?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

Strang: Or if they made a traffic stop, they will inquire about the license plate or the registration
plates on an automobile?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir!

Strang: And they will] call into dispatch and give the dispatcher the license plate number of a car

they have stopped, or a car that looks out of place for some reason, correct?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

Strang: And the dispatcher {, very quickly these days, with his or her computer screen,] can get
information about who — to whom a license plate is registered?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

{12 lines of testimony omitted}

Strang: If the car is abandoned or there’s nobody in the car, the registration tells you who the
owner presumably is?

Plaintiff; Yes, sir.

(5 lines of testimony omitted]

Strang: All right. I'm going to ask you to listen, if you would, to a short phone call.

judge.]
[playing from phone call]
Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Department. This is Lynn.
Lynn.
Hi, Andy.

Can you run Sam William Henry 582

10
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[Approximately 27 lines of transcript omitted here, including some of the call to dispatch}

Okay. Shows that she’s a missing person. And it lists to Teresa Halbach,
Okay.

Okay. Is that what you’re looking for, Andy?

‘99 Toyota.

Yup.

Okay. Thank you.

You’re so welcome. Bye, bye.

[Approximately 13 lines omitted]

Strang: What you're asking the dispatcher [, whose name is Lynn,] is to run a plate that’s Sam
William Henry 582, did | hear that correctly?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[Four lines omitted]

Strang: Sam William Henry would be SWH-582.

Plaintiff: Yes.

Strang: This license plate?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.

[Five lines of transcript omitted]

Strang:
Plaintiff:
Strang:
Plaintiff:
Strang:

Plaintiff:

And the dispatcher tells you that the plate comes back to a missing person or woman?

Yes, sir.

Teresa Halbach [rest of question omitted]

Yes, sir.
And then you tell the dispatcher, Oh, ‘99 Toyota?

No, | thought she told me that.

(call replayed, except that (MAM omits the first 15 lines of call, which were replayed at trial]

[Strang:

Actually you who suggests this is a2 99 Toyota?

11
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Plaintiff: 1asked if it was a "99 Toyota, yes!

Strang: And the dispatcher confirmed that?,

Plaintiff: Yes.]

Strang: Were you looking at these plates when you called them in?

Plaintiff: No, sir.

[Strang: And your best guess is that you called them in on November 3, 20052,

Plaintiff: Yesi

{instead of the above exchang‘g_h__‘me broadcasqt splices in the following exchange from two pages earlier,
in the transcript, at page 182}

Strang: Do you have any recollection of making that phone call?

Plaintiff: {It would have had to have been 11/03/05 or;~ I'm guessing 11/03/05.

fsplices back to Plaintiff's answer to a different question on page 184]

Plaintiff: @, probably after | received a phone call from investigator Wiegert letting me know
that there was a missing person.

Strang: Investigator Wiegert, did he give you the license plate number for Teresa Halbach when
he called you?

Plaintiff: {1 don’t remember the entire content of our conversation but, obviously, he must have
been because | was asking the dispatcher to run the plate for me.f

fomits approximately 35 fines of testimony and cuts to answer to a different question that appears on

Plaintiff: No, | just don’t remember the exact content of our conversation then.

Strang: But -

Plaintiff: He had to have given it to me, because | wouldn’t have had the number any other way.
Strang: Well, and you can understand how someone listening to that might think that you were

calling in a license plate that you were looking at on the back of a 1999 Toyota [; from
fistening to that tape, you can understand why someone might think that, can’t you]?

{sustained objection omitted]

[Strang: This call sounded like hundreds of other license plate or registration checks you have,
e
done through dispatch before?]

12
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Plaintiff: Yes.

Strang: But there’s no way you should have been looking at Teresa Halbach’s license plate on
November 3, on the back end of a 1999 Toyota?

{sustained objection omitted]

[Strang:-There's no way you should have beeny is there?]

Plaintiff: | shouldn’t have been and | was not looking at the license plate.

Strang: Because you are aware now that the first time that Toyota was reported found was two
days later on November 8?

Plaintiff: Yes, sir.
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