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Om 108F200%, Special Agents Amy A, Lelunann and Debra K. Strauss interviewsd DON BELZ, residing at 1508 23rd

Steeet, Two Rivers, Wi 820-783-3352, BELZ is currently a gunamith, having retired from tha Manitowor Courty Sheriifs

CSepartment in 1808, BELZ was questionud regoarding his invoelement in the 1985 case and conviction of BTEVEN

AVERY, where the victim was PENNY BEERMTSEN. In 1985, BELZ was the Captaly of Detectives for the Sheriffs
Deparient sl relayed the following information:

TBELF satd that when BEERNTSEN was attacked in 1985, the Sheriff then, TOM KDCOUREK, w
EERNTSEN was a personal friend of the KOCOUREK family. This was alsu KODOTImER e

RS PORHIOR BT SRET RUCHURER 180K charge of the investigation fram the beginning and BELZ stated that 5p one
‘nad any sontre] over what wis gccurring. G any other case, BELZ stated that it was normally his job to run an

{TIRATII

s

iftesstigation,

: sheriffand
ig prime, since taking

BELZ siated that he romembernd that BEERNTSEN was so positive that her assalbmt was AVERY. BELL could
emernbaer thinking that | was all happening so fast, with the identification of AVERY and nis immediste arrest, BELZ
stated that AVERY was an fnatant suspect because of the composite drawing, BELZ sould remembey soveony loking
apthe compasite irawing and saymg, 1 KHOW Rilm, 118 5lEve Avery™ BELE again said that the whole thing moved way
oo fast and thought people sheudd have taken a step back and reviewad the situation 2 little move closely, BELZ did oy
‘nelive that he expressed his concerns to anyone nther than possibly Detective FRED NICHOLSON,
¥ 2 T A b
SELF said that he was the person who drove from AVER 1o the orimé scene and back to AVERY's
Cather's house, 1o see how long the drive would take would take, Other than assisting with that aspect, BELZ stated thal
he did not have a direct role in the Invastigation, _ o i
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BELZ stated that he knew the AVERY §

of bersslf and pointed AVERY oul without » profiam,
BELZ stafud that he never hanrd about any wher possi
BELZ relayed that typically reports from the detectives g

wire directed o go to Sherift KOUOUREK first and then
BELZ,

that BEERNTSEN was such a good withess,

arndly very well and was friends

BELZ said that he sbserved BEERNTSEN do the physical in

BELY siated that o was o Uttle doubif about AVERY bei
witness and the jury did a good job, BELZ said that the o

# suspacts for the case or any other names even mentionad.

o through BELE first, Howsver for this investigation, all reports
tx BELZ. This was unusual, but not unaomsmon soeording to

BELZsaid that hix doubts came from the photo line-up coming so fast and Bavimyg somaeons in

g
i

with ALLAN AVERY. BELZ believed that STEVEN
AVERY was capable of committing the trpes of crimes he was convicted of,

-up of possible suspects, REERNTSEN appaared very surs

ny the covrect suspect, bt BEERNTSEN was an axosthant
nly thing that made BELZ fool Bke AVERY probably did § was

aw erdorcement saying it
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BELE was unable to provide any sdditionat information and 8

BELE stated that he did aol kaow who GREGORY SLLEN was until AVERY was redeased from prison,

e contact was ferminatad,
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