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Om 1022003, Special Agents Amy A Lehimann and Debra K. Strauss interviewed THOMAS H., KODQURER, OB
$2/05/45, The intervigw began at approximately .00 p.an, and teok place at KOCOURER s residence, 1801 Shoto Roead,
Two Rivers, Wi 820-§84-3871. Also prosent during the interview was ELIZABETH BLITZ-KROCUUEK, TOW KOLOURER s
wite. KROCOQUREK i currently the Executive Dirsctor of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Manitowns County, inc., KOCOUREK
was interviewed regarding the case of STEVEN AVERY. At the time of AVERY s arrest, KOCOURER was the Sheriff of
Manitowns County, WOCDURER provided the following lnformation:

KOUOURER stated Uiut regarding the crimes that were committed against PEN MY BEERNTSEN, those orimes wite ones
KOCOURER was not rigrmally dirgetly involved with, The policy of the sheriff's department was 1o notify the shedl in
the event of 4 homickieior braffic fatality, In July of 1885, there was no money in the budgel for pagers and portahis
rastios for the fug delpctives that warked for the sheriif's department. The only twe individusls that had these avallabls
v thesm were KOCOURER and bis Chief Depuly who was sither VERN RLEMENT or RICHARD ANDREWS at the g,

KOCOUREK stated that after the report came in about BEERNTSEN being attscked on the beach, dispatch attempted to
Jacate a detective to come to the hospital and take the complaint and report, KOCOURERK sald that the only detective
thiat was focated by dispateh was AL KOLANCZYK and he said that he was ot abie fo come i Dispatch thes contactest
KOCOUREK and because he had soms previous sriminal investigstive exparience by went to the hospital, Frier to
baing slected sherl, KOUOUREK warked a3 2 detestbes for the Maniowos Podise Deparbment.

Once KODOUREK yot to the hospital, he spoke with BILL BECK who was at the hospital already. BELK would have
buen
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L an pificer ar sérgeém at that time, BECK relayed that he was unable to locate any detestives and he himself ddigd not
Lhave any investigative background and s did not know how i procesd,

VOUREK stated that REERNTSEN was tneated in the smergency room of the hosplial when he arrivad and ha
wad that he would have reguested that the dostor on duty to 9o a sexual assaull work up on BEERNTSEN.

oy

s present at the hospital was a female depuly, pussible JUDY DVORAKLKOCOURES stated that while BEERTNGE
s in the emargency-rocm.-ather than-ssking er for a verbal deseription-ofhesattatker, tha! L sestions askad
Sf her untit she was moved to 3 private ropm. KOCOUREK stated that be wantnd the verbal description of

SR TSRS Blarker so that officers on the strest could Keep a Jook out Tor 3 suspect, KOUOURER stated that he
Ceould remember BEERTNSEN making the comment to him that while she was being attacked she knew that she naafed
s romember what her assailant looked e, so BEERTHSEN made # a point to conoenirate on her sesaitants fave and

gthor desariptors,

Bim oy Enew whst he noked e

£ ig:e.i;imr-r}?"’ﬁéﬁ&saaiiarm no particular person
ampleies composite drawing working with
made & mention that the drawing looked

ROCOUREK said that.al the.poin
e to mind, KOCOUREK gaidthe
BEERNTSEN and that it wad. after thidw
ke AMBRY P

sramber i he was in the sooil with KUSCHE when he drow the CHMPOsite
was. completed KOCOUREK could remember KUSCHE asking BEERTNSEN i the
hat it did, 1owas at this point that ROCOUREK oould

ERY - KOGOUREK belisved that this commant was made

KOGQUREK statad that b nould not re
deawing, When thi composite drawing
drawing fookhng ke h Hart BE

Foliowing the composite drawing, a photo line-up was created, KOUOUREK said that severad photographs from i
Cwere plaved i a paper cul out S0 that the booking numbers wera aot visible, KDOOUREK bpllesad that BEERNTSEN

hown one or fwo shoets of photographs, KOUOUREK stated that he worked with KUSOHE in showing the victim

o photo Hng-up, KOCOUREK sald that SEERTNEEN inoked at the photographs and instantly ploked AVERY putas b
asssilant, KOCOURER was asked if BEERTNSEN af any fime was shown an individuat pholograph of AVERY prior to his
phsto being part of the photo line-up. KOCODURER stated that she was not and that doing that would defeat the purpuse

of having a photo lneup, s
COUOUREK stated that I regards 10 the photo fing-up he relied on hig jatlers 1o coms u;& s thay

sore more familiar with individuats that were conunitting paroalar @gix‘;&géﬁ
KOCOURER said that after BEERTNSEN identified AVERY in the photo line-up the decision was wsadde o take AVERY
inte custody, A squad car was dispatched to tuhe AVERY into custody. KOCOUIREK stated ihat be did not koow Hhe
had spoken to the districl aomey pricr to making the decision o armst AVERY. KOCUUREK telipved that AVERY's
sl ARLAND AVERY may have went aiong to help with the arrest along with KEN PETERSON {the current sheriffh

p2

STEVEN AVERY wis arrested and takan 1o the Manitowoe County Jail. KOCQUREK stated that he was told by one w5
the srrssting offivers thay AVERY made a comment during bis arrest that srade him ook HRE Rie was guilly, AVERY fold
hin wife that he was being arrasted for Skilling # woman™, KOCOURER stated that AVERY had not hesn told anything
out o woman heing the victim prior to bis arest Afterbisgirest, samples of hair, fingernail scrapings and ather
cstinl evidence were taken from AVERY. KOCOUREK believéd thal LARRY CONRAD was the detective that
interviewed AVERY after his arrest. AVERY-denied his involvement in tiie assanlt against BEERNTSEN on that pig
all the way through the court progess ' ' : 4 v

and it was pussible

somatime during Wt evening of the arrest a detestive had been uontacie

spafbaoarivgne? o
WIREE PENE

vaigation. Miher i ar i condents foay be disseniaatod b

ﬁ@&g’?@ Page ol
Case 1:19-cv-00484-BHL Filed 09/06/22 Page 76 of 122 Document 264-1

CHRMO004751



Wisconsin DOJ Division of Criminal Investigation
ACISE Investigative Repor!
DUIRISI8NAT Raport Date

Faport My

i was LARRY CONRAD. Hwas at that point that KOCOUREK stated that he bached ot of the investigation end had &

Hnited rode.

Kiﬁiﬁi{}w&ﬁ&wﬁ@»ﬁﬁkw@hsm the policies at the Bheriffs Departiment when it com to wriling reports, BRQEOUEBEK

Linformatigobiaingd during 4 sstigation was to be documentad on a report, %‘043{}333%&%: readily
v of the detectives were o fax with this policy. ¢ % : o Geidd

Sated thabal

KODOURER was asked who the load detective was in the AVERY investigativn, KOCOUREK stated that because B
coulf not get a hold of an Investigator at the anset of thse orime, he started the investigation, KUSCHE and CONRAD
than wers pitlled In to help and the Investigation ensded up being a team effort with no resl tead detective. KOUDURE
s asked ¥ he could remenber what other detectives haid a role in the mvestigation. KOCOUREK stated that it was
sibia ather detectives helped out a8 several were al the beach Woking for physical evidence at the scene of thie

COOUREK was asked what pesition Ji GOSPADAREK held at that time, KOCOUREK stated that GOSPARDAREK
a5 2 training officer at that fime and prior o that nokd the position of detective, so i was possible that he was askady

KOCOUREK was asked ahout the canvas of the beach srea that was complated by his detectives at that time,
ROCOUREK stated that he was sure # canvass hud been completed although he could not name which dutentives would
~ have assisted with i KOCOUREK stated that for every contact made there should have been interviews corrpsponding
it that contact by the detectives.-5ia. Straussnfouned HOCOURER hat there. wal ris done by delestbme-in
canvass.ofthe.amall 1 done, KOUOUREK responded hat il g work”. KOCOUREK

N QEELZ, Captain of the Detoctiees, wind have been the parson to have coordinate

ﬁ%{:(}ﬁ%’zﬁﬁ was ssked his relationship with the BEERNTEEN's, KODOUREK stated that he knew the Tamily from
 and thelr children werg the same ages. KOOOURER said that they wers not social Flends. KOUOUREK was
AT EREE B Terest in the case. ROCOUREK stated that he <id not have 3 roal interest in e case for reasons other
than he was the one fo start the investigation and waniad 1o know how it was golng as Hwemt sl

KOUOUREK remembered that the day after the arest uf AVERY a search warrant was obtained for the AVERY hnuse.
: g snforcement was looking for clething that AVERY would have heen wearing on the day that BEERTNEEN was
Csssaulted, KOUOUREK staded that e migrht have gons to the house 1o aesist with s search warrard. At the warmnt a
Hzather jacket was tocated atong with clothing that AVERY said he was wearing the day of the assaull.
KOCOUREK relayed that a live Hne-up was also grganized and scourred in the room tust across from his offics in e
Shanifs Department 30 b 43 able ke obaerye it KOOOUREK was asked H he could remember BREERTNGEN making any
comments that AVERY was the only person in the ling-up that fit her description. KOUOQUREK stated thal b ouukd not
remember any sommends Hke that from BEERNTEEN. KOUOUREK said that some peaple who were in the lne up were
conperned that they tooked tog much ke AVERY. KOGOURER said it was hard to find people for a line-up that had a
beard in July.
KOOOUREK was asked i he remambered TOM BERGNER from the Manitowon Polipe Depirtment ¢o sing to him to talk
ahout sether pussible sigpest. KODOUREK stated that h¢ could notgcatithat happening.  Did g e
g
" ACOUREK stated that there were other suspects that were looked at by the Sheriff's Department and cleared, One was
"ot yan Fom Two Rivers, who Dol CONRAD may have looked it There may alse have been anothier suspect out of
gl Rheboygan, KGCOURER could not remember how thoss individusls came to the attention of the Shoriffs Department,
KODOURER stated tHhat hé gid not o any of the Rllow-up on any suspacts., KOCOUREK stated that any suspest pame
ihat the shenfPs department would have recelved would havs been followed up un, This lead KOCOUREK (o believe
that I BERGNER would have come o him with anothernaime § would have been documented somewhers and would
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KOCOUREK stated that ho novar had many doubts of AVERY being the assailant because BEERNTSEN was so certain
st corveineing that AVERY was the person who assanlied ber,

as.and did not think that the Manibawgg Shedifs

d that o this day he still does not know what ALLEN looks Hke. |

KOCOUREK relayed that AVERY had a hackground that caused sume Sontern, There was an incident In 1988 where a

a padr of shoes.

KOCOURER was asked if he was sver concernad that AVERY was not the person who committed the grimes he was
charged with, KOCOURER stated that AVERY was mainly convicted by the testimony of the victiom, s they dide’t have
OMA gt that ime Hke they do now. KOCOUREK stated that there was not a lot of physival svidenos and that woul! hove

b Bis main coneen,

COURER was ssked i he nould remember being contacted by BEERTNSEN with BEERTNSEN relaying that she was

coglacted by the Manitowos Polive Department with the guestion of, did she think that she had the sorract porson,

. KOCOUREK stated that did ot “ring a ball™ with himt;g“ﬂze only telephone coll that KOCOUREK could remsdier
rageiving from BEERTNSEN was when she thought c:ss:ss of the AVERY fumily members was calling her housy with vale

i 4 s

KOCOUREK stated that AVERY had many alibd witnesses, However, there were so many stitements that differed that
they wit looked ke they were Inpompetent, There were Hme frame issues and lssues with the lank of coment dust and
the cement ruck driver sald that someone other than AVERY was running the cemaent spout.

HOCOUREK was asked why he attended alt the court hesring that took place. KDCOUREK siated that he was a witless
#Tior spvaral hearing and was seguestered for those, He was also thare mave the BEERTHNSENs baneflt, PENNY

BEERTNSEN was concemnad for her safety and su KDUOUREK told her that he woult try to attend the hearings, in
B8 s into his

COCHTINER was asked if he could remember any of the detectives having concer about the guilt of AVERY.
TRDDGUREK stated that he could not recall that af all,

KOOOUREK was asked ¥ he met mors Freguently with DENIS VOGEL during this investigation that he nermally winuld

have as sherfl, KOUOUREK stated that he only met with VOGEL because he was originatly involved with the
investigation and was a wilness, RKOCOUREK staled that be would have slmo et with VOGEL to discuss the live
lneapn, KOCOURER was asked #f VOGEL aver neaded ennouragament or any pushing o prosecute AVERY for tha
crimes, ROOCOUREK statod that VOBEL was an sggressive prosecutor and there was no probloms getting VOGEL to

prosscuis AVERY,

KODOUREK was asked if thers were any detectives that worked for bl in 1988 that he did not get aloag with o1 whare

g there were any conflicts, KOGOUREK stated that be got slong with muast deteotives, owaver he did have some
, sidered KOLANGE YK lazy angd staied that he lncked motivation,

suken with about the AVERY case since AVERY was redonsed from prison
K § PETERSDN. the current Shariff, on another toplc and the STEYEN AVERY

&

desaecame up. BOGOURER spoks briefly w :
répair, and ROQOURER also spoke with YRREL during

{h.OOMBELY about the case as KOCOUREK was dropping a gun off for
swaok of Qoteher 18, 3083, after VOGEL callad him.

QO5572
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LIRER w &f ask&é tooking bank wherg m; &:nghi thmgs wgut wmrxg wxi?z :m ;;}Wﬁ&ga{mn KODOUREK stated
atbiswey 2 aphoingraplal & 2 werg similssities-botwasn AL LEN
and AVERY. REK said that maybe he wol » atlnged assatiant more, Bomsver,
ERNTSEN's identification was corinoing fo him, t?w district attorney and the mry of twelve, KOCOURER stated that
t would have been piss e have informatin so ALLEN, bowever the sharitfs doparbment and the police department did
ot have joint regords or joint dispateh in 1885, where today they de. '

KOCDUREK was asked if he presented photographs of BEERTNSEN showing her injuries sfter hat witack Yo the
&‘Lm:wwgc Crunty Board, usinyg the photugraphs as & way o request maore maney., KROCOUREK stated that he did not
ol that sver bappening.

The nterview of KODOURER was tarminated at approxinately 7:30 pan.
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